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Ready to go to Santa 

 

         Dick Billington 

Off we go to Santa 

 

      Dick Billington 

  We have seen Santa 
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EDITORIAL 
Welcome to the first edition of The Coupling for 2016 and I wish all members and their families best wishes for the year. Look-

ing back since the last issue the club ended the year on a high note with a successful Santa Special weekend and, in spite of our 

electricity supplier, an enjoyable quiz night. Reports on these activities are within. 

 

Our Chairman tells us in his ‘Chat’ of various projects which are in hand and is looking forward to as many of us as possible to 

turn them into completed reality. Now is the time to ask ourselves ‘What can we do for our club?’ and make time to help out and 

to enjoy the camaraderie from which we all get pleasure. 

 

The Annual General Meeting takes place in the clubhouse on Monday 14th. March commencing at 7:30pm. Come along and 

vote for your committee and to hear more about our future plans. 

 

I look forward to seeing you at Haynes. 

Tony Bullock 
      

SHIRLEY MORRELL       

 

Sadly, Shirley Morrell, wife of Nigel, passed away on Christmas morning. Her funeral was held on Thursday 14th. January 2016 

at St. Michaels Church, Bedford. Our thoughts are with Nigel and his family at this time. 
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CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 

Quite how long after new year you will read this I am not sure, but let me wish everyone A Happy and Healthy New Year and it 

will not be too long before the season will be upon us again. Let's hope that it is a successful one. Looking back at last year it 

proved to be very similar to the previous year in terms of passenger numbers and income, which is very satisfying, but it is also 

nice to see an improvement year on year. With that in mind, I ask you to think about places in your locality where a small adver-

tising poster could be displayed. I do this in Barton and find most shop keepers will put a poster in their window and I also put 

them in the council display boards. Suitable posters with running dates are available from the club and these can be laminated. 

Give it some thought. A lot of effort is going into improving our profile on the likes of Facebook and also improving our visibil-

ity locally in the area. We are amazed at the number of visitors who say that they did not realise where our site is until they were 

told by a friend and these are people who live in Haynes. Our website is being updated with better instructions as to how to find 

us and also the news is being kept more relevant, my thanks go to all those involved. 

 

We have a large programme of track updates going at the moment with new rail and hardwood and plastic sleepers.  There are 

also several points to be replaced along with the usual routine maintenance that is always there. If you can possibly give the club 

a few hours on a Sunday or Wednesday, please come along. Luckily with the better weather than usual in the run up to the new 

year good progress has been made but much remains if we are to achieve it all by Easter. It has also been decided to build two 

more riding trucks, not because we are very short but because those we have will not be able to be kept running for ever and it 

makes sense to start a replacement policy. After investigation we are going with the Cardiff club design which can be seen in 

some of the photos on their website. It is hoped that they will be made by members taking on various parts for assembly at the 

club as and when the parts are made. We already have volunteers for turning the wheels, producing all the wood items and get-

ting the main body folded. There are plenty of other bits to be done, not all requiring much in the way of workshop equipment, 

but the club workshop is available on  Sundays and Wednesdays. 

 

An excellent programme of Monday evening talks has been arranged and it would be nice to see the attendance at these improve. 

Not only is there the talk but it is a good opportunity to chat and socialize as well as drink tea and coffee!! If you have not been 

to the club site lately, please drop in and see what is being done and there is always a cuppa if you are so inclined.  

Martin Cusden 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  

 

Please note that subscriptions for 2016 became due on 1st January. If your renewal has not been made by Thursday 11th Febru-

ary your membership will have lapsed and you will not be entitled to attend or vote at the AGM. The rates are unchanged at 

Adult member £32, Junior £10 and Family member £7. Payments should go to the membership secretary, Alan Beard, and not to 

the Treasurer. An SAE to send your membership card will be appreciated. Payment may also be made by direct transfer from 

your account to BMES. Account number 50157058, sort code 20-05-74. If you intend to use this method please tell me by email 

to alan.beard1916@btinternet.com so that I know to send your membership card.  

                                                                        Alan Beard 

 

MONDAY NIGHT MEETINGS 

 

The programme for 2016 has been finalised. It includes talks from three external speakers one of whom is a speaker from the 

charity " Vulcan to the sky". This talk in May has attracted a good deal of attention among members and friends. As we are lim-

ited to a maximum of 63 people in the club room at any one time a ticket system will be necessary. More on this at the AGM in 

March. 

 

8 February. 

The traditional BRING and BUY with the addition of a PRIZE QUIZ. The questions will span Railways, Engineering, Motoring 

and Aviation. What the prize will be has yet to be decided. Any suggestions ?? 

 

14 March. 

Is the AGM. With the election of club officers etc. 

 

11 April. 
Our first guest speaker of the year will be speaking about current RAILWAY SIGNALLING. The subject title may seem a bit 

boring but I have seen the talk at the Royston club and found it very interesting. The speaker is a recently retired professional 

engineer. 

 

The full programme has been published in the small booklet that the Secretary hands out at this time of the year. 
                         
                       John Parmenter  
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MAIN LINE RENOVATION   

 

Now that we are into 2016, I’ve been prevailed upon to write a summary of the progress made during 2015. 

Of course, those who have been bent over the track making jigs or new points or digging and sieving ballast etc. (and have the 

aches and pains to remind them), are fairly “au fait” with what has been achieved during the last year. To them a big THANK 

YOU is in order for their effort and commitment, they have achieved a great deal in the last 12 months. 

Anyway, back to the progress. 

 

We have in total built 66 new track panels, a 5” crossover panel and, to all intents and purposes, four new points. Forty-four pan-

els have been fully installed, with ten more laid awaiting final fettling, and a further ten waiting to be positioned.  The 5” cross-

over panel, built by John Lawson and based on his steel fret point design, has also been installed on the Down line just after 

Point 56 alongside the carriage shed. Points 52 and 53 were replaced back in April with Point 50 following on in October, all 

built to the latest club standard with steel frets and (mainly) stainless steel fixings. Point 54 is almost complete, as some will have 

seen as it is currently sitting on tables in the clubhouse. Alongside it is the beginning of a new Point 44, this being a first for the 

club as it is to be built on the new plastic sleepers. There are two “spare” panels on the hardwood (recycled window frame) 

sleepers which were going to be used to connect points 52 and 53 but in the event have been saved for later. 

Talking of plastic sleepers, as many will be aware we have decided to follow the lead of several other clubs such as Cambridge 

and North London, and have bought a quantity of recycled polypropylene material from a company called FILCRIS over towards 

Cambridge. A second shipment will probably have arrived by the time you read this. The last twenty panels built in 2015 have 

the new plastic sleepers and it is our intention to complete the renovation of the Down line northwards.  In addition to this we 

have decided to use this plastic material for the next short section to be replaced on the Up line, by way of a test.  I am reliably 

informed that there is no such thing as totally fireproof/heatproof polypropylene so it will be the responsibility of all drivers of 

fire-breathing dragons to ensure that their beasts do not drop hot coals on susceptible parts of the railway. We will be increasing 

the number of fire extinguishers (water bottles!) around the railway as the use of plastic sleepers spreads and will be investigat-

ing how best to provide safe areas at stations for “raking out”.    

 

By the way, for those with an interest, when the last 10 panels already built have been laid we will have almost half of the 

mainline track panels re-equipped with 5” rail.  The great thing is that, by recycling the old rail for the 5” project, we have 

achieved this at only a fraction of the mainline renovation costs. 

 

So, that was last year, what is on the cards for this year coming? 

Work has already commenced, and materials are either with us or on the way, to replace the Down line as far up the hill as Point 

34 and the Up line to Point 31 before we open to the public at Easter. Materials are also on hand to build replacements for points 

44, 41 and 42 – incidentally Martin would be most grateful if anyone were to volunteer to assist him with this work, but there 

again any help with any of the work would be most welcome! 

 

Following on from the above, we shall need to acquire more materials as soon as finances permit to facilitate the construction of 

more panels, primarily for the Down line, and more new points. The points we can expect to install soon after each one is manu-

factured, but the track panels will have to be built and then stored until we have a sufficient window of opportunity to lay them. 

But then again, if everyone who can is willing to help, you never know, it could be done much sooner………………….over to 

you good folk. 

Brian Walton  

 

SANTA SPECIALS 2015 

 

December 5th. dawned with a grey very windy day and some anxious phone calls were received asking if Santa would be at the 

Summerfield Miniature Railway. However, by 10 am Santa had arrived at his Grotto and was awaiting his first visitors. Accord-

ingly the first train departed with a blast on the whistle and in a cloud of steam set off up the track to Hammer Hill. Fully loaded 

with happy families and excited children they were welcomed by the elves who escorted them in to see Santa. After a chat with 

the great man he gave all the children a present to take home with them. After their visit the families boarded  the train to return 

to Haynes End where they made their way in to the Station Buffet. Our ladies in the Buffet dispensed Tea, Coffee and Mulled 

Wine and Mince Pies to the adults whilst the children were given a soft drink and a fairy cake. While the adults socialised to-

gether presents were unwrapped and the contents played with. A truly festive atmosphere. With trains departing and arriving 

every 15 minutes throughout the day, the buffet was continuously full of happy people. Around 5 pm all our visitors had left for 

home, the trains put to bed and the buffet tidied up. December 6th. was also grey and very windy but Santa was once again in his 

grotto so the whole process started again. 

 

Thanks to the members who ran the Grotto, those running the trains and those dispensing refreshments . 

Special thanks to everyone who spent a Sunday morning sorting out and wrapping up the presents for Santa to give the children.      

Santa’s Little Helper 



5 

COMMITTEE MEETING NEWS 

A copy of the minutes is placed in the crew room and a second copy is normally available at each Monday meeting. 

 

November Meeting 

 

AB announced he would step down as Club Secretary after the 2016 membership renewals. The Chairman thanked him for his 

many years of service. 

Southill Estates expressed provisional agreement to the replacement of the caravan (old crew room) with a storage container. 

The Treasurer presented draft figures for 2015 to date and stated that no increase in fares was needed for 2016. 

A draft statement of conditions to be observed by any member undertaking work or expenditure on behalf of the club was pre-

sented for future discussion. 

The new Crew Room was virtually finished. 

Arrangements for the project to build further sit-in coaches and parts availability were discussed. 

Scheduled work on the refurbishment of the up main line had been completed. 

The talk on the Vulcan at the May club meeting will be an all ticket event. 

The proposed Halloween Event will not take place. 

The coloured brochure to be corrected and reprinted after Christmas. AB's phone number to remain. 

The picture archive to be brought into the club for storage. 

Heavy duty advertising banners are not being used at present and should be used on running days or other events. 

Suggestion that Flagpoles with flags could be used to attract attention from passing traffic.  

The Facebook link has been added to the website. 

Santa Specials were fully booked. Presents had been purchased and would be wrapped on the last Sunday in November. 

Catering focussed on the Santa Specials. No overstocks/wastage anticipated at the season end. 

  

December 

 

No meeting held. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

 

   Santa’s Buffet are you being                                                                                                                                              

served? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                          

Dick Billington 
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CHRISTMAS QUIZ 

 

Well didn’t we have a turn up for the books this year! Who would have guessed at a blackout right in the middle of round five. 

Someone hinted at sabotage because I had lost the answers but this is simply not true. Nor is the suggestion that I make up the 

answers. This is only occasionally true but adds to the fun and increases the chance of getting a good score. Yours not mine.  

Six teams contested for the BMES quiz night championship cup. They were as follows: 

 

Thickeads gaining a total with weighting of 61.5 points 

TopTeam with 38 

Three Peters Plus accruing 33 

Black Engines putting 29 points on the board 

Katering Krew cooked up 28 points 

Wainwright’s Posse corralled 23 useful points during the event. 

Talking of good scores this year’s event saw the experiment of weighted tables, no the ladies didn’t supply waitress service to 

each of us. The number of participants per table gains a weighting so small numbers versus the largest table means their score is 

weighted in their favour resulting on one small team gaining the most points on the night.  

This did not mean they won outright however as this year being the year of the Sheep [appropriate being a Shepherd myself], 

yesterday being Monkey awareness day and in particular the shortest day next week the winners were awarded thus: 

 

Thickeads: Highest scorers with weighting 

Top Team: The largest group, the highest score unweighted and the guest visitor with the loveliest smile 

Three Peters Plus: for the highest number of Peters 

Black Engines: Best quiz contribution 

Katering Krew: for being the catering crew without whom we would not have any food  

And the last of this year’s winners are 

Wainwright’s Posse for having the largest number of torches. 

The average score per round was down on previous years but would have climbed back had we completed the final True or False 

rounds. Round six will be sent to our esteemed Editor for inclusion in the Coupling at some point.  

The average score per round was down on previous years but would have climbed back had we completed the final True or  

False rounds. Round six will be sent to our esteemed Editor for inclusion in The Coupling at some point. The evening was one of 

the best I can remember with heaps of good cheer, banter and friendliness and the Bulldog spirit really shone when the lights 

went out.  The Raffle and presentations were made by the light of candles* and gratefully received.  I also want to thank John 

who booked after the sound and presentation equipment admirably.  Here are some more questions.  Will we see you next year?  

Will I be asked again?  Would someone else like to have a go?                 

*Electronic candles             Richard Shepherd  

Round 6 Water Quiz 

1.True or false ?  Sound travels faster through water than air? 

2.True or false? The Indian Ocean is the biggest ocean on Earth.  A: False—Pacific Ocean 

3.True or false?  Ice sinks in water. A: It floats. 

4.True or false?  The consumption of bottled water has risen significantly over the last few decades.  A: True 

5.The solid state of water is known as what?  A:  Ice. 

6.Can the average human survive without water for a few days or a few weeks?  A: A few days. 

7.True or false?  Pure water is tasteless.  A: True. 

8.When water is cooled, does it contract or expand?  A: Expand 

9.What is another name for a tidal wave? A: Tsunami  Bonus  Spell correctly. 

10.What is the longest river on Earth?  A: The Nile River. 

                                                                                                                                                                         Richard Shepherd 
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HAS ANYBODY SEEN THIS VISITOR? 

 

 

 

 

Last seen heading North in December. 

 

 

 

 

He promised to visit again in 2016. 

 

 
      GARDENERS 

 

   If you are splitting up plants/shrubs and  

    have some spare these can be put to  

   good use at our club. Please contact  

   Stuart Shotbolt at the club with any items 

   that you no longer need so that they can  

   be replanted in a suitable area around our                                                                                                                                                                                   

site.              

Stuart Shotbolt 

          

 
 

 

 

VULCAN IN THE SKY  

Stop Press 

 

Further details of this talk by an outside speaker will be given at our AGM in March. Due to the interest in this pres-

entation attendance will be by ticket only. Members attending the AGM will be advised how to obtain tickets which 

will be limited to 63. 

 

CATERING 

 

There are some extra running days on Wednesdays during school holidays this year when the offer in our Station 

Buffet will be limited. Service will be supplied by any available people at the club, mainly offering hot and cold 

drinks, crisps, biscuits, etc. For standard running days such as Sundays and Bank Holidays our normal tariff will  

apply.  

 

Anyone who could spare a little time to help out on main running days would be most welcome. Even an hour to  

allow our usual staff to take a brief break could be most helpful. 

Tony Bullock 

 
         CLUB CLOTHING 

 

Several people have been asking for sew on badges and I am pleased to say that we now have them back in stock.. 

(Arrange your own sewing though). 

 

An order is planned to be placed with our supplier in February and I would appreciate it if you are needing any item 

that you let me know soonest. We do not have a minimum order but it saves me a journey to Heathrow  if  I can col-

late one order rather than several one offs.  Thank you. 

Tony Bullock 
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WD40 

 

This product is a result of research to find a rust preventative solvent and degreaser to protect missile parts.   It was created in 

1953 and is the 40th formulation for a water displacement compound.   Here are a few uses. 

    
1. Protects silver from tarnishing.                                                         
2. Removes road tar and grime from cars. 
3. Gives floors a 'just-waxed' sheen without making them slippery                                                                                         
4. Restores and cleans chalkboards.                                                         
5. Removes lipstick stains.                                                                 
6. Loosens stubborn zippers.                                                                
7. Untangles jewellery chains.                                                                
8. Removes stains from stainless steel sinks.                                            
9. Removes dirt and grime from the barbecue grill. 
10. Keeps ceramic/terra cotta garden pots from oxidizing. 
11. Removes tomato stains from clothing. 
12. Keeps glass shower doors free of water spots. 
13.Keeps scissors working smoothly.                                                      
14. Lubricates noisy door hinges on vehicles and doors in homes.                  
15. It removes black scuff marks from the kitchen floor!  
16. Bug guts will eat away the finish on your car if not removed quickly! Use WD-40! 
17. Lubricates gear shift and mower deck lever for ease of handling on riding mowers.                
18. Lubricates tracks in sticking home windows and makes them easier to open. 
19. Spraying an umbrella stem makes it easier to open and close.            
20. Restores and cleans padded leather dashboards in vehicles, as well as vinyl bumpers.  
21. Restores and cleans roof racks on vehicles.                             
22. Lubricates and stops squeaks in electric fans  

23. Lubricates wheel sprockets on tricycles, wagons, and bicycles for easy handling.      
24. Lubricates fan belts on washers and dryers and keeps them running smoothly. 
25. Keeps rust from forming on saws and saw blades, and other tools. 
26. Removes splattered grease on stoves.                                                   
27. Keeps bathroom mirrors from fogging.   
28. Removes all traces of duct tape. 
29. Removes pricing labels adhesive, and tape adhesives. 
30. Folks even spray it on their arms, hands, and knees to relieve arthritis pain.       
 

USEFUL TO KNOW—CLUB MATTERS 

BMES WEB SITE 

www.bedfordmes.co.uk 

Website—Alan Beard—Contact details on inside front cover 

FACEBOOK MODERATORS 

Dick Billington—dick.billington@ntlworld.com             Mark Leeson—mark_leeson@hotmail.com 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Held on the third Monday of the month in the Clubhouse. 

CLUB MEETINGS 

Held on second Monday of the month—check in The Coupling. 

WORKING PARTIES 

Wednesdays from 10am.  Workshop and Library open. 

Sundays from 9.30am—check if aiming to attend. 

‘The COUPLING’ PUBLICATION DATES 

Next copy deadline is 13th. April  please! 

SOCIETY SALES 

The following items ate available in the Clubhouse 

Toys, Drivers’ Hats etc.  

BMES Fridge Magnets—BR Totem design 

Club Clothing available to order—contact Tony Bullock 01494 439098 

 


