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EDITORIAL 

 

Welcome to this latest edition of The Coupling.  

So we are coming to the end of another season and the nights are drawing in. However we are still 

active and there is plenty to do. In this issue you will find requests for help in many areas of our 

Haynes site. General maintenance, the garden railway, Santa Specials and the 5" reinstatement all come 

to mind. There are also plenty of occasions to come along for a cup of tea and a chat to see what is 

going on. We hope to see many of you over the coming months. The Christmas Quiz is fun and there is 

a fine buffet to enjoy so if you have not been before give it a try. 

Although we are only half way through October this is the last Coupling of 2016 so best wishes to you 

all for Christmas and 2017. 

Talking of Christmas any help with the Santa's will be greatly appreciated. Contact our Chairman with 

your offer of help. 

JOB VACANCY 

 
We need a new Elf to help Santa handing out presents. Any member who knows of a young person 

who could take on this role please contact Chairman Martin. 

Tony Bullock 

 

CHAIRMAN'S CHAT 
 

As i write this two more running days will see the end of yet another running season. As I have said 

before, we have tried something different this year with running on Wednesdays during the school 

holidays, these have been generally well attended and it will be interesting to see at the end of the year 

if this is extra income or if it is the same spread over more days. Also this year we have had the added 

interest of bouncy castles on running days, Our first castle was huge and dominated the site, it was also 

clear that as their charge was quite high there was a risk of their taking income away from the railway 

and we therefore stopped there attendance after two running days. Since then a much more modest 

castle has been coming and this appears to be popular and therefore an enhancement. In both cases we 

are paid by the owners. 

I made reference in my last chat that we hope to replace the old crew room with a container workshop 

for locos and riding trolleys. As we had a number of issues that we wished to discuss with our 

landlords we asked for a meeting with David Cannie, the new assistant manager of the Southill Estate. 

At that meeting we discussed the container, as well as some work to be done on the trees alongside the 

track up to Hammer Hill, improvements to the toilets and their agreement of us trying to get a separate 

post code for the site to try and prevent certain sat navs sending visitors through a local farmyard. He 

was very interested in what we do and after a ride around the track and a cup of tea said he would be in 

touch. We have since received a letter agreeing to all our requests. 

We were approached by two lads looking to set up a business producing promotional videos for 

businesses and they made a very competitive offer to do the same for us. Their work is now on the 

website and I urge you to visit the site and watch it. The committee are very pleased with it as it shows 

all aspects of the site and what we offer, in a modern and bright way. 

The visitors rally took place in early September, as usual Matt and Gilly did a superb job. It was well 

attended by visiting locos and these as usual did the public hauling on the Sunday. On the Saturday 

night we enjoyed a excellent meal in the club house but due to rain the usual night run was abandoned. 

Completion of the 5 inch track to Hammer Hill is getting closer but is still to be completed. Further 

extension of the signalling at Hammer Hill is under way and the usual maintenance proceeds as and 

when people are available. 

Looking back I think we have had a good but not exceptional summer and my thanks go to all those 

who have helped and assisted in any way over this period especially the catering department who do so 

much to keep our visitors fed and watered, 

A full calendar of Monday evening meetings is in place, don’t forget the club quiz in December, 

always an entertaining evening and please if you are in the area drop in and say hello 

 

Martin Cusden 
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COMMITTEE NOTES 

 

JULY MEETING 

Secretary's Report  

NP reported that we are still awaiting Treasury confirmation that there is no outstanding claim on the 

assets of the Society.  

NP reported that he had received confirmation that we had formally been accepted as a member of The 

Northern Association of Model Engineers.  They had offered to authenticate our boiler tests but we 

were already covered by our membership of the Southern Federation and we would continue to rely on 

that and use Southern paperwork.  

Buildings  

PC reported that the deck of the footbridge had been coated with non-slip paint and the steps would be 

done shortly 

New container  BW reported that GM had finished his work on the signalling system and was now 

ready to start work on the footings for the container. He reminded the committee that a 30 ft container 

had been agreed. 

Grass 

No report on Roadway 

SO reported the grass had grown madly in the recent wet weather. The work experience kids had done 

a good job; one of the mowers had developed a fault he had made a temporary repair that could be 

repeated if necessary. He noted that at Winterfield the areas that could not be accessed by the ride-on 

mowers needed to be cut by hand. 

Rolling stock 

MC commented that at the end of the current season all the riding carriages would need a thorough 

overhaul.  

Track & Signalling 

BW observed that the new point 54, which had already been built, could be installed in place of point 

56. 

Mobile Plant & Tools 

PC reported that there was a problem with the axel on the dumper. 

Evening Events 

MC noted that we still needed a volunteer to take on the organisation of next year's programme.  

Health & Safety 

SO reported that he did not consider that the First Aid box needed replenishing.  He felt that if first aid 

were needed in future an ambulance should be called, after consulting the responsible adult if the 

casualty was a child. 

Advertising 

MC reported that a piece had been supplied to Country Properties for inclusion in their Newsletter.  We 

also had coverage in the Haynes Village Newsletter, following a visit from the Editor.  That lady is also 

the correspondent for Haynes in the Biggleswade Chronicle and she offered a mention in that too. 

Young Adults 

PC noted the need for the Club to attract more young people.  There was discussion of the Experience 

Day last year, which had been only a limited success. TW referred to the North London Club which has 

a junior section and PC agreed to phone them to compare notes. 

Any Other Business 

NP reported that he understood that we would shortly receive 2 flag poles surplus from Jordans Mill.   

PC reported that the Branch Line Society wished to visit on 18
th

 Sept.  They had offered to pay £5 per 

head for coffee, cake and a ride on every part of the railway. 

e) It was agreed to get 3 more picnic table for Summerfield so that one of the existing tables could be 

moved to Winterfield.   
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AUGUST MEETING 

Buildings  

Engine shed storage:  The storage plan would be revised, now that the American loco was gone. 

New container:  PC reported that the dump truck should be back in use this week with a new drive 

chain. This would allow digging of footings to start. 

Footbridge: NP reported that both deck and steps had now been painted with non-slip paint 

and sand had been sprinkled on the wet paint for added grip. He suggested that a hand rail 

should be added on the steps at toddler height: it was agreed to ask TW to take on that 

project. 

Grass 

SO reported that the uneven height of cut on the mulching mower would be fixed this week.  

He also noted that he had acquired a new belt for the Countax mower and the Chair added 

that anyone operating that mower should receive specific training. 

Rolling stock 

AG noted that carriage #4 had again been involved in a derailment on the inner loop. 

Track & Signalling 

BW reported that there had been problems on the outer loop in the recent hot weather but it was 

increasingly difficult to muster enough bodies on a Wednesday to deal with such track issues. 

BW reported that the new point 42 was almost finished. There was agreement that it should be installed 

as soon as it possible along with newly built point 54 which would be substituted and installed as point 

56.  The 5" run-throughs at Badgers Holt were ready for installation. 

BW tabled an estimate from GM (Att B) of the cost of completing his signalling project.  After 

discussion it was agreed that the Committee wished to see a signalled railway and that GM's plan 

should go forward as and when it could be afforded. 

PC reported that Stuart Timms had fixed the signalling and points problems in the Haynes End signal 

box; he wondered if Stuart could give Gordon any help. 

BW reported that the new operating cable for the track-selector at the carriage shed had not yet been 

received from the cycle shop. 

Mobile Plant & Tools 

PC reported that the dumper should be back in action this week. 

In reply to a query from SO, PC confirmed that the portable generator had worked satisfactorily on the 

occasion of the recent mains power failure and had been put away in working condition. 

Evening Events 

BW reported receiving (from JP) a suggestion that coach outings might be organised, and of interest to 

members. A visit to Brooklands Museum was suggested as a possible trip. 

MC noted that we still needed a volunteer to take on the organisation of next year's programme.   

Utilities 

PC reported that the main electricity supply cable was to be replaced (again!). 

The Coupling 

PC reported that printing of the postal copies of the Coupling had initially been overlooked but was 

now done and they were in course of distribution. 

Advertising 

MC reported that favourable comments had been received on the piece in Country Properties 

Newsletter.   

MC reported that the bouncy castle operator would not be invited to come again because his castle was 

too big and too expensive. 

The e-mail offer from S. Lowden-Smith, offering a new video for our web-site for £60 was noted.  It 

was agreed to invite him to come on site on Wednesday and to ask to see some examples of his work.  

If they were satisfactory, a new video, at that price, would be commissioned. 

The dates for next year's visits from Mencap were agreed as 27 July and 8 August. 

He noted that he had received an offer of 4 able-bodied men to work on extending the new path 

towards the ramp up to the station: at least part of the extension would have to be in concrete to stand 
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up to the passage of heavy trucks making for the track up to Winterfield. PC is to make further 

enquiries. 

Any Other Business 

BW reported the need for signage at the junction of North Lane to prevent motorists from going up the 

farm track in search of the railway.  RGB reported that we would not be permitted to put a private sign 

on the Central Beds post but BW noted that there was also a lamp-post at the junction, to which a 

"brown sign" could be fixed.  BW was asked to advise RGB of the lamp number and RGB will ask 

CBC for quote for a standard sign on the lamp post. 

 

SEPTEMBER MEETING 

Secretary's Report  

 NP reported that we are still awaiting the confirmation from the Solicitor General's office that there are 

no outstanding judgments against us so that we can make progress with Companies House.  

Buildings  

New container:  PC and BW reported on a meeting on 1
st
 Sept with the new Deputy Mgr of Southill 

Estates; he agreed that Estates would inspect the trees along the line with a view lopping them and 

would arrange an inspection of the toilet block with a view to improving the plumbing and the 

electricity supply.  The new container was also discussed and Estates want to see a proposal with some 

details before they can express an opinion: detail must include the footings and the electricity supply. 

Winterfield: BW also noted that the tour with landlord’s representative had highlighted there were 2 

gas appliances at Winterfield that had no gas safety certificate. 

Roadway/Grass 

BW observed that some holes were already showing in the roadway. 

Rolling stock 

It was agreed to ask MC to report on the progress with the Cardiff carriages and also to draw up a 

program for the overhaul of the existing stock during the winter.  

Track & Signalling 

BW reported that point 42 was now installed and usable, although there was some clonking when a 

train passed over it.   

Point 56 was now in build but awaiting advice for JL because there appears to be a problem with a 

frog. Point 55 is in bits awaiting assembly. 

The new inner of the operating cable for the track selector at the carriage shed has now been received 

from Brink but the existing outer needs to be removed and taken to Brink for a complete cable to be 

made up.   

Mobile Plant & Tools 

PC reported that the dumper is now fixed. 

g)  Evening Events 

BW reported receiving from JP a rough program for next year but there was still no one willing to take 

on the organisation.  It was agreed that at the Members' Open Forum on 10
th

 Oct PC should announce 

that there will be no Evening Events in 2017 unless an organiser comes forward. 

The Coupling 

BW noted that pictures from the Visitor Weekend had been forwarded to TB for inclusion in the next 

issue.   

Advertising 
The Committee approved the new video. 

Jobs for Young Adults 

PC reported that Tom is now back and Liam will start back on 28
th

 Sept; he will finish painting the 

picnic tables and repair fence at the end of the car park. 

Santa Specials 
TB reported that bookings were going well, with approx 50% of seats already sold with some 

substantial bookings still to come. 

Any Other Business 

SO proposed that the field should be closed to cars immediately after Santa Specials until 2 weeks 

before Easter.  Agreed. 

The letter from Central Beds Highways concerning brown direction signs was noted.  
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VISITORS RALLY 

 

The rally started well with fine weather and the first visitors arriving on the Thursday morning.  

Locomotives were unloaded on to the steaming bays and many subjects were discussed at length. 

Friday saw the arrival of many more visitors and much activity took place. Several locos were soon 

fired up and all tracks were busy. Groups of people were soon carrying on many conversations 

covering all manner of things from railways to setting the world to rights. In the evening we were 

treated to a film show which was railway related. Although in black and white with a young Jack 

Warner as its star the film was enjoyed by all. Saturday was very busy with everybody active on the 

tracks. Unfortunately the weather let us down in mid afternoon and sent everyone scurrying for cover. 

The dinner in the Clubhouse on Saturday evening was the usual high standard and a great atmosphere 

prevailed. Sunday was public running and all trains were operated by visiting locos. This day was less 

busy than usual probably due to weather and 5 public days in August. Once again a great weekend for 

BMES with thanks to all our visitors and special thanks to Matt and Gilly Rainer for their excellent 

organisation.  Look on our web site for photographs of the rally. 

 

VISITING LOCOMOTIVES 

 

M. Rainer  08 13059 

P. Wood   J6 Tram 

P. Lawson  LNER 61761 

L. Steel   SR Q 33036 

B. Remnant  "p.p.pig" Simplex 

B. Harvey  "Talpa" LU Battery 

M. Fox   5231 Highlander 

P. Brigg   "Jessie" 

G. Coles   "Fritz" 

A. Robelou  Black 5 45440 

D. Billington  Feldbahn 

M. Pearson  "Reshucle" 

R. Sutcliffe  Foden Road Vehicle 

S. Titley   GNR 01 

S. Elliott   Burrell Road Vehicle 

J. Brown  Black 5 5206 

A. Phillips  4.5" Burrell Road Vehicle 

M. Tandy  LNER 60525 

J. Hampshire  4MT 80076 

M. Chumbley  Sweet Pea "Pagefield" 

D. Holland  Sweet William "Lady May" 

T. Parham  LNER 7684 

C. Orchard  Simplex 

 

VIEWS FROM THE VISITOR RALLY - NIGE FREESTONE 
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VIEWS FROM THE VISITOR RALLY - MICHAEL WALTON 
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WARNING OF FAKE BOILER TEST CERTIFICATES IN CIRCULATION 

 

It has come to the attention of the Southern Federation that there are a number of fake 
boiler test certificates currently in circulation. 
Please advise your boiler inspectors and members who may be considering the purchase 
of a boiler, or who have recently purchased a boiler, to carefully check the 'C' number in 
the top right corner of the certificate. This must be a pre-printed number for the certificate 
to be a valid original. 
Where hand written numbers are present, the certificate must be considered to be fake. 

 
Southern Federation of Model Engineering Societies  

 
FAMILY MEMBER TRAVEL PASS 

 

It seems that it is necessary to clarify the provision and use of the "Family Member Travel 
Pass" . 
If a member wishes to invite members of his/her family to come and enjoy our facilities on 
a Public Running day, then he/she should request the issue of sufficient passes from the 
signal box when they arrive. The passes are supplied to indicate that an individual is 
entitled to ride a train (whilst not holding a ticket), both to our own staff and the public. 
Members not wearing club "uniform" should also obtain a pass if they wish to ride a train.  
It must be stressed that the Club do not perceive the issue of these passes as lost 
revenue. We are never so busy that we have had to turn the public away, so we are not 
losing paying passengers. And, our view is that our members have already made their 
contributions to the Club, so are perfectly entitled to "free" travel for their family. 
 
We trust that there will be no repetition of the inaccurate and unnecessary comments 
overheard by family members attending a recent running day.  

BMES Committee 

 

THE GARDEN RAILWAY 

 

I attended the ‘Members Open Forum’ Club Night yesterday evening and raised a matter regarding the 

Garden Railway Line requesting help to undertake some upgrade work to add a second running line. 

Two members kindly offered to help [Mike Henman; tel: 01545 860108, and Philip Wright; tel: 01582 

866134] and I agreed to be team leader [John Kitchenman; tel: 01234 838978]. Ideally we could do 

with two more members in the team.. 

  

The plan is to meet, as convenient, on Wednesday mornings starting say 10.00 am and work to say 1.30 

pm to sort the recovered woodwork and build a second track-bed similar to the existing track-bed and 

positioned just inside. Then lay new 32 mm track with a passing loop and head-shunt. This will double 

the running capability and add a steam-up area and siding in the loop – all adjacent to the public 

viewing area. Huw Williams has drawn a sketch plan of this proposal and prepared a rough estimate of 

costs. 

  

In future we may consider replacing the existing dual gauge track (32 mm/45 mm) with proper profile 

rail to accommodate gauge one locos as well as the 16 mm and G-scale models. Also at present there 

are no scenic additions to the line which really is just a ‘test track oval’; this is good for members who 

just want to run trains but there may be members who like building model line-side additions like 

stations, signal-boxes, engine sheds, village building etc. so there is scope for extensions as interest 

dictates.  

John Kitchenman. 
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MONDAY MEETINGS 

(Second Monday of each Month) 

 
Monday 14th November.  

Our guest speaker was a member of the Concorde design team based at Stevenage. He will be talking 

about various aspects of the aircraft's design, it's operation and demise. 

Monday 12th December.  

The very popular annual quiz with Richard Shepherd as the popular quiz master. 

Monday 9th January. 

" Bring a railway video" evening to interest those venturing out in the dark and cold. 

Monday 13th February. 

Will be the traditional "Bring & Buy" plus a 30 question prize quiz which was hugely popular last 

February. 

Monday 13th March. 

The AGM starting at 7.30pm. 

.. 

John Parmenter 

. 

 

CLUB EVENTS 

October 

Wednesday 26th.   Public Running - Limited Catering 

November 
Monday 14th.   Concorde Design - Guest Speaker 

Monday 21st.   Committee Meeting 

December 

Saturday 3rd.   Santa Specials 

Sunday 4th.   Santa Specials 

Monday 12th.   Christmas Quiz 

2017 

Monday 9th.   Video Evening. 

Monday 16th.   Committee Meeting 

 

FOR SALE 

 
BEN & SAM are up for sale.  

B&S are two identical 5" 0-6-0 Shunter outline battery locos. 

They can be used individually or double headed for club running.  

The frames and running gear are based on the Blackgates Charlatan  

and the casings are slightly modified RonR Hercules Shunters. For 

more information please contact John Parmenter 01234381449. 

To be sold as a pair £1550 

 

PLYWOOD 

 

BMES has access to extensive supplies of offcuts of high grade waterproof plywood used for 

packaging.   It comes in two thickness Nominal metric 3/8 inch and ¾ inch.  Two samples are hung 

nearby. 

The plywood is from a Maulden based company to who use it to ship expensive items around the 

globe.   They work for museums and auctioneers like Bomhams. 

The plywood comes in assorted sizes as offcuts from their boxmaking activities and is available for a 

contribution to their “tea swindle”  ( old engineering expression ) 

Terry White is masterminding the access to this material. So please see him for directions. 

Please note the plywood comes in assorted rectangular offcut sheets in all shapes and sizes and we have 

used it before. You will need to go with your requirements and look.   If there is none ( very unlikely ) 

that meets your requirements try next week.  Note the plywood is supplied to the company in 8 ft x 4 ft 

sheets at £230 a time.  
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OFFICERS and COMMITTEE 

of the Bedford Model Engineering Society 

President: Dick Billington  

 

Vice President: John Saunders 

 

Chairman: Martin Cusden 

  Tel: 01582 883260 e-mail: martincusden@icloud.com                    

 

Company Secretary:    Norman Pethybridge 

                             Tel: 01234 870335; e-mail: harrismagnette@aol.com    
 

Treasurer and Membership Secretary:Peter Chapman 

Tel:01462 813497; e-mail : petechapman7@btinternet.com 
 

Committee: Richard Bulley  Alan Gildersleve  Shaun O’Hare  Stuart Shotbolt  Brian Walton  

  Terry White 

 

Coupling Editor: Tony Bullock 

  Tel: 01494 439098; e-mail  bullockt@aol.com 
 

Boiler Test Co-ordinator: Martin Cusden,  Tel: 01582 883260 e-mail: martincusden@icloud.com 
 

Boiler Testers:   Dick Billington, Peter Hodges, Nigel Freestone, Shaun O’Hare, Mark Bray 

All appointments for boiler testing to be made only via Martin Cusden 
   

E-media co-ordinator:  Brian Walton 
 

Mailing Address: 

Bedford Model Engineering Society 

Summerfields Miniature Railways 

Summerfield Barns 

Hammer Hill 

HAYNES 

MK45 3BH 

 

For more information please go to our website www.bedfordmes.co.uk  

 

Readers are reminded that any views expressed in The Coupling are solely those of the individual 

contributors.  They do not necessarily reflect the views of the editor or of the BMES committee.  They 

should therefore not be regarded as being part of Society policy. 

© Bedford Model Engineering Society 

 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Held on the third Monday of the month in the Clubhouse 

. 

CLUB MEETINGS 

Held on second Monday of the month—check in The Coupling 

. 

WORKING PARTIES 
Wednesdays from 10am.  Workshop and Library open. 

Sundays from 9.30am—check if aiming to attend. 

 

‘The COUPLING’ PUBLICATION DATES 
Next copy deadline is 11th. January 2017 please! 

 
CLUB CLOTHING 

Club clothing available to order - contact Tony Bullock - bullockt@aol.com 
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Santa 
Specials 

 
 

Saturday 3rd. & Sunday 4th. December 
2016  

Catch the train to see Santa in his den 
 

All child passengers will receive a gift 
from Santa plus a Soft Drink and Cake 

 

Adult passengers will receive a Mince 
Pie and either a glass of Mulled Wine, a 

Coffee, a Tea or a Soft Drink 
Available for Advanced Bookings only 

Book by 12th. November 2016  
For a Booking Form Contact 01494 439098 
or Download at www.bedfordmes.co.uk 

or on Public Running Days at 

Summerfields Miniature Railway 
Haynes 
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CHRISTMAS QUIZ 

 

? 

 

Monday 12th. December 2016 

 

7:30 pm 

 

In the Clubhouse 

 

Quiz Master - Richard Shepherd 

 

Refreshments at Half Time 

 

(Hopefully with lights) 
 

 

TAIL LIGHTS 
  

I called an old school friend and asked what was he doing. 

He replied that he is working on "Aqua-thermal treatment of ceramics, aluminum and steel under a 

constrained environment."  

I was impressed. 

On further enquiring I learned that he was washing dishes with hot water . . . under his wife's 

supervision. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Two junkies accidentally snorted curry powder instead of cocaine. 

Both are in hospital...... One's in a korma....... The other's got a dodgy tikka 

_____________________________________________ 

 

A mummy covered in chocolate and nuts has been discovered in Egypt. 

Archaeologists believe it may be Pharaoh Rocher....... 

______________________________________________ 

 

My mate just hired an Eastern European cleaner, took her 15 hours to hoover the house.  Turns out she 

was a Slovak. 

 

Be Happy - keep smiling 


