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EDITORIAL 

 

Welcome to this latest edition of The Coupling. As I have had no comments on my decision to produce 

our newsletter in A4 format I will continue in this format as it suits me fine. May I appeal to you all 

wherever possible to receive your copy electronically. E-mail saves the society a considerable amount 

of money and time and will be gratefully appreciated. Please help if you can and send your e-mail 

address to the committee. My thanks to all the contributors to this issue to make an interesting read. I 

have a large selection of photographs of club activities especially the Small Loco Rally and will 

happily send copies to anyone if requested. 

The Visitor Rally is fast approaching so make sure you send your booking form to Matt and Gilly 

straight away. A fun weekend and evening dinner await you so book in and give your support. A 

Booking Form is at the end of this issue for your convenience. Complete, detach and post today. 

Best wishes to you all and I look forward to seeing you at the club and receiving any items for our next 

issue. 

Tony Bullock 

 

CHAIRMAN'S CHAT 

 

. It is difficult to believe, but we are already nearly half way through our public running season. To date 

our income from tickets and catering is about half what it was at the same time last year. I do not think 

that this is due to anything that we are doing wrong but much more a reflection of the poor weather we 

are all suffering from this year. As I write this the temperature outside is getting close to 30 degrees so 

perhaps with an improvement in the weather, the schools breaking up and our experiment with 

Wednesday running for the holiday period we shall see things improve, but there is some catching up 

to do. 

Unfortunately we rely on our surplus after fixed costs to improve our facilities and maintain what we 

already have. The current programme of track refurbishment is not cheap and is on going for the 

foreseeable future, but the improvements so far are very noticeable to anyone who rides on the track 

and of course will help make sure that our passengers are safe and well looked after. there are plans to 

install another container where the old crew caravan is presently situated. This is to give us a loco and 

rolling stock workshop and limited storage. The present loco shed is now full and to carry out loco 

work there risks damage to stored locos, something we have already suffered from. This new container 

is unlikely to happen soon unless we see a substantial improvement in our income. 

Elsewhere in the Coupling is a report on the track improvements and credit must go to to those 

stalwarts who have carried on despite some, at time, fairly unpleasant conditions, We are very close to 

completing the installation of the steel supports for the raised track and as someone who uses this track 

the ride is now superb. This has taken nearly four and a half years, so well done to the three or four 

regular guys involved. 

Along with everybody else with a garden we have struggled to keep on top of the grass cutting. We are 

well equipped with mowers and strimmers but a little short of people to operate them. It is not only the 

mowing areas that have beaten us the track side growth has been a problem such that when it is cut it 

ends up on the track and requires another operation to remove it.  

Since around March we have been helping an organisation called First Place who work with 

disadvantaged youngsters and they have undertaken a number of jobs around the site. We now have a 

hard path along side the club house to the patio area and hope to expand that to the station and 

eventually to the ticket office when the new term starts, One of their number can now operate a ride on 

mower so helping the grass problem and he also has helped on public running days which is good to 

see. 

The club running days have started to become well attended and with some better weather have 

become good fun. As reported else where the Small Loco Rally was the best yet, it would be good to 

see this expand especially as we get closer to the 5 inch line to Haynes End being completed.  

We have had some excellent evening meetings organised by John Parmenter. He is retiring from 

evening organiser at the end of the yearand someone to fill his shoes would be appreciated(I am not 

holding my breath!!!). 

There is always something going on at the club and new things to see, so please pay us a visit sooner 

rather than later. 

 

Martin Cusden 
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VIEWS FROM RUNNING DAYS AT HAMMER HILL 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Dick Billington 
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COMMITTEE NOTES 

April Meeting 

Secretary's Report – Position of the Society  

NP reported that he had written to Companies' House and now understood that the Society had 3 

possible courses of action following the dissolution of the Company as a result of non submission of 2 

annual returns. 

NP recommended that the Society takes the first option: proposed SO, seconded PC, that the 

Restoration route be followed: carried unanimously. 

It was agreed that NP would be appointed as Co Sec forward going MC would also be appointed as a 

Director and PC would continue as a Director.  NP and PC will put this in hand with Companies' 

House.  PC confirmed that he had the necessary data to make the 2 missed returns. 

Buildings 

When the main foot bridge at Hammer Hill was washed down before the Easter Running there were 

signs of rust on the main steelwork. Many things could do with a lick of paint and work will commence 

with the better weather starting with the engine shed 

Rolling Stock 

Loch Treig has passed its steam test and the rerouted axle pump pipe has been fitted and tested. Lewis 

has been serviced and given a once over. 

Track & Signalling 

The plan is in place to overhaul a major part (up to three sections) of the Down Main during May.. 

John L. is working on modifying his ' 5" straight through converter' for point 31 as the geometry of his 

first attempt was not quite correct. 

Several of the (deliberately loose) screws holding the 5" have been found to be bent as a result of last 

season's derailments on Carriage Shed Curve. 

Derailments on our recent running days were attributed principally to tired suspension on some of the 

"Teaks" although the outer curve on the approach to Hammer Hill has been fettled to eliminate some 

unevenness. 

The improved raised track performed well, with no mishaps reported. 

Catering 

Catering for the April Wednesday running was a learning curve. Limited supplies went well and with 

reasonable weather we should be able to carry a larger range.  

The Coupling 1 

I propose changing The Coupling to an A4 format using Word. Apart from making compilation easier 

for myself,  it offers more flexibility than Publisher. 

The Coupling 2 

Another possible approach to producing The Coupling: 

In Meppershall we we produce a magazine in-house on our own printer and the source document is a 

Word document of A4 pages.  When these are sent by e-mail to the printer, it converts A4 to A5 and 

produces a booklet. If this arrangement and price is of interest to the Committee, I would like a copy of 

the artwork for the last issue in order to produce a specimen for consideration. 

Young Adults 

The first visit of the young students took place on 13/4 and went well. There were two groups who 

each came with an instructor and the group manager. Group 1 was four lads who did not appear to have 

too many problems and the will carry out numerous jobs around the site under supervision; first jobs 

will be the path across the front of the Club House between the compound and the picnic area. Other 

jobs on their list are: improve the fence supports on the white fence at the end of the car park.  Group 2 

were a more challenged group of two boys and two girls also under supervision. The Club House was 

given a good clean and so were the windows in the booking office and the signal box. 

 

May Meeting 

Secretary's Report – Position of the Society  

NP reported that the necessary form had been returned to The Treasury, and we are awaiting their 

confirmation that there is no outstanding claim on the assets of the Society.  

Buildings  

PC reported that the signal box door had now been completed. 

Rolling stock 

MC reported that work on the new Cardiff carriages was currently on hold. 
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Raised Track 

The team are progressing with the installation of more steel sections with three more put in place this 

last week. The end of this project is in sight. 

Ground Level 

The May project completed on time, thanks to the efforts of those who got involved.  It has delivered a 

significant improvement in ride. However, it has been noted that even after only two running days the 

new rail has already developed a slight burr. 

Signalling 

Following the tests last month, GM has been asked to make certain modifications which are 

progressing. Unfortunately, problems have arisen which seem to derive from a failing 

transformer/rectifier. 

 

THINGS TO DO AND WISH LIST As at 18/06/2016 

At present in no order of preference 

Roadway – Needs patching and more grips (drainage) installed. Part done 

Caravan/Old crew room – to be removed. 

Steaming Bays (Haynes End) – Cover and build enclosed repair shed. Long term.  

Signalling – for the rest of the track. Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 after committee review 

5” Track – re-instate to Haynes End. Ongoing to 2017 

Containers – Re-paint. Due to undertaken by the Youngsters 

Fence – Across the front – repair and repaint - Started  

Fence – Around engine shed – Due to be undertaken by Youngsters 

Pathway – Across front of buffet and across to station entrance/exit – Started  

Garden Railway – second loop and more track. 

Hammer Hill Junction – storage for 5” locos used on running days. 

Rolling Stock – p-way vehicles. Return the ‘Trout’ to traffic. Build some new sit astride vehicle. 

All track – regular maintenance, continue the renewal programme. 

Station Buffet & Hammer Hill – more picnic benches. 

Hammer Hill Junc – non slip coating on footbridge steps and walkways. 

Haynes End – side wall/fence. Footpaths to and from the buffet. 

Raised Track – continue to install steel beams 

Two new crossovers – both facing x/overs, one to avoid the station on the inner avoiding line the other 

on the up just after the carriage shed curve to join the middle loop. 

Install a tunnel – on the outer loop. 

 

June Meeting 

Secretary's Report – Position of the Society  
NP reported that the process of reinstatement was underway 

Buildings  

PC reported on the progress of the path alongside the Club House 

Rolling stock 

PC reported that no progress appeared to have been made on the Trout which had taken up to 

Winterfield, supposedly for repair 

Signalling 

The recent signal trials were not fully successful, in that at one stage the system allowed a second train 

into a section where another train was already standing.  GM is reviewing the system.  

May Push 

All new track sections north of the bridge had been installed and fettled: the sections between the 

bridge and Badgers Holt were still to be levelled and fettled.   

The Coupling 

The report from RGB was noted.  PC added that the hard copies had gone out by post on 11/05, 

together with copies of the EGM/AGM minutes.  He had paid the Messenger printer £24 for both the 

Coupling and the minutes.   

Advertising 

PC reported that the leaflets and the flyers were now in stock.  MC reported that a company called Pear 

Communication controlled the community leaflet racks in his local supermarket: he had been advised 

that they would charge £29.50 to locate 1000 leaflets in supermarkets selected by the advertiser. 

BW reported that Google had advised that during April nearly 3000 people had seen our Club on 

Google, 51 had asked for directions and 10 people had found our phone number on Google and called 

us 
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Jobs for Young Adults 

PC reported that the people running the project were very happy with how it was going, even though 

some of the youngsters themselves sometimes seemed less than enchanted.  After the Bank Holiday we 

could expect more of them.   

A.O.B 

MC reported a contact from the Branch Line Society who wanted to visit; they will call him again.  

Several Committee members are familiar with the BLS and warned that it would mean visiting every 

inch of track! 

MC reported a request from a local school to visit on a Wednesday: it was agreed that we should 

welcome such visits and give them a train ride in exchange for a group donation. 

BW reported that we featured in a new book on miniature railways and the author was asking us to help 

publicise it: agreed. 

BW reported that a sub-group had considered the replacement for the caravan and tabled a paper 

showing costs for 4 options.   

 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR  

BMES HAS LODGERS??? 

  

A wren has set up its nest in the right-hand inside corner of the heavy lock cover of the new workshop. 

It has successfully built the nest, laid and incubated the eggs and is feeding chicks.  It is coping with all 

the locking and unlocking of the workshop door and goes in and out when we are not there.  The only 

concession we have made is that we do not put the lock under the cover but put it in the left hand door 

lever system.  This reduces the length of time hairy fists rummage around under the lock cover. 

  

I had forgotten the bird was living there as when I unlocked the new workshop door on Wednesday last 

it came flying out, smacked into my face and disappeared.  I also forgot when locking up and it 

repeated the activity and pooped --- this missed fortunately. 

  

I don’t know if anyone has successfully managed to picture this bird all I got was a face-full of feathers 

on two occasions  please let Tony have a copy for publication in The Coupling. 

  

PS please until the chicks have flown do not put the lock back under the cover.  

Dick Billington 

 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR - HISTORY CONTINUED 

 

After 21 years at Wilstead the landlords, Charles Wells, decided to sell the Rose public house.  This 

included the field at the rear on which our track and clubhouse stood.  After long searching we found 

the Summerfield location where we are today. Before we moved out we had to clear the Wilstead site.  

We were not to demolish the clubhouse but all signs of the track had to be cleared.  The tunnel had to 

be demolished and this was done by two model traction engines doing a tractor pull contest.  The old 

full size railway sleepers from the raised track were gathered together and burnt.  All the concrete from 

the track piers and the tunnel and the steaming bays was dumped by the site entrance, loaded onto a 

tipper lorry and then taken up to where our Haynes End station now stands.  This took many trips. 

After all that we had to back fill all the holes left in the field.  Doing all this in the month of December 

didn't help as the ground was soggy at both sites and the wheeled vehicles got stuck several times. 

 

Having vacated the Wilstead site we had to decide what went where at Summerfields.  The elevated 

track was re-built at the top of the hill and a small shed built to house equipment.  We were offered the 

use of a barn at the front of the site as a 'clubroom' and this needed considerable restoration work. The 

uneven block floor was lifted and a smooth concrete one laid. The roof tiles were lifted, roofing felt 

added and the tiles replaced. The underside of the roof and all the walls were insulated and panelled 

with hardboard. The Summerfield site was a fruit farm and the deal with our new lanlords was that we 

would lay a railway from the car park up the hill to where the fruit was growing.  To do this the ground 

level track was laid from what is now Haynes End up the hill to just beyond the first level crossing. 

 

After two years the farm shop closed and the fruit growing stopped so we lost our public and the rest 

most of you know about. 

 

Les Shaw 
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MONDAY MEETINGS 

(Second Monday of each Month) 

 
Firstly a brief report on the July meeting. 

Most of the regulars turned up on a fine but damp evening to witness the annual run of the Pop Bottle 

Challenge. Unfortunately the entrants were down to three as a couple of regulars were unable to make 

it. Of the three, one entry was eliminated straight away as it only travelled about three feet before 

stopping. (it was powered by a very small Stuart Turner oscillating engine). The other two put up a 

spirited show with John Scott (assisted by young members of the Scot tribe) going for a straight 

air/water jet and Brian Goldsmith using a pelton wheel arrangement. Brian won and was awarded the 

prize. 
 

8th August. 

As mentioned in the last issue of the Coupling this meeting will be  a natter and video evening 

(probably railway related). Bring along your favourite disc it may be selected. 

 

12th September. 

The short talks evening with (hopefully) three speakers. 

MG cars - Norman Pethybridge  

Windmill Restoration in France - John Dodd 

To be announced. 

 

10th October. 

Members open forum. This is an opportunity for members to listen to the committee outlining the plans 

for the months ahead and for members to have a say. It proved to be popular last year. 

 

14th November. 

Concorde. Hear about the development and operation of the  aircraft from someone who was a member 

of one of the design teams. I have heard this talk and found it very interesting so come along. 

 

12th December. 

I understand that Quiz Master Richard will be orchestrating another fun evening. Always very popular 

- be there! 

. 

 

WANTED A MONDAY NIGHTS ORGANISER FOR 2017. 

John Parmenter 

 
VULCAN IN THE SKY 

 

A THREE-CORNERED EVENING 
 

The format of our May 2016 evening meeting saw a slight departure from the usual, inasmuch as it was 

a ‘ticket only’ event. This was so arranged as it was anticipated that such would be its popularity it 

would cause us to exceed our maximum seating capacity. 

What was the reason for this optimism? Nothing less than a presentation on that most iconic of aircraft 

– the Avro Vulcan or, as it is often called the ‘tin triangle’! The illustrated talk was given by Paddy 

Langdown from the Vulcan to the Sky Trust and himself a former Vulcan captain. The subject covered 

the history of the Vulcan aircraft, from its inception at the end of World War II to its cessation of RAF 

service in the late 1980s and through to its display era under the auspices of the Trust. 

There were many anecdotes of the Vulcan in development and in service, of its many capabilities and 

achievements and of its very few shortcomings. From quite early on in its service career the crews 

achieved many successes, especially in bombing and navigation exercises in competition with the 

USAF Strategic Air Command. 

Throughout its career its performance and adaptability led to it fulfilling entirely its role as a deterrent, 

but the only time it was used in anger was during the Falklands war. This situation produced the 

longest ever range bombing raid in history and involved a series of in-flight refuellings to achieve. 

After its official retirement from active duties one example was retained for a time as the Vulcan 

Display Flight. This, too, succumbed to the Whitehall bean-counters’ axe in the late 1990s when 

XH558 was sold into private hands for preservation with the object of maintaining her in flying 
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condition. This was achieved and eight seasons of flying displays in all corners of the country took 

place. 

But what now? Impressive as it is the Vulcan is classed as a complex aircraft by the CAA (Civil 

Aviation Authority – but to flying enthusiasts, the Campaign Against Aviation!) and required the back-

up of the main industry sectors. This was available until the end of the 2015 season when this support 

was discontinued, mainly due to the diminishing skills available to maintain what is effectively 1940s 

technology. Now the good lady is confined to mother earth, never to fly again but to be kept in fully 

operational condition to enable engine/system runs to take place, together with the occasional fast taxy 

on the long runway at Robin Hood airport (the former RAF Finningley) near Doncaster. It will also 

form the centre-piece of an aviation and technology complex at this location. 

A. N. Other 

 

LEIGHTON BUZZARD RAILWAY VISIT 

 

A large number of BMES members, wives and friends gathered at Pages Park, Leighton Buzzard to 

accept the kind invitation of the railway to a private visit which was arranged by Peter Hodges. 

Fortunately after a showery day the rain kept away to leave a fine evening. After admiring the new 

building under construction at the entrance all made their way on to the platform. From there it was 

possible to visit the Engine Shed where staff were on hand to welcome and inform on the locomotives. 

It was not long before the sound of a diesel and horn summoned the assembled throng to board their 

train to Stonehenge Works. On arrival at Stonehenge we were able to view the various historical 

vehicles and also see what was being done in extending and improving the site. After a very enjoyable 

visit it was time to board our train for the return to Pages Park where a welcome hot drink and biscuits 

awaited us. Our Chairman thanked all the people who had given us an enjoyable evening and issued an 

invitation to them to visit us at Haynes 

Staff Reporter. 

 
Dick Billington 

 

SMALL LOCO RALLY 

 

In contrast to much of the weather for our activities this summer (???) most of the day was fine and 

sunny. All tracks were in use throughout the day at Hammer Hill making use of the ground level and 

the newly refurbished raised track on its new steel beams. Also available was the 16mm layout - 

Papplewick Green - from the Bedfordshire Area Group. This was housed under the station canopy at 

Hammer Hill in case of rain and was enjoyed by many. Several visitors joined our members for the day 

including at least two who travelled down from Peterbotough. A busy day on the tracks enjoyed by all 

those who attended. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Huw Williams 
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CLUB EVENTS 

August 

Wednesday3rd.   Public Running - Limited Catering. 

Monday 8th.   Natter and Video Evening. 

Wednesday 10th.   Public Running - Limited Catering. 

Sunday 14th.   Club Running and Barbecue. 

Monday 15th.   Committee Meeting. 

Wednesday 17th.   Public Running - Limited Catering. 

Sunday 28th.   Bank Holiday Public Running. 

Monday 29th.   Bank Holiday Public Running. 

September 

Friday 2nd.   Visitor Rally. 

Saterday 3rd..   Visitor Rally and Evening Dinner 

Sunday 4th.   Visitor Rally and Public Running. 

Monday 12th.   Short Talks Evening - Norman Pethyridge, John Dodd, 1TBA. 

Monday 19th.   Committee Meeting 

Sunday 25th.   Club Running 

October 

Sunday 9th.   Public Running 

Monday 10th.   Open Forum. 

Monday 17th.   Committee Meeting 

Sunday 23rd.   Public Running. 

Wednesday 26th.   Public Running - Limited Catering. 

 

 

INVITATION RALLY WEEKEND 

 

Our annual Visitor Rally takes place on the first weekend in September and is being organised as usual 

by Mat and Gilly Rainer. This is a fun time with the opportunity to chat with people from other clubs 

and learn from their experiences and enjoy rides round our tracks with other locos. A major part of the 

rally is our Saturday dinner in our clubhouse which can be enjoyed by all our members and visitors. A 

booking form is included at the end of this newsletter which should be completed and sent to Mat and 

Gilly to allow them to plan the evening. Forms need to be returned by 11th. August at the latest but 

sooner is better than later. 

  

WINTERFIELD 

 

Wednesday 20
th

 July 2016 was a fine day. 

 

The day was one of the hottest of the year so far but more importantly it was the day the last wooden 

track beam was replaced on the raised circuit by a steel beam. 

 

It had all started off in August 2010 when someone suggested we replace the wood beams on the raised 

track with cast concrete ones. Over the next couple of months two designs concepts were drawn and 

looked at but no one really knew anything about how to cast the beams and what strength of concrete to 

use so in November 2010 a request was put on the Model Engineers website asking for help. 

 

Several replies with advice were posted but they all had different ideas on how to do it then on the 3
rd

 

November as chap from the Worthing ME replied and said don’t be so B******y silly what we need to 

do is the same as Worthing – Steel beams. 

 

An exchange of emails took place as he described the size of steel channel they used and very 

importantly how they bent the steel for the curves a major plus over the straight concrete versions, this 

resulted in another set of  concept drawings. We now had drawings for two versions of concrete and 

one steel beam democracy now stepped in and all versions were displayed in the station building and a 

vote was taken, steel won by a landslide. 

 

2011 was taken up in producing detail drawings for all the parts and surveying all the 101 beams to 

determine the amount of curve of each one, the results were fine tuned to give constant curves with 

transitions but surprisingly the original track which had been laid with the aid of a Mark 1 eyeball was 

pretty good. 
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Now was the time to trial the manufacture so steel was purchased for four sets of beams 2 straight and 

two curved to see how easy it was to bend them. The bending is done with a fly press, two steel block 

about 2” tall are bolted about 18” apart on the fly press base and then with a pad in the nose of the press 

place the channel on the blocks and starting at one end hit the channel then move it along 6” or so and 

hit it again until you reach the other end. In theory what you are doing is putting in a series of bends 

like a threepenny piece (youngsters please ask an adult) but if you hit it enough times in different spots 

it looks like a curve. 

 

These beams were fitted into the track and a lot was leant in how to do it and changes made but the 

result was to people who used the track a far superior ride, club members who did not use the track 

were taken round to see it they could tell the new section and it was obvious to them so we laid some 

more. 

 

2012 to the glorious 20
th

 was taken up by cutting, bending, drilling, more drilling, painting, painting 

and more painting then installing them in batches of ten complete beams, at times it seemed never 

ending but we got there. 

 

The club owes a big debt of gratitude to a non club member, Nick Ottaway of Rye-Guard Services Ltd 

who purchased the steel for us and just as importantly allowed us to use his machinery to cut it up and 

bend the channel without which we would not be able to carry out the task. Nick also provided the steel 

for the footbridge at Hammer Hill along with various other projects throughout the years. Perhaps he 

and his family should turn up to collect on all the free rides that we owe him. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
The End, what do we do next week? 

 The Winterfield track gang. 

John Lawson 

The last beam goes in 

Fixing down the last sleepers 
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MAIN LINE RENOVATION & 5” PROJECT UPDATE  

 

As many will already be aware the engineering works scheduled for May were completed successfully 

and on time (Network Rail take note!). Massive thanks go to all who helped with the project but in 

particular to John Dodd, Norman Pethybridge and Dick Bulley who all pretty nigh got drowned one 

Wednesday whilst levelling and fettling through Badgers’ Halt. I must also mention here “Little Pete” 

Thompson who not only put in days of overtime adding the 5” rail to panels already laid but also had 

me worried more than once with his exertions. Thanks Pete, you also deserve a gold star too! 

As a result of all this effort all panels on the Down line from Point 65 (as was – it has been removed, 

and stored for the time being) down to Point 34 at the southern end of Badgers have been renewed.  

The improvement in the ride is terrific. Completion of these sections means that we have replaced 

something over 50% of the main lines over the last eighteen months, which is no mean achievement. 

But there is more! After the old panels were lifted the rail was stripped off and “re-cycled” for use in 

the 5” Project.  All the new panels installed during May are now equipped with a 5” rail. Also, the 5” 

rail has also been added through Platform 1 to within about six feet of the turntable and to the 

remaining six panels just south of Point 56. So, with the exception of the aforementioned point 56 

(which is scheduled for replacement), the 5” on the Down line is a continuous run from Hammer Hill to 

Haynes End. In addition the 5” rail has also been added to the Up line through Badgers Halt, and across 

the bridge to join up with that laid last year, which only leaves the three points at Badgers to be dealt 

with before the 5” is continuous from the Haynes End cross-over up to Point 42. The sum of this is that 

we now have over 95% of the plain track on the main running lines now equipped with 5” rail.  

I know it’s not strictly on the main line but you might also be interested to know that the new Point 41 

has recently been installed as well.  

In terms of work remaining to be done, we need to build and install the replacements for Points 42 and 

56 for 5” locos to be able to access and leave the main lines up on Hammer Hill.  We need to kit out the 

run round loop and add 5” elements to Points 1 & 2 at Haynes End, and also fit John Lawson’s special 

pass thru’ pieces into Points 31,32 and 33 at Badgers – and then we should be in 5” business!         

My thanks go again to those who have given their time, effort and support to these projects - they 

certainly could not have happened without you. 

Brian Walton 

 

ENGINE SHED - STORAGE ALLOCATION 
Back in April the Committee adopted a plan for the allocation of space within the Engine shed. This 

plan had been devised in an attempt to maintain some level of control so that we do not find ourselves 

without space for Club locos and/or rolling stock (e.g. we have embarked on the building of two 

“Cardiff Coaches” which we will eventually need space for) or have open warfare should an interloper 

squat in another’s place (although we will endeavour to facilitate the storage of a member’s loco, if at 

all possible). The storage layout drawn up included all stock that was present at that point in time and 

that was considered to have been given Committee approval to be kept in the shed. The storage layout 

worked on the basis that an item of stock would be allocated to a specific track either on the floor or on 

the racking or on the bench. With the notable exception of LEWIS, which can only be parked just 

inside the door, the position on the allocated track would not be fixed. Notices and the storage plan 

were posted on the shed wall for users to see, and many of those users were made aware of these. 

Simple you might think, but you’d be wrong – it seems some amongst us cannot follow a couple of 

basic principles, and as a result have created difficulties for those who do.  

As a result the Committee feel that it is necessary to publish some rules for all to see: 

1)  No privately owned stock may be stored in the Engine Shed without the prior approval of the 

Committee. 

2)  Items of stock will be allocated to a specific track (floor, on the racking or on the bench). 

3)  Anyone moving an item of stock out of the shed, either for use or for access, must ensure that it is 

returned to the same track. 

4)  If an item of stock is “parked illegally” or is repeatedly found on the wrong track, the owner will be 

asked to remove that stock from the shed.  

5)  Committee approval is not transferable in the event of a change of ownership. (As the reasons for 

the original approval may no longer apply. However, the new owner may, of course, apply for 

approval). 

6)  If an item of stock is taken off site for an extended period of time, the space will be re-allocated 

unless prior agreement has been obtained from the Committee. 

 

To avoid doubt the Committee will, in due course, issue a permit to an owner for stock which has 

approval for storage. 
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 The Committee request members’ co-operation and trust that all will abide by these rules for the 

common good. 

BMES Committee 

 

STOLEN LOCOMOTIVE 

  

Mark Bray had his LBSC 3 ½ inch Brittannia stolen from his garage two weeks ago. The loco is 

incomplete as Mark has removed certain prominent items, running boards and half cab for repainting. 

  

The theft of the loco has been well advertised on Facebook----WORLDWIDE an will probably become 

difficult to sell.  Mark has been approached by someone purporting to know of of its whereabouts and 

requiring money for its return,  negotiations have stalled. 

  

If by any chance you are either offered an incomplete 3 ½ inch Brittannia to purchase or see one for 

sale will you please contact Mark on 074 550 48 522. 

 Dick Billington 

   

WANTED 

  

I am looking for  approximately a metre length of 1 ½ x 1 ½ inch weldable steel tube of heavy wall 

thickness.  Please, If anyone  has such a length of this material or knows from where I can source it 

locally will they please contact me. 

  

1 ½ x 2 inch would be ok. 

  

I actually require two 10 inch lengths and two 8 inch lengths. 

Dick Billington 

 

SINGLE TO THREE PHASE CONVERTER 

 

We sell single to three phase converters.  If this would be something you are interested in please 

contact us Converter King Stuart Moss www.converter-king.co.uk 

 

 

CLUB CLOTHING ORDER 

 

An order for club clothing will be placed very shortly. If anyone wishes to add to the order kindly let 

me know as soon as possible.  Your help is appreciated as it will save me some considerable time and 

travel to collect requirements. 

Tony Bullock 

 

PICTURE FROM THE SMALL LOCO RALLY 

 

 
 

 

 

Netta leaves the steaming bay Bob Starling Crampton being steamed by a 

Peterborough visitor 

Bob Starling 
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MORE FROM THE SMALL LOCO RALLY (Bob Starling) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sweat Pea being prepared 

 

Class 73 from Peterborough 

 

John Lawson enters the station. 

 

Dave's Express Passenger service 

 

Enjoying the 16mm line 

 

Enjoying the 16mm line 
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FOR SALE 

 

 
 

 
5" gauge GWR 14xx locomotive.  

Last certificate 2007.  

Ran frequently at Bedford on club/public running days.  

Professionally painted.  

Diane Carney numberplates. 

 £2300 o.n.o.  

For details call Chris Barclay on 01908 587657." 

 

 

FOR SALE 
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OFFICERS and COMMITTEE 

of the Bedford Model Engineering Society 

President: Dick Billington  

 

Vice President: John Saunders 

 

Chairman: Martin Cusden 

  Tel: 01582 883260 e-mail: cusdens@onetel.com                    

 

Company Secretary:    Norman Pethybridge 

                             Tel: 01234 870335; e-mail: harrismagnette@aol.com    
 

Treasurer and Membership Secretary:Peter Chapman 

Tel:01462 813497; e-mail : petechapman7@btinternet.com 
 

Committee: Richard Bulley  Alan Gildersleve  Shaun O’Hare  Stuart Shotbolt  Brian Walton  

  Terry White 

 

Coupling Editor: Tony Bullock 

  Tel: 01494 439098; e-mail  bullockt@aol.com 
 

Boiler Test Co-ordinator: Martin Cusden,  Tel: 01582 883260 e-mail: cusdens@onetel.com 
 

Boiler Testers:   Dick Billington, Peter Hodges, Nigel Freestone, Shaun O’Hare, Mark Bray 

All appointments for boiler testing to be made only via Martin Cusden 
   

E-media co-ordinator:  Brian Walton 
 

Mailing Address: 

Bedford Model Engineering Society 

Summerfields Miniature Railways 

Summerfield Barns 

Hammer Hill 

HAYNES 

MK45 3BH 

 

For more information please go to our website www.bedfordmes.co.uk  

 

Readers are reminded that any views expressed in The Coupling are solely those of the individual 

contributors.  They do not necessarily reflect the views of the editor or of the BMES committee.  They 

should therefore not be regarded as being part of Society policy. 

© Bedford Model Engineering Society 

 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Held on the third Monday of the month in the Clubhouse 

. 

CLUB MEETINGS 

Held on second Monday of the month—check in The Coupling 

. 

WORKING PARTIES 

Wednesdays from 10am.  Workshop and Library open. 

Sundays from 9.30am—check if aiming to attend. 

 

‘The COUPLING’ PUBLICATION DATES 
Next copy deadline is 12th. October 2016 please! 

 
CLUB CLOTHING 

Club clothing available to order - contact Tony Bullock - bullockt@aol.com 
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BEDFORD MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETYBEDFORD MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETYBEDFORD MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETYBEDFORD MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETY    

2016 VISITOR RALLY2016 VISITOR RALLY2016 VISITOR RALLY2016 VISITOR RALLY    

Members Booking FormMembers Booking FormMembers Booking FormMembers Booking Form    
    

Rally Dates are Friday 2nd to Sunday 4th September. 
 Please can you return this form no later than 11th August  
 

Your Details 

Forename 

 

Surname 

Address 

 

 

 

Post Code 

 

Phone 

e-mail 

 
Other People accompanying you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On Site Meals 

Please tick the boxes for the choices for each person. A ticket will be issued for each meal 

booked. 

        Person 
Friday Evening 1 2 3 4 
 Fish & Chips     
Saturday Breakfast     
 Egg and Bacon Bap     
Saturday Lunch     
      
 Evening Sit-down Meal.     
 Main Course     
 Beef Stroganoff     
 Indian Spiced Lamb     
 Baked Chicken with Mustard & Tarragon     
 Mediterranean Roast Vegetable Tartan      
 Desserts     
 Chocolate Fudge Cake     
 Lemon Cheesecake     
 Profiteroles     
Sunday Breakfast     
 Egg and Bacon Bap     
 Lunch     
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Meals and Times Cost £ No. Total £ 

Friday Supper         1800 5.00   

Saturday Breakfast 0830-1000 2.75   

Saturday Lunch      1230-1400 3.00   

Saturday Evening   1800 8.75   

Sunday Breakfast   0830-1000 2.75   

Sunday Lunch        1230-1400 3.00   

 Totals   
 

Accommodation 

Please indicate if you wish to stay on sight, as there are limited pitches available.   

Type 

  
 

Cheque enclosed (payable to B.M.E.S., please) for £..................................  

Cheques will not be cashed till September. 
 

Please return to: Mat & Gilly Rainer,  
15 Chaucer Road, 

 Bletchley, 

 Milton Keynes. MK3 5AH    

Tel: 01908 366198 (ans.) 

email: mkrainers@btinternet.com 
 

Please advise if you wish to camp on site as soon as possible, as places are limited .  

All members are reminded to sign in at Rally Reception, where all food tickets will be issued.  

Conformation of you booking will be sent to you at the beginning of August. 

If you require conformation sent by post, please enclose a S.A.E. 
 


