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Merry Christmas 

 

 

 

     And A                         Happy  

 

 

new year         ? 
ANNUAL 

CHRISTMAS QUIZ 

 
Monday 14th. December 

7:30 pm 

 
Quizmaster  

Richard Shepherd 

(Do you have the same answer as him?) 
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EDITORIAL 

So we have reached the end of another season of public running and this is the last issue of the newsletter for 2015. Where does 

the time go.? Time will be better spent in the workshop rather than out on the site for a while as winter sets in. There is plenty of 

reason still to come to the club if only to put the world to rights on Wednesdays and Sundays.  

 

Coming up we have the Annual Quiz Night which is good fun and John Parmenter has some good evening meetings lined up for 

us. No need to hibernate and miss out on companionship and conversation. 

 

It would be great to hear of your exploits in the workshop and I will publish the results in the Coupling if you can send them to 

me. Pictures would also be good. How about an engineering project article? I am sure plenty of our members will be interested. 

 

Check out our Facebook posts. No need to sign up—just follow the link from our web site. 

 

My apologies that the gremlins got into the last issue causing some lines to vanish for ever into the far beyond. Hopefully  this 

will not happen this time. 

 

Best wishes and compliments of the season to all. 

Tony Bullock 
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CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 

Another club running season has passed and I thank all those helpers who in some way made it all work and already the club is 

undertaking maintenance work in preparation for next year. Looking back it was not a bad year with passenger numbers and tak-

ings  not so very different from last year, but we had several strange days when either the morning or the afternoon were busy 

and the rest of the day was fairly quiet.  Maybe our weekends clashed with busy sporting events or other more local goings on.  

 

I mentioned earlier maintenance work, the pile of ready prepared track panels has  diminished as a further section of the up main 

is renewed, points are being made to replace those not built on steel frets and the new crew room is progressing nicely. We have 

now to get ready for the Santa weekend on the 5th and 6th December.  The grotto will be assembled shortly and lighting 

installed and our new Santa getting himself in the right frame of mind.  Let's hope for good weather. We then have the annual 

quiz on the 14th December, always a fun evening. Richard Shepherd is again our quiz master so please make the effort and come 

along. 

 

I sadly have to report the passing of Peter Clowes. He was a regular attendee on Wednesdays and as a retired carpenter was kept 

busy on projects around the site, always helpful and smiling he is very much missed and our condolences go to his family. 

 

There is always something going on at the club site on either a Wednesday or Sunday morning. If you can spare a few hours, 

even on an occasional basis we would always be very happy to see you .........the kettle rarely gets cold!! 

Martin Cusden  

 

PARKING AT HAYNES END 

The Haynes End field will be closed  immediately after the Santa Specials to re-open in time for the Easter running. 

Vehicle access to the Clubhouse and station will be via the roadway at the rear of the containers and down along the side of the 

signal box - not across the main field . 

This will allow the field to recover over the winter months. 

Shaun - The Mower Man 

   

PETER CLOWES 

 

It is with sadness that I report the death of my good friend Peter Clowes who passed away on 19th October after a long illness. 

Peter had been a member of the club for no more than  4 yrs, but he quickly earned the respect and friendship of all who knew 

him. His skills at woodworking kept him fully "employed" on Wednesdays and whenever there was a bit of woodwork needed 

doing it was" Peter the carpenter" who usually took on the job. 

A quiet and unassuming gentleman, he never complained about his failing health but just got on with the job in hand, just shrug-

ging it off as "one of those things. 

A Yorkshire man, his dry sense of humour always  made me smile, I shall miss his companionship . 

His widow Shirley has asked if his ashes could be  scattered at the club, a place he really loved to be. 

Stuart Shotbolt 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING NEWS 

A copy of the minutes is placed in the crew room and a second copy is normally available at each Monday meeting. 

September Meeting 

Peter presented the current balances and noted that income was steady. 

Buildings 

Terry reported that DMS had not shown up for the meeting to discuss the new toilet block. The Committee agreed that it was 

now unlikely that the Club would find the resources of time and money to restore this block. He wondered whether the responsi-

bility for providing disabled facilities fell on us or DMS. Stuart observed that a fully fitted portacabin style toilet could be pur-

chased for a few hundred pounds. 

Crew Room 

Gordon is making good progress with the canopy and will move on to complete the inside electrical installation.  

The railings down the ramp from the platform exit were discussed. It was agreed to continue with the construction which has 

been started and to continue it round the corner of the retaining wall.  

Roadway 

Martin observed that nothing had been done to the roadway since the spring but it was not in bad condition. Brian was concerned 

that the pile of used ballast was disappearing under brambles. Our digger has a bucket that could be used as a scraper but only 

Gordon can operate it and he was heavily committed elsewhere. We could hire a digger and driver and clean up the site of the old 

pond at the same time. 

Rolling Stock 
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been started and to continue it round the corner of the retaining wall.  

Roadway 

Martin observed that nothing had been done to the roadway since the spring but it was not in bad condition. Brian was concerned 

that the pile of used ballast was disappearing under brambles. Our digger has a bucket that could be used as a scraper but only 

Gordon can operate it and he was heavily committed elsewhere. We could hire a digger and driver and clean up the site of the old 

pond at the same time. 

Rolling Stock 

Martin observed that Loch Treig had run well at the weekend.  Carriage SMR4 is still out of service and the the brake blocks on 

one of the sit astrides needed realigning or replacing. The accident to Jphn D's coaches may have been caused by a part falling 

from the riding trolley of his loco. There was further discussion of the plan to build two new coaches to the Cardiff coach design. 

Could they be stretched from 6 to 8 feet and if so would the wheel spacing of the bogies need to be altered? Terry noted that 

sheet steel came in 8ft. lengths so a 6ft. coach would waste  2 ft. It was agreed that Pete would discuss the subject again with 

Dick Billington.. 

Track 

Brian reported that all the rails in stock had now been made up into track panels - 13 panels on iroko sleepers and 15 on plastic. 

He was now awaiting the opportunity to lay them. He planned to lay the plastic sleepers where they could be seen from Haynes 

End in case of fire. A new point 50 had also been made up and when this was laid 3 or 4 panels on softwood sleepers would be 

replaced at the same time. He planned to give this priority in the window between Santa Specials and Easter Running. As part of 

installing the new point 50 GM will move his new point lever closer to the existing one. He will be asked to explain exactly what 

he intends. 

 

October meeting 

Peter observed that the balance sheet, including revenue from Santa Specials, was reasonably healthy, despite the falling number 

of passengers. He thought that income from the November running day and the remaining Santa bookings should cover the an-

ticipated cost of Santa's presents. 
He said that the current rate of subscriptions would carry the club through until 2017 so long as it was resolved at the 2016 AGM 

to increase them in January 2017.  He also advised the Committee that he had received a quote of £627+VAT for a full inspec-

tion of the electrical installation at Haynes End and the issue of a certificate of compliance which was needed to be updated 

every 3 years for insurance and H&S purposes and was already overdue.   

Terry advised the Committee that he is giving up responsibility for leading the work on buildings, due to pressure of other work; 

he was willing to help in any other way. 

A number of projects are tabled for action over the Winter months including a new point 50 and replacement of track between 

points 46 and 50 where the sleepers are softwood. 

John P has advised that he will cease organising Monday evening events at the end of 2016.  The Committee agreed to place on 

record its appreciation and thanks to him for his excellent work in recent years. 

Tony reports that Sales continue as normal.  Toys are selling quite well with the cheaper items such as flags being most popular. 

There are no further toys required for this year apart from Santa gifts.  

Tony also advised that The Coupling will be issued quarterly in future.  
Santa Specials are fully booked for both days. The ratio is about 60% adults and 40% children. Some presents have been pur-

chased. Present costs are slightly up on last year but it is felt that we should continue with quality gifts which the parents appreci-

ate rather than a cheap option. Current plans are to wrap the gifts on Sunday 29th November ready for the following week using 

colour coded paper for the four age/gender  groups.  

Students from Chiltern School: PC reported that he was meeting Angela Killeen of First Place Training UK, on site, Wed 25th 

November.  First Place Training will assess what we could offer and make a risk assessment if the idea goes forward. 

Stuart has received quotes from a local nurseryman for shrubs and ground-cover plants at £8-10 each.  The Committee approved 

expenditure of up to £100. 

Due to uncertainty about making contact members will be asked to update their contact details when renewing their subscription. 

John observed that the signage around the site was poor.  He noted especially that there was no prominent sign saying "Teas" nor 

one for the toilets.  The matter added to the “to do” list. 
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Track  

Subject to a physical check, we have sufficient sleepers and fixings in stock to re-build the softwood section between points 46 

and 50. There is also the (mainly) hardwood sleepered panel that was lifted from the down line to permit installation of the 5" 

crossover panel: we should have enough hardwood sleepers to replace any softwood in this panel and a length of rail to add the 

5". All of this should enable us to install the new point 50 and the panels back through the crossing. 

However, we will need to invest in material, either plastic or timber, to do the "fill in" strips for the crossing : 3 metre x 50mm x 

25mm plastic < £11 each, 4 or 5 lengths required, plus a box of 45/50mm stainless screws for fixing < £17. 

We need then to muster the troops and decide when we can tackle this and/or other track laying jobs. There are 4 weeks between 

the last public running and Santa Specials, and we must take advantage of this window, particularly as one of our key players 

will be away for some weeks in the New Year which will have a negative impact on what we might achieve before Easter in 

2016. The replacement of Point 50 is important, but it is also necessary to lay the newly built panels for the "up" and "down" 

lines as this will free up materials for continuing with adding the 5" rail, which is a job that can progress during the running sea-

son with less resources. We must aim to complete the three major tasks mentioned by next Easter.   

Advertising - Dick Billington 

Regarding the discussion concerning  Facebook and website: this is effectively the first time that the Committee has shown any 

interest in our Facebook page. Before I went into hospital this year for my left-hand rear suspension rebuild I asked the commit-

tee members to let me know of anything that they required to go on the Facebook page so that I could input it at home because I 

would not be at the club ---nothing.  

Please note BMES does not own what is now the accepted BMES Facebook site.  It was set up for me during my period as chair-

man against considerable opposition of two committee members and is actually owned by my daughter Cathy and myself. Mark 

Leeson and myself do the inputs and are also  moderators when required.  For anyone thinking that they can just take over the 

site, they are wrong.   Therefore I would be pleased to be involved in discussions with the website man. 

 

My personal quick checks show that on average Facebook provides about 40% of our advertising.  With about another 40 % 

spread evenly between the sign out side, the website and personal recommendations.  The remainder covers casual visitors and 

lost souls, plus those who think our toilets are public property.  If a positive survey is required then we all need to ask the same 

questions in the same way. 

 

I would be happy to have a chat with you because I firmly am of the opinion that our Facebook pages are invaluable and if there 

are ways of improving them I would use them. 

 

WINTERFIELD RAISED TRACK 

 

Please note that in agreement with the committee the section of track between the two flexible points and which passes under the 

footbridge will be closed some time after the last running day on the 1st November, this is to allow the replacement of the 

wooden support beams with the new steel ones. 

 

Usually the beams are replaced in sections of three to five at a time so as not to cause a closure of the track but this section of 

track needs some adjustment to correct the expansion gaps and the earth works carried out by the resident rabbit mining team. 

 

To do this we will replace and realign all the sections from the first flexible point to just after the footbridge in one go, this work 

providing the weather agrees, should be finished by the start of 2016 running. Any help in carrying this work out would be ap-

preciated. 

 

To complete the beam replacement programme the last ten sections that pass through the station will be replaced after this clo-

sure and this expected to take place in the spring of 2016. 

 

Should you want to run during this closure on the raised track the main loop will remain open and by using the steaming bay 

loop continuous running may be carried out. 

The Winterfield Track Gang 

 

.FOR SALE 
 

N gauge DCC scenic railway layout. It is 77 by 36 inches dimensions and controlled by a LENZ digital plus L100 controller. 

There are 3 diesel and 3 steam outline locos all fitted with mini gold chips. There are 7 assorted coaches and 27 assorted trucks 

and wagons. There is also a 00 gauge Bachman class 66 diesel with a SW digital sound chip fitted, unused and still boxed. 

Phone Dave Drover on 01462 732772 for further details 

 

GARDENERS 

 

If you are splitting up plants/shrubs and have some spare these can be put to good use at our club. Please contact Stuart Shotbolt 

at the club with any items that you no longer need so that they can be replanted in a suitable area around our site. 
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SEW ON BADGES 

 

Several people have been asking for these badges and I am pleased to say that we now have them back in stock.. (Arrange your 

own sewing though). 

 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Editor 

As I said in my last letter the club was formed in 1968 at the Guild House in Bedford.  We then moved to the Swan pub in Gold-

ington where we had a room on the top floor.  This was handy for those who liked a pint or two during the half time break. 

I was working at the Igranic Company in Elstow Road where I was in the machine shop on a capstan lathe.  A capstan lathe was 

fed with twelve foot long bars and when the bar was too short to use there was a piece about two inches long left over which was 

thrown in the scrap bin.  We were allowed to buy anything from the scrap yard at a nominal price.  As we had different nights 

going on we occasionally had 'bring and buy' nights so I would go to our scrap yard and buy a tray of offcuts and take them along 

to the meeting.  David Dean would auction them off and the money would go to club funds. 

From the Swan we moved to the Bunyan Meeting Hall in Goldington.  As there were facilities for making tea my wife Mary and 

Hilda Dean would make tea at half time. 

That's all for now, more next time. 
 

 

CLUB EVENTS 

December 

Saturday 5th.  Santa Specials 

Sunday 6th.  Santa Specials 

Monday 14th.  Quiz Night 

January 

Monday 11th.  Your choice video evening 

Monday 18th.  Committee Meeting 

February 

Monday 8th.  Bring & Buy plus a hobby prize Quiz 

Monday 15th.  Committee Meeting 

March 

Monday 14th.  AGM 

Monday 21st  Committee Meeting 

Sunday 27th.  Easter—Public Running 

Monday 28th.  Easter—Public Running 

 

 

MONDAY NIGHT MEETINGS 

 

It's that time of year when thoughts turn to the programme for 2016. It looks as if it's going to be a good one with two high interest events al-

ready booked. The first will be a talk be a speaker from the charity "Vulcan to the Sky" in May and the second a shed and yard visit to the 

Leighton Buzzard Railway in June.  

 

One or two of the successful events in 2015 will, by popular demand, be run again next year and January and February will be low key because 

of the possibility of bad weather. 

 

It is hoped that next year’s programme will be finished ready for the Secretary to include it in his green programme cards by December. 

 

John Parmenter 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

 

Please note that subscriptions for 2016 become due on January 1st but I will be happy to receive your payment from now on. 

If your renewal has not been made by Thursday 11th February your membership will have lapsed and you will not be entitled to attend or 

vote at the AGM. 

 

The rates are unchanged at Adult member £32, Junior £10 and Family member  £7. 

Payments should go to the membership secretary, Alan Beard and not to the Treasurer. An SAE to send your membership card will be appreci-

ated. 

 

Payment may also be made by direct transfer from your account to BMES.  Account number 50157058, sort code 20-05-74. If you intend to 

use this method please delay payment until the New Yeart at the request of the Treasurer and tell me by email to 

alan.beard1916@btinternet.com so that I know to send your membership card. 
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CHRISTMAS RECIPE 

 

Ingredients 

 

320 Adults 

230 Children 

 

535 assorted gifts 

4 Large rolls of paper 

 

Mince Pies 

Various drinks 

 

Method 

 

Select and sort gifts into 4 groups 

Wrap gifts in colour coded paper. 

Place gifts into large sacks. 

 

Mix Adults and Children into 44 assorted groups. 

Spread groups over 2 sessions in 15 minute slices. 

 

Greet each group on arrival and place on trains. 

Whisk them to a Grotto 

Warm them with the star of the day. 

Repeat whisking and return to the Clubhouse 

 

Marinade in warm drinks 

Add sustenance. 

 

Result 

Should be many happy families starting their Christmas Celebrations and BMES members enjoying seeing them having fun.  

 

Why not join in and enjoy yourself whilst making this recipe the best yet. 

 

December 5th. and 6th. 2015 from 10:am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY'S RIDDLE FOR SENIORS. 

 

Here is the situation:  

 

You are on a horse, galloping at a constant speed.  

 

On your right side is a sharp drop-off.  

 

On your left side is an elephant traveling at the same speed as you.  

 

Directly in front of you is a galloping kangaroo and your horse is unable to  

overtake it.  

 

Behind you is a lion running at the same speed as you and the kangaroo.  

 

What must you do to get out of this highly dangerous situation? 
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EXERCISE IS GOOD FOR YOU 

 

I know I got a lot of exercise 

The last few years, 

Just getting over the hill.  

 

If you are going to try cross-country skiing, 

   Start with a small country. 

 

I joined a health club last year. 

    Spent about 400 pounds. 

    Haven't lost a pound. 

    Apparently you have to go there  

 

I like long walks, 

    Especially when they are taken 

    By people who annoy me.  

 

My grandpa started walking 

    Five miles a day when he was 60. 

    Now he's 97 years old 

    And we don't know where the hell he is  

 

Well—it is coming up to Christmas. Have fun, enjoy and be nice to each other. 

 

(Answer to riddle: Quietly get off the merry-go-round and go home!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work on the Crew Room 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    Canopy close to completion 

Photos by Gordon Mead 


