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EDITORIAL 

 So here we are over half way through summer but with plenty of club activity still to come. Apart from the public running 

programme we have our Visitor Gala and Dinner to look forward to, the family barbecue before that and further Monday evening 

meetings. The barbecue is an ideal opportunity to bring friends and family to the club for an enjoyable lunch, a chat and a few 

train rides to see how we enjoy what BMES offers us. Let us hope the sun shines. There are many events throughout the year that 

take place within our society that I am unable to attend partly due to being some way away from Bedford. However, I would like 

to get reports of events from someone who attends these to place in the Coupling. One liners are fine as I am happy to construct a 

report. This is your news letter so send me some news to include in the next issue please. 

Tony Bullock 

 
CHAIRMAN'S CHAT 

 

I try not to start my chat discussing the weather as it is never far from a Brits mind, but I make an exception this time due to the 

changes we have experienced this year. We started at Easter with some reasonable weather for that time of year, since which we 

have had cold, windy and extreme heat but strangely very little rain. It will interesting to see what the remainder of the year has to 

offer. 

This year the club decided, at quite short notice, to have one of our running days as a Charity Day for a local charity and the 

Keech Hospice at Luton was chosen. We decided that the 29th May, being the Bank Holiday Monday, would be the day and the 

money taken for rides would be donated. Unfortunately due to a standing holiday arrangement I would not be able to attend. Prior 

to this date the Keech put up a small display in the clubroom and also supplied banners for the club entrance, they also had an 

advertising gazebo on site. The weather turned to be fair and a good number of the public turned up, the Keech staff did a bucket 

collection and a grand total including rides, of  £1117 was raised for the hospice. I gather that everyone enjoyed themselves and 

the Keech are very grateful for the funds, well done all who helped. 

The Freestone family have been long term members and supporters of the club and have decided, due to family arrangements, to 

sell their loco Heather. Heather is a ‘Romulus’ type 0-4-0 tender/tank loco of 71/4 gauge. The offer is at a favourable price and 

generous payment terms and the club, after a thorough inspection, have purchased it. The committee have decided that only fully 

trained drivers can drive it and in order to get more trained drivers Alan Gildersleve will be organising driver training sessions. 

We are very grateful to the Freestones for the offer and the loco will be a very useful addition to the club engine shed. 

Unfortunately we have had no offers from anyone to take on the organising of the Monday night meetings and there is therefore a 

real chance that these are likely to cease in the new year, perhaps it would be possible for 2 or 3 people to get together and do it as 

a joint effort. On a similar subject, we are trying to be better prepared on running days and to this end Brian Walton has taken on 

the production of a rostering scheme. This will hopefully indicate where we may be short of staff and also prevent too many staff 

in certain areas, for instance, we have had situations where there have been four or more locos attempting to run on the raised 

track. Rostering would create the chance to perhaps split the day in to two and roster accordingly, There are also times when we 

are short staffed, so if you can spare some time on running days please get in touch with Brian. 

There is a lot of work being done into the production of new riding trolleys. Dick Billington is looking after making two new 

ground level trolleys to the Cardiff Club design with a number of club members producing various parts. John Lawson with the 

help of Dave Drover and Bob Starling have made a prototype raised track trolley and after a few modifications are going on to 

produce three more, John can be seen astride the initial trolley on the front of the last Coupling and very smart it is. 

After much work and effort by a relatively small team led by Brian Walton the reinstated 5in. track to Haynes End was opened in 

late April. After the ceremonial ribbon cutting 11 locos set off from Hammer Hill and after a couple of minor mishaps all safely 

made the return journey. This is a major improvement to the club facilities and virtually all the club track is now dual gauged, our 

grateful thanks to all those involved. 

Back to the subject of the weather, the recent high temperatures have caused problems with the track, heat expansion has made the 

track buckle in some areas and only some emergency effort has kept the track open for public running. Some areas of the track 

have been down a long time without too much attention and this is now coming home to roost and a lot of effort will need to be 

put in to rectify this and keep the track safe. 

And finally (hooray I hear you say) to the clubroom, this has become a popular place for groups to meet, Barbara Beard has a 

carving class on a Friday afternoon, the 71/4 Guage Society use it every couple months for their committee meetings and lately 

the Model Engineering Liaison Group have used it for their meetings to formulate a new safety document to replace HSG216 and 

of course our stalwart ladies who do us proud under some trying conditions in the recent heat, we are truly very thankful. 

 

Martin Cusden 
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COMMITTEE NOTES 

 

APRIL MEETING 

Toilet Block  

TW has explored three alternative types of building to house new toilets adjacent to the existing Club House.: 

 

Extension to the Club House in the same style as existing; estimated costs: 

Total   £11,300 + VAT 

 

Self-build extension, like Hammer Hill Station   

Total   £16,000 + VAT 

 

Prefabricated building, all complete, to be dropped onto prepared base: 

Total   £14,100 + VAT 

 

Committee agreed to investigate route c) and requested a site plan to present to the landlord (and to Electricity Co if needed re 

pylon) 

Purchase of Heather 

Test of boiler and steel pipes OK; copper pipes still to pass test and visual examination. 

We will need to confirm that owners will permit club members to drive loco even before last payment is made. Subject to those 

conditions, Committee agreed to purchase. 

Any Other Business 

a) New riding trucks for raised track 

Committee to ask John Lawson to complete 3 new trucks, subject to investigation of reports of derailments. 

b) Signalling at Winterfield 

GM requested to continue with project, including converting point 51 to air operation in both directions rather than relying on 

spring-return.  There was long discussion of whether current arrangement is working correctly; it was agreed to test it again with 4 

trains, since it had failed this test last time.  Also agreed to ask GM for a circuit diagram. 

Library 

David Combes has tidied the library and removed duplicate journals.  The Committee was not happy about proposal to relocate it 

to the Club House.  It was agreed to discuss further and obtain cost estimates before proceeding any further. 

It was agreed to produce a log book for all club locos, detailing any work done on them:drivers to note any faults. 

Roster of available locos and staff. 

In order to have notice by 10.00 hrs (latest) on running days of which locos and staff will be available that day, it was agreed to 

produce a list of contact details of those members with locos for public running; it was also agreed to create a dedicated e-mail 

address to which those members willing to commit to specific jobs, eg driving, guarding etc. could notify their availability for 

each running day. 

 Committee procedures 

 It was agreed that all future committee business will be carried out by the full Committee and not by subcommittees or other 

groups. 

 
MAY MEETING 

Buildings: 

i) New container 

MC said that we were now ready to take delivery of the new container but BW objected that there was still inadequate(non-

existent) project planning and detailed costing of this project, which should be in place before proceeding further.  As a first step 

towards such planning, BW was requested to update his 2016 costings for the purchase of a 40' container, including anti-

condensation treatment, internal insulation and pedestrian doors as previously discussed. 

ii) Toilet Block 

Agreed to hold over this subject to a meeting where TW was present. BW suspects that the cost figures quoted to the last meeting 

may not cover the specification that was discussed at that time.  

NP queried why we should have to meet the full capital cost since our agreement with Southill Estates was to contribute only to 

running expenses. 

iii) Security of Club house. 

PC reported that ACE are recommending that the fire alarm circuit be split into 2 zones: he was instructed to get a cost estimate.  

The telephone call out has been corrected and it now calls PC's mobile, then his house and then 2 other members. There was 

discussion of who should have door codes for entry to the club house and it was agreed to cancel all the old codes and start again, 

issuing new codes to members who genuinely need access.  BW asked that the security of the door at the non-kitchen end be 

checked. 
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iv)Library 

MC referred to the paper on the subject from DC. It was agreed to leave the library where it is but try to make more room by 

moving all the bookshelves to one wall.  DC should be told not to dispose of any books without reference to the Committee. 

v) Project Management 

It was agreed that better control over project spending was needed.  Members should be reminded that expenditure would not be 

reimbursed unless it had been approved in advance.  All projects should: 

 be fully scoped; 

be fully costed, including allowance for contingencies; 

have an implementation plan. 

 Such planning must be in place and approved before works start or monies spent. 

NP suggested that the Club should advertise locally for a retired Quantity Surveyor or Project Manager who could advise (foc) on 

current and future projects. 

Roadway and Grass 

MC commented that the grass would need cutting again before SOH was able to return. 

Rolling Stock 

MC reported that a new vacuum pump had been purchased for Lewis. 

Track & Signalling 

BW said that point 51 would be installed as soon as possible after it was finished, but the installation of point 45 might best be 

deferred until after the Hammer Hill station throat had been dealt with.  He noted that at Haynes End the approach track to 

platform 1 and the track at the end of platform 3 that had caused a derailment had been rectified but since it was all on softwood 

sleepers, this would be only a temporary fix. Some spare panels are available and more could be made to replace those in the 

station area made of softwood sleepers but not under cover of the canopy.  The main cross-over beyond the signal box is 

deteriorating and would require renovation before long. He said it was not feasible to replace the crossover as a single unit, nor 

would it be sensible to lift each individual point for re-building as we would most likely lose the geometry. He proposed mapping 

each point for replacement plastic sleepers. A full set could then be prepared but then replacements inserted individually, but 

progressing alternately along a point.  

PC reported that he had been trying to source new solenoids for the signals on the gantry; he is waiting for a call back from ABA. 

PC noted that GM had completed the retaining wall round his new box. 

 Evening events. 

MC reported that there had been no response to his appeal in The Coupling for someone to organise evening events. Unless 

someone comes forward we will have to accept that, from next year, Monday evenings will be purely social events. 

Health & Safety 

MC noted that JP had never been enthusiastic about getting qualified to do PAT testing and this had now lapsed. NP thought it 

should not be too expensive to get a professional electrician to check the few appliances that we have. 

MC reported that JP had queried gas safety at Winterfield but TW has stated that there is a current gas safety certificate in force so 

there was no problem. 

The Coupling 

BW reported that there was still a problem with some member s receiving the magazine electronically. Identifying the issues has 

been hampered by members who had successfully received the e-mail failing to act on the request to respond confirming receipt. 

Jobs for the Young Adults  

PC reported that the group had started on the fences by the loco shed but had come up against a tree stump. 

Any Other Business 

Charity Day.  

MC was asked how he intended to hand over the takings to Keech: he said he was planning a small presentation.  PC noted that 

operating staff on that day should be warned that if demand justified carrying on beyond 16.30 hrs we would have to do so. 

Price of Santa Special Tickets 

Tickets last year were £8 for a child, including a present, and £5 for an adult (no present). It was noted that inflation was affecting 

the cost of children's presents and agreed that this year the child's ticket should cost £9 but the adult ticket remain at £5, at least for 

this year. 

Roll of Club Officers 

A. B. reported that a new wooden scroll for the list of Club officers was awaiting lettering. 

Waste collection. 

There have been problems with DSD waste collection but they have been chased. 

Clubhouse exterior 

AB will start shortly on his annual repaint of the exterior of the Clubhouse 
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JUNE MEETING 

Buildings: 

i) New container 

In accordance with the agreed need for a plan for any project, NP will draw up a list of all the actions needed to install and fit-out 

the new container.  BW will circulate the plan that was drawn up for the reinstallation of 5", to remind the Committee what a plan 

looked like.  

BW tabled the updated figures for the purchase of the container, as requested at the May meeting. 

Roadway and Grass 

(i) SO reported that a new tyre had been bought for the mower. 

(ii) SS noted that he needed some help with strimming. It was agreed that Tom could strim edges so long as he kept away from 

any parked cars. 

Rolling Stock 

(i) MC's comment was noted. It was agreed that a bracket to mount the new pump on Lewisshould be prepared so that the pump 

could be mounted quickly if the present one failed. 

(ii) The Committee noted that the components for the Cardiff coaches had been moved to the crew-room: they asked for a report 

on spending on the project so far, and an estimate of the spending needed for completion. 

(iii) The Committee noted that it had not received a report on the derailments to the new raised track riding car, requested as a 

condition of the £600 for a further riding car agreed at the April meeting.  

Track & Signalling 

(i) Raised Track: Nothing to Report 

(ii) Ground Level: BW reported huge kinks in the track opposite Hammer Hill station due to heat expansion; he and NB had lifted 

the track to relieve the pressure. Unless the track could be made good on Wednesday, running on Sunday would have to use the 

relief line. 

PC reported that he had purchased and fitted new solenoids to the semaphore signals on the gantry and both the home and distant 

signals were now working. 

(iii) Signalling project: it was agreed that NP, as Acting Chair, should e-mail GM to ask for a statement of exactly what will be in 

place at the end of 12 months. GM should also be asked to confirm that on running days certain points could be locked in one 

position. 

Evening events. 

In connection with the purchase of Heather, it had been noted that many members had only a partial understanding of how to drive 

a steam engine.  It was agreed that on 2 summer Mondays AG would give practical demonstrations of driving.  

Utilities 

SO reported that the cess pit needs emptying again, despite having been emptied on 17
th

 May.  NP will take this up with Southill 

Estates as it appears that the work they have done on the toilets is having this effect. 

Health & Safety 

The Committee noted the report from RWB on first aid boxes; it was agreed that NP will purchase 2 more basic first aid boxes 

and 2 accident report books, one of each for Summerfield and Winterfield; existing boxes and contents to be disposed of.  Any use 

of a first aid box must be logged in the accident book and so must any accident that does not require first aid. 

PC confirmed that there was no legal requirement to have a first aider on site and SO quoted his maxim of using eyes but not 

hands. 

Advertising 

BW reported that despite assurances from RWB at the last Committee meeting, no one on the Committee had yet been given 

administration rights to the Club Facebook page.  The Committee agreed that if this persisted they would have no alternative but 

to review the future of the Club Facebook page: MC to write to RWB. 

Jobs for the Young Adults   

PC reported that the tree stump had been removed. 

Any Other Business 

Charity Day.  

PC confirmed that a cheque for £900 had been sent to Keech Hospice Care to add to the £217 they had raised at their own stand 

on the day. MC to ask for some pictures to publicise receipt of the cheque.  The Committee agreed that it had been a good day and 

worth repeating, possibly with another charity. 

Water tank at Winterfield 

NP reported that KS has measured the tank and estimates that for £200 it could be clad with plywood and disguised as a signal 
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box at the end of the platform. This payment was agreed. 

Information distribution 

TW noted that he did not receive the bulletins that PC sent following each running day, detailing the takings.  PC explained that 

they were intended for the information of those who had worked on the running day, not as a Committee communication.  BW 

added that when communication via the website was up and running, the Treasurer would be able to set up any mailing list that he 

chose.  However, NP agreed the Committee needed to make more effort on its internal communications. 

Rostering 

BW noted that returns to the Rostering site so far indicated that staff would be very thin this coming Sunday.  It was noted that 

this is becoming the norm and it was suggested that the Chairman communicates with the membership in an attempt to bolster the 

number of volunteers for public running. 

Clubroom 

The Committee noted that, despite the decision at the last meeting that there should be no further changes to the clubroom, filing 

cabinets had been removed to the library.  It was agreed to require them to be returned, in accordance with the earlier committee 

decision. 

 
CHARITY DAY 
 

On the 29
th

 May the club held a charity day in aid of the Keech Hospice in Luton. After what seems to have been a very successful 

day we were able to give the Keech a cheque for £1117 for which they are very grateful. Unfortunately I had booked my holiday 

prior to the day being organised with the Keech, who wanted to it to coincide with their children’s week and was therefore not 

around on the day, but I would like to thank all those who gave their time on behalf of those less fortunate than ourselves. 

Many thanks. 
 

  
Martin Cusden 

 
Become an Approved Operator of the Society’s new acquisition -          Heather 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

 

 

 
I have been tasked, by the committee, to train and assess potential Operators. 

This is any member’s opportunity to learn to operate an excellent example of the tried and tested design of ‘Romulus’. A powerful 

locomotive that is quite happy pulling three carriages up our track or double heading with four (just for fun) 

I have advisedly used the term ‘Operator’ as the requirement on anybody wishing to go through this training is that you have to be 

able to start the process from getting the loco out of the shed, preparing and lighting the fire and bringing the boiler up to pressure, 

oiling round and testing all valves and injectors. Before progressing beyond the testing there will be a review of emergency 

procedures in the case of failure of critical systems. 

This will be followed by the ‘fun’ bit, actually driving the loco, initially light and then with a train. This is linked closely with 

‘learning the road’ as it is as critical to know where you are going as well as how! This will include learning point controls, 

signals and speeds and most importantly braking and stopping distances. Alongside this you will learn to stoke and maintain the 

fire and keep the water level up and pressure maintained. 

Then at the end of the running you need to be able to drop the fire, blow down the boiler and let the loco cool down whilst 

cleaning, brushing the tubes and vacuuming the smoke box and firebox. Cleaning the whole loco inside and out is the final critical 

task before returning it to the shed and covering it in its own blanket! 

If you are interested in putting yourself through the whole package and becoming one of the approved operators drop me an email 

and we can try and organise something mutually acceptable. 

Alan Gildersleve 

 

CLUB DAY AND BARBECUE 

 

This year our barbecue is on the Sunday 13th August and is combined with the club running day. Hopefully the weather will be 

fine and we can have a good day. The club will provide the barbecue and the clubhouse will be open for tea and coffee. Those 

attending bring their own food for cooking, salad, rolls etc. and any drinks that they may want for their meal and I suggest a start 

time of 12.00 pm. 

Loco running usually starts at about 10.00 am. so a good run can be had before lunch and can continue after if anyone wants to. 

We now have the benefit of 5 inch track around so that unloading at Haynes End and enjoying the whole circuit is possible. 

It would be nice to see a good turnout so hopefully I will see you there. 

Martin Cusden 

 

2017 GALA WEEKEND 

We are holding our Annual Gala weekend from Friday 1
st
 to Sunday 3

rd
 September.  Any help from members over the weekend, 

no matter how much, will be greatfully received. This will help to enhance our visitors experience. Any volunteers please contact 

the Gala orgaisers, details on the booking form. 

If any members know of any visitors who may like to attend please ask them to contact Mat & Gilly Rainer for further details. 

 

Please ensure that you have booked your Gala Dinner etc. Booking Form at the end of this issue to reach Mat and Gilly by 11
th

. 

August. Don’t delay – book today! 

 
CLUB EVENTS 

August 
Wednesday 2

nd
..   Public Running – Limited Catering 

Wednesday 9
th

.   Public Running – Limited Catering 

Sunday 13
th

.   Club Running and Barbecue 

Wednesday 16
th

.   Public Running – Limited Catering 

Monday 21
st
.   Committee Meeting 

Sunday 27
th

.   Public Running  

Monday 28
th

.   Public Running – Bank Holiday 

September 

Friday 1
st
.   Visitors Rally 

Saturday 2
nd

.    Visitors Rally and Gala Dinner 

Sunday 3
rd

.   Public Running 

Monday 11
th

.   Club Night – Guest Speaker “Working on the Darjeeling Railway” 

Sunday 17
th

.   Public Running 

Monday 18
th

.   Committee Meeting 

Sunday 24
th

.   Club Running 

October 

Sunday 8
th

.   Public Running 

Monday 9
th

.   Club Night – Members Open Forum 

Sunday 15
th

.   Club Running 

Monday 16
th

.   Committee Meeting 

Sunday 22
nd

.   Public Running 

Wednesday 25
th

.   Public Running – Limited Catering 
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MONDAY EVENING MEETINGS 

For these to continue in 2018 an organiser is urgently required. Can you help? Contact our Chairman for details. 

 
 

NEW CLUBHOUSE ------------PART 3 

 
From This – 

 

 
 

 

To This – in three months 

 

 

 
 

 

 

When we left the site of the old clubhouse on Christmas Eve all that could be seen was a large concrete slab surrounded by a clear 

and tidy area.  When we returned after Christmas large lorries had been arriving and leaving piles of long mysterious shaped 

sections of timber, which in a very few days were reducing in size and re-appearing on the concrete platform, standing on a damp 

proofing and forming the base of our new clubhouse. 
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The assembly continued at a very rapid pace until late in January appeared our grand new clubhouse with a slight problem-----NO 

doors or windows!!!! 

Apparently, so the story went, there had been very severe snow storms in Eastern Europe from whence our new clubhouse was 

sourced that prevented the doors and windows from being delivered directly and they had been sent via China.  I was able to 

verify the snowstorm story but the Chinese involvement remains inscrutable!!. 

 

 
 

The structure remained without its doors and windows well into the middle of February when suddenly there they were and the 

building was handed over into our care.  Near panic ensued as by this time we only had just over four weeks to complete the 

interior for our Easter opening. After several re-iterations and considerable discussion the layout of the buffet was decided, 



10 

 

funding was found and quickly the contractor installed the electrics, members went to work fitting the new cabinets,  getting the 

worktops cut and fitted, sourcing and fitting sinks, water heaters, white goods and internal plumbing all for the opening day. 

One major snag did arise during the build when it was ”discovered??” that we could no longer pass the grey water from our Buffet 

into a soak-away, it had to go into the existing site system.  Rapid works with the digger caused trenches to be dug, drains to be 

laid and a connection to the site system made and the trenches backfilled.The outside of the new clubhouse was painted, fences 

were erected, the surrounding grassy area tidied up, we were connected to mains electricity and 

 

WE MADE IT, open for Easter— 

-- 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

EPILOGUE 

 

Our new Clubhouse is now no longer new as it has been in use for a number of years. Having been deeply involved in 

the initial investigation, committee decisions, procurement and build with all the ups-and-downs that occurred I can 

assure members that the building was procured to be our Clubhouse, with the ability to be used as the Railway Buffet 

on public running days. A third use to upgrade public utilisation was imposed upon us by Green Sand Ridge who gave 

us the funding to match that generated by our efforts.  

All loans from members were repaid within two years and we appreciate those who donated and/or gave their labour. 

It is however a living building and its useage and layout will evolve and change to meet new requirements. Please wait 

for the startling revelations in Part 4 
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ROB JAMES 

Congratulations to Rob on his 100
th

. Birthday recently. Rob still drives and  is often at the club and also has given us supplies 

from his company on many occasions. Best wishes from us all at BMES. 

 
AROUND OUR SITE 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dick Billington 
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A (SECOND) THREE-CORNERED EVENING 

 

Just one year ago our May evening meeting featured a very popular presentation on the iconic Avro Vulcan. The illustrated talk 

was given by Paddy Langdown from the Vulcan to the Sky Trust and himself a former Vulcan captain. This year Paddy made a 

most welcome return to keep our audience enthralled with a further discourse on how the Vulcan was used to fulfil its role as a 

deterrent. 

The period from the late 1950s into the 1960s and beyond was known as the ‘Cold War’, when it was considered that there was an 

imminent threat from the former Soviet Union and who might conceivably launch a nuclear onslaught on Western countries. This 

threat had to be countered with a corresponding force and the situation of Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD – no less!) became 

evident. An attack from one side would provoke a retaliation from the other and … the consequences are virtually unimaginable. 

Thus the Vulcan, along with its contemporaries the Valiant and Victor, became the V-Force capable of carrying the nuclear 

weapons to the heart of the suspected enemy. The fact that a nuclear conflict was avoided shows that the deterrent was effective 

for both sides. 

In the early days the threat was from long-range bomber aircraft and, with the early warning radar systems being deployed, 

varying degrees of readiness could be established for the V-Force crews. Latterly, with the introduction of Intercontinental 

Ballistic Missiles (ICBM), the period of advanced warning was drastically reduced and called for crews to be on ‘cockpit 

readiness’, where the entire retaliatory force could be airborne within four minutes of the warning being received! 

Clearly this could not be achieved by relying on just the relatively few airfields where the V-bombers were based and so a system 

of using dispersal airfields covering the entire United Kingdom was evolved. This also had the effect of reducing the amount of 

destruction that could be expected from an incoming attack. 

Each airfield had constructed a rapid response platform beside the end of the runway, with angled taxi-ways connecting to the 

runway, and these accommodated up to four aircraft – fully armed and ready to go. At four-minute readiness the crews would be 

on board and ready for the call to ‘Scramble’; on the call a single button was pressed to start all four engines simultaneously. After 

engine start the aircraft would move forward to the runway, successively taking up left and right sides to minimise the effect of 

wake turbulence from the aircraft in front, and complete the take-off. The allowed time for all four aircraft to get airborne was 

four minutes, but the time achieved was often about half of this. 

After take-off all aircraft would head out over the North Sea before talking up the specific routes to their allotted targets. These 

targets had been determined well in advance and had been studied intensively and in isolation by the crews. 

Anyone seeing the interior of the Vulcan cockpit for the first time would probably look on it as being a very cramped 

environment. To an ex-Canberra navigator, however, it was quite spacious – one might even say palatial! A full width bench 

provided the working space for the rear-facing crew, the navigator/plotter in the centre, nav/radar on his left and AEO (Air 

Electronics Officer) on his right. Each crew position was equipped with a ration heater to provide hot soup to supplement the 

ration pack issued for the longer flights. Again in contrast to the Canberra, which had a sombre black painted interior, the Vulcan 

cabin was lined with a plain grey quilted material. Except for one aircraft where the grey was streaked with patches of pink, brown 

and orange. Very avant garde one would think until the story emerged that an earlier crew member had not pierced the top of his 

can of soup before placing it in the ration heater. The resulting eruption when the can was opened caused the entire rear cabin to 

be liberally sprayed with hot tomato soup. The equipment and crew suffered no ill effects, other than acute embarrassment, but the 

lining proved to be more difficult to clean! 

The Olympus engines of the Vulcan Mk.1 were considerably less powerful than those of the Mk.2, but nonetheless produced a 

useful amount of thrust. This was borne out when a training exercise had been completed and the crew were practising circuits 

with one engine shut down. This was a common procedure and would not normally cause any concern but this time, on opening 

up for the go-around, an engine on the opposite side shed a turbine blade, which penetrated its neighbour, taking it out of action 

also and leaving the pilot with just ONE serviceable engine. With insufficient runway left to abandon the take-off safely the only 

course of action available was to complete the go-around and this was done with no further drama. 

Another example that showed how powerful were the Olympus engines was demonstrated at the 1958 Farnborough Air Show. An 

early production Mk.1 (XA891) – admittedly with the uprated engines – was paired with the Mk2 first production (XH533). The 

two aircraft performed a series of synchronised half-loops with roll off the top at opposite ends of the runway. While it made for a 

spectacular display it also had an operational significance as at that time the LABS (low approach bombing system) bombing 

technique was being introduced. Here the bomber approaches its target at low level, pulls up into a vertical climb then releases the 

bomb before completing the half-loop and roll-out and heading at high speed back away from the target. This procedure was also 

known as ‘toss bombing’ as the bomb was thrown forward a considerable distance before detonating, thus giving the aircraft a 

better chance to clear the area well before the explosion occurred. The introduction of the stand-off bomb, such as Blue Steel, 

made this practice obsolete. Later the introduction of Polaris and Trident missiles made the role of the manned bomber less 

desirable and the V-Force aircraft were reallocated to other duties. 

Early Mk.1 Vulcans were delivered finished in the then Bomber Command standard high-speed silver. From XA901 to the end of 

the production run, followed by the Mk2, the aircraft received an all-over finish of anti-flash white. This gave a very attractive 

appearance initially but rapidly became very stained on the underside of the engine bays due to leakage of the synthetic oil used 

on the Olympus engines. When the low-level tactics were introduced a grey and green camouflage pattern was applied, initially to 

the upper surfaces only but later to an all-over cover, as depicted on XH558 and other preserved examples. 

In conclusion, a question was asked at our presentation regarding the camouflage pattern used – was it the same for all aircraft? 

While a standard pattern did exist, slight variations in interpretation of the specification were made, depending on which 

Maintenance Unit or base had the task of carrying out the repaint. 

Malcolm Freestone 
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All photographs – Nige Freestone 
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OFFICERS and COMMITTEE 

 of the Bedford Model Engineering Society 

President: Dick Billington  

 

Vice President: John Saunders 

 

Chairman: Martin Cusden 

  Tel: 01582 883260 e-mail: martincusden@icloud.com                    

 

Company Secretary:    Norman Pethybridge 

                             Tel: 01234 870335; e-mail: harrismagnette@aol.com    

 

Treasurer and Membership Secretary:Peter Chapman 

Tel:01462 813497; e-mail : petechapman7@btinternet.com 

 

Committee:  Alan Beard   Richard Bulley  Alan Gildersleve  Shaun O’Hare   Stuart Shotbolt   

                             Brian Walton  Terry White 

 

Coupling Editor: Tony Bullock 

  Tel: 01494 439098; e-mail  bullockt@aol.com 

 

Boiler Test Co-ordinator: Martin Cusden,  Tel: 01582 883260 e-mail: martincusden@icloud.com 

 

Boiler Testers:   Dick Billington, Peter Hodges, Nigel Freestone, Shaun O’Hare, Mark Bray 

All appointments for boiler testing to be made only via Martin Cusden 

   

E-media co-ordinator:  Brian Walton 

 
Mailing Address: 

Bedford Model Engineering Society 

Summerfields Miniature Railways 

Summerfield Barns 

Hammer Hill 

HAYNES 

MK45 3BH 

 

For more information please go to our website www.bedfordmes.co.uk  

 

Readers are reminded that any views expressed in The Coupling are solely those of the individual contributors.  They do not 

necessarily reflect the views of the editor or of the BMES committee.  They should therefore not be regarded as being part of 

Society policy. 

© Bedford Model Engineering Society 

 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Held on the third Monday of the month in the Clubhouse 

. 

CLUB MEETINGS 

Held on second Monday of the month—check in The Coupling 

. 

WORKING PARTIES 
Wednesdays from 10am.  Workshop and Library open. 

Sundays from 9.30am—check if aiming to attend. 

 

‘The COUPLING’ PUBLICATION DATES 
Next copy deadline is 11th. October 2017 please! 

 
CLUB CLOTHING 

Club clothing available to order - contact Tony Bullock - bullockt@aol.com 

 

PIN BADGES 

Pin Badges of the BMES Logo are now available. Ideal for placing on clothing when visiting other clubs.  Summerfields sew on 

badges are also in stock. Contact Tony Bullock. 
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BEDFORD MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETYBEDFORD MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETYBEDFORD MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETYBEDFORD MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETY    
2017 Gala Weekend 

Members Booking Form 

 

 Gala Dates are Friday 1
st
 to Sunday 3

rd
 September. 

 Please can you return this form no later than 11
th
 August  

 

Your Details 

Forename 

 

Surname 

Address 

 

 

 

Post Code 

 

Phone 

e-mail 

 

Other People accompanying you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On Site Meals 

Please tick the boxes for the choices for each person. A ticket will be issued for each meal booked. 

        Person 

Friday Evening 1 2 3 4 

 Fish & Chips     

Saturday Breakfast     

 Egg and Bacon Bap     

Saturday Lunch     

      

 Evening Sit-down Meal.     

 Main Course     

 Chicken Hotpot     

 Pork with Leek and Mustard Source*     

 Lamb Pastitsio     

 Macaroni Cheese     

 Desserts     

 Tiramisu     

 Chocolate Roulade*     

 Fresh Fruit Salad*     

Sunday Breakfast     

 Egg and Bacon Bap     

 Lunch     

      

*these dishes are Gluten Free 
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Meals and Times Cost £ No. Total £ 

Friday Supper         1800 5.50   

Saturday Breakfast 0830-1000 2.75   

Saturday Lunch      1230-1400 3.00   

Saturday Evening   1800 9.00   

Sunday Breakfast   0830-1000 2.75   

Sunday Lunch        1230-1400 3.00   

 Totals   

 

Accommodation 

Please indicate if you wish to stay on sight, as there are limited pitches available.   

Type 

  

 

Cheque enclosed (payable to B.M.E.S., please) for £..................................  

 

Please return to: Mat & Gilly Rainer,  

15 Chaucer Road, 

 Bletchley, 

 Milton Keynes. MK3 5AH    

Tel: 01908 366198 (ans.) 
email: mkrainers@btinternet.com 

 

Please advise if you wish to camp on site as soon as possible, as places are limited .  

All members are reminded to sign in at Reception, where all food tickets will be issued.  

Conformation of your booking will be sent. 

If you require conformation sent by post, please enclose a S.A.E. 

 


