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EDITORIAL 

 

As I sit here compiling this issue I have been overcome by a bout of nostalgia. The news that Ian Allan died in June the day be-

fore his 93rd. Birthday brought back many happy memories of train spotting with my ‘ABC’. Standing at the end of Paddington 

Station, putting old pennies on the line to be crushed by the next loco, running from Station Masters, bunking Old Oak Common 

through  the hole in the fence and never managing to get in to Willesden Junction Shed. Happy days. No doubt many of our 

members also remember similar adventures but more likely at Kings Cross or St. Pancras.  All this before TV, computers, I-pads 

and mobile phones but it was great fun.  The train bug was very contagious and has never gone away. 

 

Back to the present and still with that wretched bug working.  Helping to satisfy the need for a smell of steam we are looking 

forward to our visitor weekend when several steam locos will be arriving.  Make sure that you have the date firmly in your dia-

ries and send your booking form to Mat and Gilly Rainer today if you have not already done so.  It is a fun weekend with plenty 

of socialising with like minded people  No doubt we will also put the world to rights. 

 

Whatever you are doing in the coming months enjoy  and look in at the club. 

Tony Bullock 

 

 

DAVID BOYDE 

 

Due to ill-health David cannot drive and will be unable to attend the club as often as previously. He sends his very best wishes to 

one and all. 
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REQUEST TO CLUB MEMBERS 

From Stuart Ostler 

 

Hello. I have a small project.  The fitting of a helicoil to a thread stripped in a guitar string bridge and would be grateful for 

someone to either help me do it using their machinery or do it for me with some financial recompense of course! 

I hope one of your members can help. Thank you. Stuart. 07944 997754  

 

GARDENERS 

 

If you are splitting up plants/shrubs and have some spare these can be put to good use at our club.  Please contact Stuart Shotbolt 

at the club with any items that you no longer need so that they can be replanted in a suitable area around our site. 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 

We have been fairly lucky with the weather for the last three running days, but attendance has been a bit on the quiet side, but income has made 

the days worthwhile. We must hope for continued decent weather  for the two days (23rd. and 30th. July) when we entertain MENCAP, which 

always seems to give them a great deal of pleasure.  Also this month we have had the Small Loco Rally, ably organised by Huw Williams.  A 

number of 5" locos turned up, one 3.5in. a 2.5in. and a number of locos that ran on the garden railway and Papplewick Green, which fortui-
tously, as it happened, was erected under the station canopy.  The morning started well and was busy, but after lunch the heavens opened which 

brought proceedings to a rapid stop, although Papplewick Green remained busy.  The new crew room is proceeding well and now has all win-

dows, a floor and fully glazed door, just the internal fitting out remaining.  New to the club was an experience day for members of the public, 

three adults and four children attended and appeared to enjoy the opportunity enough for one to become a member  We intend to repeat this 
event next year.The club Barbecue and running takes place on the 9th. August when hopefully the weather will be better than last year and also 

the attendance.  

We are in for another busy period, five running days in August along with three days of the Visitors’ Rally on the first weekend of September.  

There is always room for more helpers on these days both on the track and in the buffet, even if only for a few hours.  
In public running terms, we are just over half way through the year, so much more remains to take place.  These running days are highly reliant 

on the same few people and it would be nice to see a few fresh faces to join in and help. 

 
Martin Cusden 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING NEWS 

Twice recently Alan had found the fuel cupboard unlocked and the keys in the lock.  Members are asked to ensure that they lock 

up after themselves’ 

Peter reported that funds are adequate but expenditure needs to be minimised.  £5000 must be available at year end to cover the 

site rent and insurance. 

Rats have been seen outside the Clubhouse but it was not thought to be a problem.  Painting the containers is on the Things To 

Do list.  Work continues on the additional water storage at Hammer Hill, with no more than £50 required to complete the work. 

Additional money may be required if cosmetic work is deemed necessary.  Gordon has been asked to give priority to completing 

the external work on the new crew room  

The brakes on the wagon used by Shaun have been repaired but Loch Treig’s tender springs need attention.  A fresh start will be 

made on the paperwork for all locos. 

Materials for 3 new points are now available and the Points School will be re-started.  Replacement sleepers on the down main 

could be plastic at £1.16 each or wood at £1.35 each.  On the up main it is proposed to use iroko sleepers as far as Badgers Holt 

and plastic thereafter.  That still means another £1000 of iroko will be required but it could be split into two orders.  The two 

areas where several derailments have occurred have been checked; one had dipped joints and incorrect cant the other needed bal-

last packing and screws tightened.  Signalling problems at Winterfield have stopped introduction of the new signals and further 

installation.  Gprdon is working on the problems. 

John P reported on a worrying decline in the number of members attending the evening events.  

Tony reports that catering so far this season has been busy with good comments from the public.  On fine days several families 

picnic outside but they continue to purchase drinks and snacks.  Cake sales are better on cool days.  Staff availability will present 

a few problems over the summer with the number of running days perceived to be more than previously.  There are family com-

mitments by all the regular staff together with some holidays.  It will be almost impossible to offer the normal service with a 

lesser number of staff available at busy times.  A limited number of items for sale at the picnic area at Hammer Hill will be tri-

alled. While manning may be a problem it was agreed to give the proposal a try.  

Peter stated that more information on H&S matters had been found in the filing cabinet, the updating of information continues. . 

JP also stated he had had a Personal Appliance Test machine calibrated and was awaiting a certificate to pass him out as compe-

tent to undertake the work. 

This is planned for Sunday 14th June and coincides with a club running day.  An item has been placed in  the newsletter request-

ing additional help from members on this day.  Proposed aspects include a demo of raising steam, track & point building, work-

ings of the signal box and a play with Charlatan.  If anyone wishes to become a member remember that children must be 12 and 

always accompanied by a parent or guardian when on the site.   
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Items to be added are a watering facility at Winterfield, a secure container in the steaming bay area at Haynes End to provide 

loco repair facilities and additional storage and the possible extension of the Garden Railway. 

Two requests to have birthday parties on running days have been received.  The first for 7th June has been agreed that a couple of 

rides around the site after public running.  Peter will arrange for a crew to stay late to work Lewis and four vehicles.  Previously 

parties have arrived early afternoon and a special train has been provided about 3pm so that any additional rides can be on ser-

vice trains before 4pm close.  That is what is hoped to be the arrangements for the second party on 5th July. 

Badges. Terry showed an example of a badge his friend produces and it was agreed that 24 be obtained for members concession 

rides.  It was agreed that people who displayed our leaflet should receive a couple of free tickets. The motor of the broken mower 

has been exchanged for one donated by K. Summers for which we are very grateful.  David et al have been doing good work 

with the roof at Winterfield.  The fencing alongside the engine shed is in need of an upgrade but viewed to be a low priority and 

the work held over to the autumn or 2016.  The door of the signal box is in poor condition and Terry will undertake the replace-

ment.  The slope used for exiting Haynes End platforms is slightly too steep and will be reduced.  David will be consulted but the 

matter is not urgent.  The crew room window frames are in position with some of the glazing.  The total cost of completing the 

external work is estimated at £1200.  Some aspects of the design have not been finalised.  Raised track riding trolley is not fit for 

purpose.  John will produce a report with costings.  Raised track.   A further 15 panels will be ordered costing approx. £700. Gar-

den Railway.  A second loop will be added costing around £560.Signalling.  It was agreed that that there be no further work or 

expenditure on signalling until the crew room is finished and the committee are clear on the costs of moving forward along with 

the suitability of the newly installed signals. 

Alan Beard 

EXPERIENCE DAY 2015 

 

Is does not need me to point out that we are all getting older and the days of the Society are numbered if there is not an influx of 

new, preferably younger, members so in an attempt to start the process an Experience Day was held on 14th June. 

On the morning the small group of non-members male and female ranging in age from 10 to 70 were shown what the Society had 

to offer along with how the railway is operated and maintained cumulating in everyone getting to drive a loco. 

Everyone enjoyed themselves and one person did join as a result of the visit, he has indicated that he is willing to help on running 

days but none of the children could join because none of the parents/grandparents were willing to commit to stay with their off-

spring each time they visited as required by the Children and Vulnerable Persons legislation. 

Many thanks to the members who help on the day especially Denise who allowed the novices to drive her loco and Gordon for 

explaining the workings of a steam engine. It may not been as successful as hoped but we will have another go next year  

Pete Chapman 

POP BOTTLE CHALLENGE 

 

A re-run of the Pop Bottle Challenge was held on Monday 13th July when four entries were presented at the start line. The de-

signers were three John’s – Dodd, Lawson and Scott along with Dave Combes. John Dodd went first with the same design as the 

previous challenge, in fact the same bottle, unfortunately the bottle exploded at about 90psi sending the contraption forward 

about 5 feet breaking one wheel in the process. John L when next but something failed to work and it did not pass JD’s effort . 

Dave had a go and he too had a mechanical malfunction and did not pass the 5 feet mark. The first three designs were basically 

the same, air from the bottle turned a fan which turned a pulley which then turned the wheel by means of a belt (sorry that is be-

ing generous, rubber band), John S was different he used the air to force water out of another bottle to give the propulsion and it 

WORKED (sorry if I sound surprised) sending the device on the up line from the end of points at Haynes End to almost level 

with the buffers on the headshunt. JD had, in the meantime, found another pop bottle which he fitted to the device but the three 

wheel machine went nowhere as the band came off. Retirement was the only option. JL's second attempt was a success just pass-

ing JS’s mark. DC had another complete failure so he too retired. JS's second attempt was a failure because he upped the pressure 

from 70 to 90 psi as a result the acceleration was so fast that it derailed about half way to JL’s mark. JL decided to rest on his on 

his laurels mainly he was fed up with pumping the bottle up. JS  had one more go this time lowering the pressure to about 50psi 

and now the device travelled way past JL’s mark almost to Rooktree crossing.  

I think that is how it finished as I was, at that point, banished to the buffet to put the kettle on. Thanks to the John, John, John and 

Dave for taking the time to build the contraptions and giving those watching a good laugh. 

Pete Chapman 
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HAPPY MEMORIES OF TOMMY COOPER (Just like that!) 

1.Two blondes walk into a building..........you'd think at least one of them would have seen it. 

2. Phone answering machine message - '...If you want to buy marijuana, press the hash key..' 

3. A guy walks into the psychiatrist wearing only Clingfilm for shorts. The shrink says, 'Well, I can clearly see you're nuts. '  

4. I went to buy some camouflage trousers the other day but I couldn't find any.  

5. I went to the butchers’ the other day and I bet him 50 quid that he couldn't reach the meat off the top shelf. He said, 'No , the 

steaks are too high.'  

6. My friend drowned in a bowl of muesli. A strong currant pulled him in.  

7 A man came round in hospital after a serious accident. He shouted, 'Doctor, doctor, I can't feel my legs!' 

The doctor replied, 'I know you can't, I've cut your arms off'.  

8. I went to a seafood disco last week and pulled a muscle.  

9. Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly.. They lit a fire in the craft, it sank, proving once and for all that you can't have 

your kayak and heat it.  

10. Our ice cream man was found lying on the floor of his van covered with hundreds and thousands. Police say that he topped 

himself.  

11. Man goes to the doctor, with a strawberry growing out of his head. 

Doc says 'I'll give you some cream to put on it.'  

12. 'Doc I can't stop singing 'The Green, Green Grass of Home' 

'That sounds like Tom Jones syndrome. ' 

'Is it common?' 

'It's not unusual.'  

13. A man takes his Rottweiler to the vet. 'My dog is cross-eyed, is there anything you can do for him?' 

'Well,' said the vet, 'let's have a look at him' 

So he picks the dog up and examines his eyes, then he checks his teeth. Finally, he says, 'I'm going to have to put him down. ' 

'What? Because he's cross-eyed?' 

'No, because he's really heavy' 

14. Guy goes into the doctor's. 'Doc, I've got a cricket ball stuck up my bottom.' 

'How's that?' 

'Don't you start.'  

15. Two elephants walk off a cliff...boom, boom! 

16. What do you call a fish with no eyes? A fsh.  

17... So I was getting into my car, and this bloke says to me 'Can you give me a lift?' 

I said 'Sure, you look great, the world's your oyster, go for it...'  

18. Apparently, 1 in 5 people in the world are Chinese. There are 5 people in my family, so it must be one of them. It's either my 

mum or my Dad, or my older brother Colin, or my younger brother Ho-Cha-Chu. But I think it's Colin.  

19. Two fat blokes in a pub, one says to the other 'Your round.' The other one says 'So are you, you fat bastard!'  

20. Police arrested two kids yesterday, one was drinking battery acid, and the other was eating fireworks. They charged one and 

let the other one off.  

21. 'You know, somebody actually complimented me on my driving today. They left a little note on the windscreen. It said, 

'Parking Fine.' So that was nice.'  

22. A man walked into the doctors, he said, 'I've hurt my arm in several places' 

The doctor said, 'Well don't go there anymore'  

23..  Ireland 's worst air disaster occurred early this morning when a small two-seater Cessna plane crashed into a cemetery. Irish 

search and rescue workers have recovered 2826 bodies so far and expect that number to climb as digging continues into the 

night. 

ON LINE THOUGHT 

 

It is a slow day in a little Greek Village. The rain is beating down and the streets are deserted. Times are tough, everybody is in 

debt, and everybody lives on credit.  

On this particular day, a rich German tourist is driving through the village, stops at the local hotel and lays a €100 note on the 

desk, telling the hotel owner he wants to inspect the rooms upstairs in order to pick one to spend the night.  

The owner gives him some keys and, as soon as the visitor has walked upstairs, the hotelier grabs the €100 note and runs next  

door to pay his debt to the butcher.  

The butcher takes the €100 note and runs down the street to repay his debt to the pig farmer. The pig farmer takes the €100 note 

and heads off to pay his bill at the supplier of feed and fuel. The guy at the Farmers' Co-op takes the €100 note and runs to pay 

his drinks bill at the taverna. The publican slips the money along to the local prostitute drinking at the bar, who has also been 
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facing hard times and has had to offer him "services" on credit.  The hooker then rushes to the hotel and pays off her room bill to 

the hotel owner with the €100 note.  The hotel proprietor then places the €100 note back on the counter.                                                       

At that moment the traveller comes down the stairs, picks up the €100 note, states that the rooms are not satisfactory, pockets the 

money, and leaves town.  No one produced anything. No one earned anything. However, the whole village is now out of debt and 

looking to the future with a lot more optimism.  

And that, Ladies and Gentlemen, is how the Greeks will pay off their Eurozone debt. 

Internet 

 

CLUB EVENTS 

 

August                                                                                         October 

Wednesday 5th. Public Running                                          Sunday 11th   Public Running 

Sunday 9th . Club Running and Barbecue                      Monday 12th Restoring Cromer Windmill—Guest Speaker 

Wednesday 12th. Public Running                                           Monday 19th.  Committee Meeting 

 

Monday 17th.  Committee Meeting                                   November 

Wednesday 19th. Public Running                                          Sunday 1st.  Public Running 

Sunday 30th.  Public Running                                          Monday 9th.  Railway Working Group presentation 

Monday 31st.  Public Running                                          Monday 16th.  Committee Meeting 

 

September                                                                                  December 

Friday 4th.  Visitors Rally                                             Saturday 5th.  Santa Specials 

Saturday 5th.  Visitors Rally                                             Sunday 6th.  Santa Specials 

Sunday 6th.  Public Running                                          Monday 14th.  Quiz Night 

Monday 14th.  Bring along something interesting 

Sunday 20th.  Club Running 

Monday 21st.  Committee Meeting 

Sunday 27th.  Public Running 

 

MONDAY NIGHT MEETINGS 

 

August 

 

No meeting is scheduled for August as the second Monday comes immediately after the Club Running and Barbeque weekend. 

 

September. 14th. 
 

The meeting on the 14th is an activity evening titled "Bring along something interesting". This event last year was judged to be 

one of the best that year. Hence the repeat. So have a rummage around the workshop etc. and bring "something else interesting". 

 

October 12th. 

  

Robin Webb our guest speaker for the evening will be talking about the restoration of Cromer Windmill (Cromer near Steve-

nage). He will be giving us an insight into the work of Mill Wrights and the work involved in the restoration of the only working 

Windmill in Hertfordshire. 

Robin has been our guest speaker on a previous occasion when he described  the use of wind tunnels in aircraft design. 

John Parmenter 

 

TRAVEL PASSES FOR MEMBERS’ FAMILIES 

 

We are shortly to introduce travel passes for use by members’ families, or in-

deed members not “in uniform”, on public running days. This will remove the 

need to drain our stock of tickets whilst still making it apparent to both the oper-

ating staff and the paying public that an individual is entitled to ride the train. 

 

The passes will be issued from the signal box, one per travelling family mem-

ber, and must be shown to train guards/ticket collectors as would be a normal 

ticket. They are numbered and must be signed out by the member before family 

passengers enter the platform. The member is responsible for the safe keeping of 

the passes issued until they are signed back in (before the member leaves the 

site) – failure so to do will incur the wrath of the Railway Gods! 

 

FAMILY  MEMBER 

         

   TRAVEL PASS 
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BEDFORD MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETY 

2015 VISITOR RALLY 

Members’ Booking Form 
 

Rally Dates are Friday 4th to Sunday 6th September. 

 

The Booking Form  must be returned no later than 31st. July.  Further copies may be obtained from Mat & Gilly Rainer, our sec-

retary or the editor.  A copy was with the last issue of the Coupling. 

 
Mat & Gilly Rainer, 15 Chaucer Road,Bletchley,Milton Keynes. MK3 5AH    

Tel: 01908 366198 (ans.) email: mkrainers@btinternet.com 

Please advise if you wish to camp on site as soon as possible, as places are limited .  

 
EDITOR COMMENT 

 
Organisation  of this event takes a great deal of time and an early response from members makes the task much easier.  Please 

respond as soon as possible of your intention to attend. 

 
The Rally is a very pleasant social event and is a chance to meet people from other clubs and hear about their experiences.  It is 

proposed to have a film show on Friday evening and on Saturday we will enjoy our traditional dinner.  Friends and family of 

members are very welcome to join us on both evenings. Better than sitting in front of the television so book in, and come along 

and enjoy the Rally. 

Tony Bullock 
STATION BUFFET 

 

The Station Buffet provides refreshments to our visitors on public running days.  It also makes a valuable contribu-

tion to the finances of  the club.  Due to its success it is becoming increasingly difficult to get sufficient staff to run it.  

Help is urgently required to maintain service.  Anyone who can spare an hour or two on running days will be most 

welcome.  An hour to allow staff to have a short break during the day would help.  Call by for a chat and see if it is 

OK for you.  You may even enjoy yourself.  Thank you. 

Tony Bullock 

 
USEFUL TO KNOW—CLUB MATTERS 

 

BMES WEB SITE 

www.bedfordmes.co.uk 

Website—Alan Beard—Contact details on inside front cover 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Held on the third Monday of the month in the Clubhouse. 

CLUB MEETINGS 

Held on second Monday of the month—check in The Coupling. 

WORKING PARTIES 

Wednesdays from 10am.  Workshop and Library open. 

Sundays from 9.30am—check if aiming to attend. 

‘The COUPLING’ PUBLICATION DATES 

Next copy deadline is 17th. September 2015 please! 

SOCIETY SALES 

The following items ate available in the Clubhouse 

Toys, Drivers’ Hats etc.  

BMES Fridge Magnets—BR Totem design  

 

Books—Still Steaming, Little Puffers and Tiny Trains 

mailto:mkrainers@btinternet.com
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 
 

Say one for me!                                                                                                                                   Springfield under construction 

 

 

 

The Station canopy in its previous life                                                                                                 Supports awaiting the canopy 

 

Poppies at Hammer Hill                                                                                                                                            Guardian Gnome 
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