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EDITORIAL 
 

The season is now well under way with work being carried out in many specific areas and the site in general.  All this very much 

relies on the weather and so far we have been fairly lucky.  Only a few hours lost due to rain.  There are plenty of things coming 

up in our programme for you to enjoy and take part in.  The Small Loco Rally is on 12th. July and is the ideal time to enjoy your 

locos together with any other people that you know who would like to use our track facilities for this size.  Also our Visitor 

Weekend is being arranged so please get your bookings in early to assist with the planning. 

 

I must mention the Two Peters with their ‘Marbleous’ Machine which kept our young visitors amused on the last running day 

whilst their parents enjoyed the facilities offered by our buffet.  This display of working models continues to delight children and 

adults alike. 

 

So there is much going on at your club and it is hoped that as many of you as possible will come and join in with the activit ies.  I 

look forward to seeing you at Haynes over the coming months.  

Tony Bullock 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 

This is my first contribution as chairman and hopefully will be followed by many more.  I was very pleased to be made chairman 

and to be able to repay the club for the pleasure it has afforded me over the years. 
 

Many improvements have taken place since the AGM and many are on going, so in no particular order here they are.  The garage 

has been reclaimed from the brambles (no blackberries this year!!) and a new roof fitted.  With the old crew room being disman-

tled at some stage it is important that we have a dry storage area.  Work on the new crew room is well advanced with the win-

dows coming on site very shortly.  That too will be weather tight with just the internal fitting out to do.  The large bush by the 

Summerfields station exit has been removed and the resulting area will be gravelled over to create a low maintenance area.               
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All the lines on station edges and steps have been refreshed.  There has been a lot of track work carried out of which more else-

where.  The station buildings at Winterfield have a had a make over and look very tidy.  Also at Winterfield signals have been 

installed on the ground level and raised track and the planting carried out over the winter has already shown very pleasing results 

and will improve as it matures.  I am amazed at how much gets done by relatively few people for which the club should be very 

grateful. 

 

I do not like raising this but we are reviewing our Health and Safety Policy following a couple of incidents on other miniature 

railways.  We have not had any major problems and I would like it stay that way.  H&S is everyone’s responsibility and must be 

to the fore at all times, but especially when the public are on site.  The running days to date have by and large been very success-

ful, only May Bank Holiday Sunday was affected by weather but was by no means a washout.  The club organises two regular 

events for members, the evening meetings and club running days and it has to be said that attendance at both can be disappoint-

ing.  Any constructive comments that you feel could improve either are always welcome.  On a similar point, there will be no 

traction engine rally this year due to a lack of someone to organise it.  This has in the past been a popular event and it will be 

shame to lose it.  I will leave you now to read the rest of the Coupling.  Me, I am off to the workshop to see what progress I can 

make to the latest project. 

Martin Cusden 

GEORGE SMITHSON 

(Uncle Wainwright) 

 

On a Wednesday in April the gang gathered to wish George ‘A Very Happy 90th. Birthday’.  He was accompanied by some of 

his family as Chairman Martin presented him with a cake and gave him best wishes from the club.  Individual members then 

passed on their own best wishes whilst enjoying a slice of cake and a coffee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING NEWS 

March 

Andy has reconsidered and withdrawn his resignation.  This was accepted at the AGM but there was some concern that this 

breached Bye-law 3.3.   

Membership currently stands at 122.  This includes 19 family members and just 3 junior members. 

The fencing at Haynes End is being ‘creosoted’.  Water wastage from a faulty tap in the Ladies toilet has been reported to the 

Estates as has a faulty light switch in the Gents. 

Following a report of substantial damage to the railway at the Fancott Arms there was some concern that BMES could suffer 

similarly.  Peter said that the risk was much less as items of value are not concentrated together but widely spread over the site.  

Members will be asked to make sure that when locking the loco shed there are no batteries left on charge.  Insurance is currently 

arranged with Sun Alliance through Walker Midgeley with renewal due at the end of the month.  He will approach Sun Alliance 

directly in the hope of a cheaper premium. 

There is no plan to increase catering prices unless the committee wish otherwise.  An Easter Sale to sell off some older stock of 

toys is a possibility.  Having been donated some books and DVD's for the club these may be included in the sale with remaining 

items disposed of. 

Terry suggested that 2 items, Maintenance and Development (or similar), should replace the RSC item on future agendas.  He 

reported that David.C and Chris.C are doing an excellent job at Winterfield. 

The meeting agreed that an Experience Day will be organised on 14th June (a club running day) and Peter will arrange advertis-

ing.  Advance booking will be necessary. 

There is considerable water ingress at the station end of the Clubhouse and a thorough examination will take place. 



4 

John P suggested that visiting speakers at Monday meetings should be offered a fee of £60. 

Brian reported on progress with work on the up main track.  The track North of the crossing appears to be in good order but he 

suspects that closer examination will reveal rotting sleepers. 

Mowing of large areas is no problem but help is needed for the small areas using the hand mowers. 

 

April 

Andy has decided to withdraw from the committee so there is currently no vice-chairman. 

Risk Assessments have been made and no area of substantial risk was identified.  All areas of potential risk such as locomotives 

and rolling stock, track and buildings should be checked regularly and a record maintained.  The track needs to be divided into 

sections so that the location of any problem can be easily found for repair.  Points are already numbered for this purpose.  Brian 

would like an inspection team to regularly look at the track but not necessarily do the work themselves.  Rolling stock belonging 

to members remains their responsibility.   

Repair work to Winterfield guttering is in progress and the capacity for water capture has been increased. 

Gordon has been asked to concentrate his efforts on the exterior of the new crew room with emphasis on installing and painting 

the windows and doors to present a better picture to the public.  The roadway is in good condition but with some MOT in need of 

compacting.  The length alongside the containers needs attention. 

Incorrect coupling between carriages is suggested as a possible reason for recent derailments.  Loading of trains by station staff 

needs improvement.  There must be a designated Operations Manager on public running days. 

Brian stressed the need to spend money on maintaining and improving the track with emphasis on the up main.  Rotting sleepers 

are being replaced by iroco ones with plastic as a slightly cheaper alternative.  The cost for the necessary work is not inconsider-

able. 

There was lengthy discussion regarding the new signalling at Winterfield and Gordon will be asked to demonstrate it.  Peter 

stated that it would not be used during public running until totally proven and installed. 

There were five forms returned for the experience day, three adults and five children aged between 10 and 13, who would take 

on the various aspects of the day and exactly what they would be will be agreed at the next meeting. 

There has been no response from Southill regarding the new toilet block.   

The area of concern regarding the boundary lines at Winterfield has been looked at and the bush concerned has been cut back.  It 

was felt that further cutting back should be carried out and boundary stakes put in to protect the track at that point. 

Mark L will be asked to undertake the Halloween running as it was his suggestion. 

There were no volunteers to organise the traction engine rally so it will be scrapped. 

Terry has been in touch with a sign company and hopes to have sight of the proof for the major site plan proposed for the station 

area.  There is also a requirement for further signage at Winterfield for the picnic area, ticket office and raised track. 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY – RISK ASSESSMENT 

Please read this article as it affects everyone who helps in anyway at the Club Site. 

 

Two incidents on other railways over the past month have focused my mind as H&S person for the Society and also the Commit-

tee in general as how would we have fared if the incidents had happened at Haynes. 

The first was the disastrous fire at the Fancott Railway near Toddington where all of the stock was destroyed, unfortunately for 

the owners the stock was stored in a wooden building close to where the fire started.  At Haynes our stock is located in different 

locations and the building where the majority of the principal items are kept is metal with little source for fires to start.   A battery 

fire did occur in the engine shed some time ago and that resulted in the outside charging cabinet being built.  Even so I, along 

with John Parmenter, will review all fire risk assessments in the near future. 

The second was the derailment at Easter of a train on a miniature railway at Watford where it was reported that children were 

trapped although it may not have been quite that serious.  With mobile phones, U Tube and Facebook the information soon 

reached the general public and owners have reported the incident to the Health & Safety Executive who may wish to investigate 

the incident.   If they do investigate they will try to establish the cause and then check the paperwork to understand if all the cor-

rect procedures have been followed.  This would highlight ways the procedures could be improved and worse if any criminal 

action should be taken against the owners or individuals.  I cannot comment on the cause or procedures at Watford but we must 

work hard to ensure that, if an incident was to happen on our railway, we can show, on paper/computer, that our maintenance 

specifications and recording procedures are complete and up to date.  It is critical that all work undertaken, no matter how trivial, 

on the rolling stock, track and signals plus any other works within two metres of the running edge must be recorded.  There must 

a check of the paperwork of all members’ locos and coaches that are used to carry fare paying passengers before each time they 

are used.  Also only competent members must carry out operating duties and all operating staff must receive a briefing before 

they commence their duties on public running days.  All this must be documented and also applies to the miniature traction en-

gines. 

The Committee and I have a great deal of paperwork to set up but we ask all members from now if they undertake any mainte-

nance work to ask themselves the following questions; 
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Do I feel confident to undertake the work, do I have a maintenance specification for the work, do I have the right tools and parts 

and finally after the work is completed does the work need to be checked and have I recorded what I have done.  If the answer to 

any of the questions is no or you do not know find out from someone who does know.  There will be a manual with all specifica-

tions, tick sheets etc for all aspects of the railway operation once the Committee and I have completed the work and that will be 

subject to an on-site briefing. 

Please remember that Safety of our passengers is ALL our responsibility; a serious accident could close the railway down to the 

public running. 

If you wish to report a safety concern confidentially then please e-mail me on petechapman7@btinternet.com  
Peter Chapman 

 

CLUB RUNNING DAY – JUNE 14th 

The Committee are acutely aware that the average age of the members is increasing each year due to lack of youngsters joining 

so in an effort to reverse the trend an Experience Day has been advertised for the Club running day on June 14 th.  I am pleased to 

report that 7 adults and 5 children have registered an interest in attending. 

It is intended to show these people all that goes into making the BMES and the miniature railway tick from the workings of the 

locomotives and rolling stock through track building, installation and signalling to general aspects of engineering and the social 

side of the Society. 

The support for the Club Running Days has slowly increased this year and it is hoped that as many members as possible can 

make the 14th June so they can help by running their locomotives and traction engines as well as imparting their considerable 

knowledge to these prospective members and possible young engineers.  

Peter Chapman 

UPDATE ON THE MAIN LINE RENOVATION PROJECT 

A couple of months have passed since my last literary masterpiece (sic.), so I thought it appropriate to update everyone on pro-

gress. 

The track panels installed in lower reaches of the up and down lines were successfully ballasted and fettled in time for the first 

public running at Easter.  Since that time we have removed the old points 52 and 53 at Hammer Hill and installed their replace-

ments, constructed during Point School.  Feedback tells us that these are providing superb running, so ‘well done’ to all those 

involved.  In a slight change to the original intention, much of the worn rail has been re-installed as the 5” on the down main.  On 

the lower section near Haynes End there is now a 5” rail on both the up and down lines  (approx 63 and 45 metres respectively) 

but not yet accessible from the rest of the system.  However, with the installation of point 52 mentioned earlier, there is another 

33 metres of 5” rail which is actually connected to the 5” network at Hammer Hill – but please don’t attempt to run on it as you 

will fall off the end! 

Looking ahead, the club has now purchased a quantity of new rail, sufficient to replace all plain track on the up-line from Rook-

tree through Badgers Holt as far as the bridge, with a smaller amount earmarked for more new points etc.  We now have all ma-

terials to hand to build and replace the remaining 5+ panels up to Rooktree, plus building replacements for points 50 and 54.  To 

complete the rebuild of the up-line (plain track, to the bridge) we still have to buy just short of 600 more sleepers and a supply of 

new ballast.  To that end let us hope for a good income this year. 

You can imagine that we have already made a significant financial investment in the railway this year, and will need to do simi-

larly next year and beyond if we are to maintain the entire system to an acceptable level.  But, (and here it comes again!) it’s not 

just about finding the money, we all need to contribute to making this happen over the coming weeks and months.  So, will all 

those out there who fancy a bit (more) of track or point building please form an orderly queue……………. 

Brian Walton 

mailto:petechapman7@btinternet.com
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CLUB EVENTS 
 

May 
Sunday 24th.  Spring Holiday Public Running 

Monday 25th.  Spring Holiday Public Running 

 

June 

Sunday 7th.  Public Running 

Monday 8th.  Short Talk Evening 

Sunday 14th.  Club Running Experience Day—Peter Chapman 

Monday 15th.  Committee Meeting 

Sunday 21st.  Public Running 

 

July 

Sunday 5th.  Public Running 

Sunday 12th.  Small Loco Rally—Huw Williams 

Monday 13th.  Pop Bottle Challenge—John Parmenter 

Sunday 19th.  Public Running 

Sunday 26th.  Club Running 

Monday 27th.  Committee Meeting 

 

August 

Wednesday 5th. Public Running 

Sunday 9th . Club Running and Barbecue 

Wednesday 12th. Public Running 

Monday 17th.  Committee Meeting 

Wednesday 19th. Public Running 

Sunday 30th.  Public Running 

Monday 31st.  Public Running 

 

MONDAY NIGHT MEETINGS 

8th June  Will be a "short talks evening” each lasting for about 20 minutes.. This event was originally planned for July   

The subjects will be :-  

 

Building an Astronomical Telescope given by Chris Cornell. 

  

A brief history of wartime operation PLUTO described as an outstanding feat of engineering. John Parmenter.  

 

“What do artificial limbs and Formula 1 cars have in common” by John Scott. MONDAY NIGHT MEETINGS (Continued) 

 

13th July.         Billed as a Natter Night.  However it has been decided to stage a rerun of the  

“POP BOTTLE CHALLENGE”   

This was originally run some years ago as seen in a video shown earlier this year.  Two of the original contestants  have agreed 

to do a rerun and challenge “all comers”.  

 

What's needed is a platform mounted on wheels to run on the 71/4 rails.  On the platform is a 2ltr. plastic pop bottle pressurised 

to 100 PSI. and a means of transmitting energy to the wheels.  

The winning vehicle will be the one that goes the furthest up the hill from Haynes End station.  

How the contestants use the energy in the compressed air is up to them.  Maybe a small, very simple oscillating engine (plans on 

the internet) or a ram jet with water injection etc.  The bottle is pressurised via a car tyre valve mounted on a manifold attached 

to the screw cap.  On the same manifold is a tap and pipe leading to the means of propulsion.  

REMEMBER TO WEAR EYE PROTECTION.  

 

August  No meeting this month.  The September meeting is billed as a “Bring something interesting” evening.  More news in the 

next issue of the newsletter.  
John Parmenter 

 

SMALL LOCO RALLY 

 

The society will be holding a Small Loco Day on Sunday 12th July, at Hammer Hill between 11am and 4:30pm.  All the lines at 

Hammer Hill will be available 

The Garden Line,  both 32 & 45mm 

The Raised Track, 2½ , 3½ & 5 inch 

The Ground Level lines, 5 & 7¼ inch 
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For 7¼”, a small loco is one less than three feet long not including the tender. 

 

Unloading at Hammer Hill with visitor parking at Haynes End and there will be a train service to take people up to Hammer Hill. 

As this is a society event there will no Public Running. 

Tea and coffee will be available  

Details from Huw Williams 07901 561913 mailto:hwilliamsltg@gmail.com 

 

THANK YOU TO MEMBERS 

We would like to thank all of you who helped us to get the standard 2, 78030 back up and running and through her steam test.  It 

has been a long haul!  We had a successful Easter Sunday running and look forward to the rest of the season.  

 

Your help has been greatly appreciated.  

 

Best wishes  

 

Mat & Gilly 

 

BEDFORD MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETY 

2015 VISITOR RALLY 

Members Booking Form 
 

Rally Dates are Friday 4th to Sunday 6th September. 

 

The Booking Form should be with this issue of the Coupling and must be returned no later than 31st. July.  Further copies may 

be obtained from Mat & Gilly Rainer, our secretary or the editor. 

 
Mat & Gilly Rainer, 15 Chaucer Road,Bletchley,Milton Keynes. MK3 5AH    

Tel: 01908 366198 (ans.) email: mkrainers@btinternet.com 

Please advise if you wish to camp on site as soon as possible, as places are limited .  

 

EDITOR COMMENT 

 

Organisation  of this event takes a great deal of time and an early response from members makes the task much eas-

ier.  Please respond as soon as possible of your intention to attend. 

 

The Rally is a very pleasant social event and is a chance to meet people from other clubs and hear about their experi-

ences.  It is proposed to have a film show on Friday evening and on Saturday we will enjoy our traditional dinner.  

Friends and family of members are very welcome to join us on both evenings.  Better than sitting in front of the tele-

vision so book in, come along and enjoy the Rally. 

Tony Bullock 
 

CLUB RUNNING MAY 

 

On this occasion several members from the North London club joined us.  They bought along 5 or 6 locos and trucks which 

made more of them than us. 

 

 

Gordon Mead   

mailto:hwilliamsltg@gmail.com
mailto:mkrainers@btinternet.com
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WORKSHOP UPDATE 

 

A fresh tool has arrived. 

We now have a “Badger” Abrasive Gun and Compressor. 

Use with care and wear a protective mask. 

Remember—Aluminium Oxide cleans objects well and lungs! 

 

Bridgeport Mill 

For information on this machine contact : 

Andrew Weaving on 01234 218630 or 07743301931 

He has worked on this machine many times and he knows it backwards. He has said he will answer all your queries. 

 

Uncle Wainwright (aka George Smithson) 

 

ALLERGENS 

 

Recent legislation means that we have to have full details of all ingredients in food items we sell in the Station Buffet that can 

cause an allergic reaction in some people.  A list will be kept in the buffet for customers to see if required.  Products purchased 

for sale in wrapping have these details on the pack.  

To all those kind people who make cakes, etc. at home and give to us to sell please include a list of ingredients with them.  The 

recipe is not required.  The club really appreciates these donations and trusts that you will not be put off by this added task.  

Thank you. 

Tony Bullock 

 

USEFUL TO KNOW—CLUB MATTERS 

 

BMES WEB SITE 

www.bedfordmes.co.uk 

Website—Alan Beard—Contact details on inside front cover 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Held on the third Monday of the month in the Clubhouse. 

CLUB MEETINGS 

Held on second Monday of the month—check in The Coupling. 

WORKING PARTIES 

Wednesdays from 10am.  Workshop and Library open. 

Sundays from 9.30am—check if aiming to attend. 

‘The COUPLING’ PUBLICATION DATES 

Next copy deadline is 15th. July please! 

 

SOCIETY SALES 

The following items are available in the Clubhouse 

Toys, Drivers’ Hats etc.  

BMES Fridge Magnets—BR Totem design  

 

Books—Still Steaming, Little Puffers and Tiny Trains 

 

Club Clothing available to order—contact Tony Bullock 01494 439098 
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A POEM THAT SOME CAN RELATE TO 

(the age of remembrance must be 60 plus!!!!!!!!!! ) 

 

I remember the cheese of my childhood, 

And the bread that we cut with a knife, 

When the children helped with the housework, 

And the men went to work not the wife. 

 

The cheese never needed a fridge, 

And the bread was so crusty and hot  

The children were seldom unhappy 

And the wife was content with her lot. 

 

I remember the milk from the bottle, 

With the yummy cream on the top, 

Our dinner came hot from the oven, 

And not from the fridge in the shop. 

 

The kids were a lot more contented, 

They didn't need money for kicks, 

Just a game with their mates in the road, 

And sometimes the Saturday flicks. 

 

I remember the shop on the corner, 

Where a pen'orth of sweets was sold 

Do you think I'm a bit too nostalgic? 

Or is it...I'm just getting old? 

 

I remember the 'loo' was the lav 

And the bogey man came in the night, 

It wasn't the least bit funny 

Going "out back" with no light. 

 

The interesting items we perused 

From the newspapers cut into squares, 

And hung on a peg in the loo, 

It took little to keep us amused. 

 

The clothes were boiled in the copper 

With plenty of rich foamy suds 

But the ironing seemed never ending 

As Mum pressed everyone's 'duds'. 

 

I remember the slap on my backside, 

And the taste of soap if I swore 

Anorexia and diets weren't heard of 

And we hadn't much choice what we wore. 
 

Do you think that bruised our ego? 

Or our initiative was destroyed? 

We ate what was put on the table 

And I think life was better enjoyed. 
 

ANON  

 

 

The ‘Marbleous Machine’ 

The demonstration goods. 

Dick Billington 

Dick Billington 
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