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EDITORIAL 

 

The 2014 season ended in fine form with excellent results from the Santa Specials and a great fun evening at the Christmas Quiz 

hosted by Richard Shepherd.  Probably the biggest entertainment for our passengers and crew was on one of the Santa trains.  

Our driver, Derek, was so excited to get his train up to the grotto that he headed out of Haynes End with some alacrity.  It was 

not until he reached Badgers Holt that with a glance behind him he realised that his loco had not been connected to the train.  

Much hilarity ensued before a quick reverse and everything returned to order.  Thanks for the good laugh Derek. 

 

Building the new crew room continues with the outer shell almost completed and by the time this issue reaches you the roof pan-

els should have arrived for fitting to commence.  Not sure when all will be completed but the days of the old crew room/caravan 

are surely numbered.  Work is being carried out on signalling the Summerfield/Springfield junctions at Hammer Hill.  Not only 

is this a safety feature but the general public like to see signals operating properly as they explain them to their children.  Plans to 

replace the 5" gauge rails back down from Hammer Hill to Haynes End are proceeding well.  Building of points to the agreed 

standard will be organised and a quantity of rail has been obtained ready to make a start on track building.  Discussions continue 

on whether there is any benefit in replacing the up main from Haynes End with steel rail to assist in adhesion in damp condit ions.  

Mixing steel and aluminium rail can cause problems so if any of our readers have proven experience of this your input would be 

greatly appreciated.  Contact any committee member or even write to the Editor of The Coupling with your thoughts.  Said Editor 

would be delighted to receive a missive for publication so he would know that someone read the publication and would also have 

one less space to fill. 

 

So we head into 2015 in good shape.  By now any New Year resolutions have been made, broken and forgotten and we look for-

ward to lighter evenings, longer days and hopefully higher temperatures.  Challenges known and unknown will no doubt effect 

us in the coming months but good communication and discussion will see them met. 

 

Best wishes to all members and their families for 2015 and I hope to see as many of you as possible at our AGM and at the club 

throughout the year. 

Tony Bullock 
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COMMITTEE MEETING NEWS 

November meeting 

 

Brian Walton was co-opted to the committee. 

Sleepers and rail for necessary maintenance have been purchased. 

A meeting has been held at which the Big Plan progress was reviewed.  Among items considered were the new crew room and 

worn track.  As parts are replaced it is the intention to have standardisation especially with points.   

The committee is divided on whether aluminium or steel is the better material for the rail particularly on the climb out of Haynes 

End station.  An attempt will be made to canvas the views of members and also those of other railways.   

Gordon gave a brief review of work on the new crew room.   

Stuart is making an excellent job of strimming and has volunteered to undertake all weedkilling across the site.  Arrangements 

for the grotto and associated work are ready.  A large quantity of artificial grass has been donated and will be tested soonest. 

It is planned to offer a snack buffet at the Christmas Quiz similar to previous years together with tea and coffee. 

The balance sheet is healthy with room for manoeuvre.   

A pamphlet on Allergens from the Food Standards Agency gives advice on the new regulations which come into effect on 13 th 

December.  The regulations could have a significant effect on buffet operations. 

Work continues on the hopper wagon and trout. 

Martin will undertake insertion of items in the press bringing attention to our existence. 

Brian reported that necessary repairs to the roadway have not been forgotten. 

Santa Specials bookings are similar to last year with income to be about the same.  There are as usual more adults than children 

but slightly less than previously.  The costs of supplies are slightly higher particularly for some presents.  Wrapping of presents 

will take place from 10:30 on Sunday 30th. November.  The buffet will need decorating and any help will be appreciated and the 

decorations/trees need to be found.  All trains are booked and will run every 15 minutes 10:00 - 12:30 and 1:00 - 3:30 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Please note that subscriptions for 2015 became due on 1st January, therefore for any member who has not yet 
renewed the six week period of grace is fast running out.  
If your renewal has not been made by Thursday 12th February your membership will have lapsed and you will not 
be entitled to attend or vote at the AGM.  

The rates remain the same as 2014. 
Adult member £32, Junior member £10, Family member £7.  
Payments should go to the Membership Secretary, Alan Beard and not to the Treasurer.  An SAE to send your 
membership card will be appreciated.  
Payment may also be made by direct transfer from your account to BMES.  Account number 50157058, sort code 20-
05-74.  If you use this method please tell me by emailing to alan.beard1916@btinternet.com so that I know to send 
you your membership card.  This is the preferred method of payment.  

Alan Beard 

GROUNDS UPKEEP 

 

Due to the onset of winter and the state of the main field please be advised that it will remain closed until early March.  If anyone 

has to cross the field please drive very slowly.  This will give the field a good chance to recover and be ready for the 2015 

season. 

 

Access to the new crew room and station platform area is to be gained by passing round the back of the containers and coming on 

to the field by the entrance adjacent to the signal box. 

Shaun O’Hare—Mower Man 
 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 

Thank you all so much for a lovely time on the Santa Express.  May we wish you all a happy and successful 2015.  See you next 
year. 

Hazel & Ian Donald and family 
 

Thank you all for another lovely grotto visit—we love it. 
Thank you all for all your hard work. 

All the Ruff-Peace Family. 
 

BEST WISHES 

 

The club sends best wishes to those members who are currently unwell.  We wish you all a speedy recovery and look forward to 

seeing you at Haynes again soon..   
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BOILER TESTING   2015 

 

The two boiler testing mornings scheduled for this year are; 

Traction Engines     Sunday 8th March 

Locomotives  Sunday  22nd March 

We will be on site from around 9 am and testing will start around 9.30 am.  This is to give the testers time to get organised before 

we start testing.  Testing will continue until all have been “done”???   Testing will probably finish around 1 pm. so that we all 

can get home in reasonable time.  Latest time of arrival on site for a test is 11.30 am.  Please bring all existing paperwork relating 

to the boiler with you. 

Please book in with Dick on 01525 750 914 to let us know that you are coming, especially if you have any queries. 

Traction engines, please park on the hard standing ensuring that you leave sufficient parking for Secondhand Alley’s customers.  

Paperwork will be completed in the Clubhouse. 

Testing of locomotives will take place on the Summerfield steaming bay for 7¼ locos and the Winterfield steaming bay for 3½ 

and 5 inch locos.  All paperwork will be completed in the Clubhouse.  

Note: Weather can be unpredictable during March so if there is a cold period and the forecast is that the daytime temperature 

will not rise above 5 degrees centigrade testing will NOT take place.  If this is the case, before attending, please check with Dick.  

This is for two reasons; 

i) We are not allowed to test boilers below 7 degrees centigrade ( green book restriction, page 16 para 10.4 b ) and  

ii) 70% ???? of your boiler inspectors are above 65 and dislike intensely getting soaked with cold water and frozen.  

Hoping to see you on those dates but if for any reason you are unable to attend please contact Dick and alternative dates can be 

arranged.  Please do not just turn up on site on other days and expect to get a test.  We are very busy before the start of the public 

running season and may be unable to accommodate you.   We do not test on public running days except by agreement of the run-

ning day manager. 

Tests can be carried out on Wednesdays or some Sunday mornings throughout the season. 

Hoping to see you on the test days. 

Dick Billington 01525 750 914 

 

SANTA SPECIALS 2014 
 
On the weekend of 6th. and 7th. December families started to gather at Haynes to ride Summerfields Miniature Railway to Santa's 
Grotto.  Santa was reported to be in residence from 10am and steam was being raised at Haynes End in readiness for the first 
train departure.  With a blast on the whistle the first families with excited children were on their way.  On arrival at Hammer Hill two 
elves met the train and escorted the families in to see Santa in his den.  The children spoke to Santa whilst proud parents and 
grandparents took photographs.  Santa gave each child a present from his bulging sack as they left.  Following their visit everyone 
boarded the waiting train for the return to Haynes End where a drink and refreshments were waiting for them.  Trains departed in 
clouds of steam every 15 minutes throughout both days carrying more happy families to visit Santa.  As the trains returned the 
station buffet was soon full with people enjoying their refreshments whilst the children played with their new gifts.  Over the two 
days 44 trains carrying over 500 people in 100 families made the trip.  This year all trains were fully booked in early November 
and our passengers declared it to be very successful.   
 
As Santa left to continue his work elsewhere club members relaxed after a busy weekend and reflected on the pleasure they re-
ceived from watching families with happy children enjoying their visit. 

 
 

 

ANTA SPECIALS BY NUMBERS 

 

    2 Days of Trains     44 Timed Trains 

 

    224 Presents      4 Rolls Wrapping Paper 

 

    486 Separate present items    292 Adults 

 

    214 Children      26 litres Mulled Wine 

 

    240 Fairy Cakes     324 Mince Pies 

 

 

Many thanks to everybody who helped with the Santa Specials this year  
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CHRISTMAS QUIZ 

Well, well another Christmas club quiz or more correctly another Club quiz at Christmas has come and gone and judging by the 

comments received it went off well.  I particularly appreciated the sound equipment which lasted right until the last round an-

swers, thank you John.  

 

This was the first year too, in my memory at least, that there were no notices read prior to my starting the proceedings.  So sur-

prised at the DIY start that I completely forgot to reiterate my rules of the game.  I need not have worried we had the hard core 

quizzers in and they remembered them even down to ‘complaints to be written on the back of a first class stamp accompanied by 

a fifty pound note’. 

 

There was a great mix of teams in terms of size and names but it did not seem to make much difference as all the scores were 

close at the end with just thirteen points between highest and lowest scores over the six rounds.  

 

The teams this year were: 

Wainwright’s Posse with scores of 6-7-5-6-9-7 totalling 40 

Evening Stars with a strong showing of 9-9-8-9-6-7 = 48 

Joe Lyons [serving Ices] 7-9-6-8-6-8 = 44 

Counter Intelligence [Because they were sitting by the counter and my jokes are supposed to be bad] 4-8-6-11-7-9 = 45 

The Just Fitz [I think the space for their table was limited] 6-8-9-9-5-10 = 47 

Mangled Metal [refugees from a heavy Metal band I think] 7-9-7-8-5-10 = 46 

Top Team who were aided and abetted by a sparkling young lady without whom they would have struggled I’m sure, finally 

scoring 6-8-10-11-9-9 = 53 

 

After the first four rounds we broke for party food, a little beverage and the raffle.  In the event it fell to me to call the numbers 

which I managed with few hiccups only getting one number upside down and failing to pull out one of my own tickets.  George’s 

table bought most of the tickets to swell club coffers [the amount they spent probably bought several of gallons of petrol for the 

mower] and consequently were asking for the ticket to be called again as they had won several already.  Good on you on both 

counts. 

 

Following the final round and with the scores added we had a winning team.  Being a non leap year  and ending in a 4 it meant 

that the tables were reversed as per sub section 46 para ‘My rules’ meaning that George was triumphant in this year’s quiz.  

 

Happy New Year to one and all             Richard 

 

 

CLUB RUNNING 

 

In the past certain days have been given over at the club for club running.  These were for club members to have use of the track 

and other facilities without the public being on site and, from what I have been told, these were very successful.  As of late they 

have been rather disappointing to the extent that on one occasion nobody turned up with the intention of running a loco or any-

thing else come to that. 

In the current programme for 2015 six days have been allocated for club running.  They are 12th. April, 10th. May, 14th. June, 

26th. July, 20th. September and 18th. October. 

What we are hoping for is that members will turn up with a loco or even a traction engine and join in with some enjoyable run-

ning and good humoured banter. We would also hope that family members and friends would join us and perhaps become more 

involved with the club.  It would be an ideal opportunity for interested parties to learn to drive a loco under supervision. 

There will be no official catering on these days but the facilities of the Clubhouse will be available.  It is hoped that attendees 

would bring picnics or make use of the club barbecue. 

The first day is only a few months away, so if you have a loco under the bench that needs a run, bring it along.  Boiler testing 

days in March are already in place. 

 

Hopefully we will see you there.            Martin Cusden 

 

 

BEDFORD MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETY 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

MONDAY  9TH. MARCH 

 

CLUBHOUSE 

 

7:30PM 

Tea, coffee and biscuits will be available 



6 

ENGINEERING & SCIENCE CONVERSION CHART 

(Reproduced from St. Albans DMES Gazette with permission from their Editor) 

 

This table was researched by a St. Albans member who assures that it conforms with the requirements of European Directive 

123/04EC.  Failure to use the system will result in fines similar to those for trading in avoirdupois units.  Pounds to you!  

Gordon Mead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A SCOTTISH CHRISTMAS LAMENT 

Dae ye mind o Christmas lang ago 

When we were only wee 

There wurnae phones nur laptops 

In the presents ‘neath the tree 

We were happy wi a jigsaw 

An annual or a game 

A dolly for the lassies 

An fur the lads a train 

An then if you were lucky 

A big selection box 

Then sometimes nae so lucky 

                                        Yer Canny’s knitted socks.                              Anon 

 

 

CLUB EVENTS 

 

February 

Monday 9th.  Bring and Buy    Monday 16th.  Committee Meeting 

 

March 

Sunday  8th  Boiler Testing—Traction Engines  Monday 9th.  AGM 

Monday 16th.  Committee Meeting    Sunday 22nd.  Boiler Testing—Locomotives 

 

April 

Sunday 5th.  Easter Public Running   Monday 6th.  Easter Public Running 

Monday 13th.  Hybrid Air Vehicles—Guest Speaker Sunday  19th.  Public Running 

Monday 20th.  Committee Meeting 

 

Did you know? 

That if you covered the whole of Wales with Wind Farms they would only produce 1/6th of the country’s power needs? 

 

 

1,000,000,000,000 Microphones = 1 Megaphone 100 rations = 1 C-ration 

1,000,000 bicycles = 2 Megacycles 10 millipedes = 1 Centipede 

500 millinaries = 1 Seminary 3 1/3 tridents = 1 Decadent 

2,000 mockingbirds = 2 Kilomockingbirds 5 holocausts = 1 Pentacost 

10 cards = 1 Decacards 10 monologs = 5 Dialogues 

1/2 lavatory = 1 Demijohn 5 dialogues = 1 Decalogue 

0.000001 fish = 1 Microfiche 2 monograms = 1 Diagram 

453.6 graham crackers = 1 Pound Cake 8 nickels = 2 Paradigms 

1,000,000,000,000 pins = 1 Terrapin 2 snake eyes = 1 Paradise 

1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 =picolos = 1 Gigalo 2 wharves = 1 Paradox   

10 rations =1 Decoration  
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

N otice is hereby given that the 15th Annual General Meeting of the Society will be held at the Club-

house, on Monday 9th March 2015 commencing at 19:30.  

 

Nominations for any Committee position, together with the consent of the nominee and details of a sec-

onder must be forwarded to the Honorary Secretary in writing to arrive not less than 28 days prior to the 

meeting and any proposals for changes to the rules or working practices of the society should be forwarded 

to the Honorary Secretary to arrive not less than 28 days prior to the meeting in order that such may be cir-

culated in writing to members at least 21 days before the meeting. 

N.B. Nominations and proposals cannot be taken from the floor of the meeting. 

 

We have the exceptional situation of a vacancy for Chairman with no member of the committee prepared to 

accept the role.  Bye-law 3.2 requires that an officer should have served a period of at least one year as a 

committee member, preferably but not exclusively for the year preceding candidacy.  Every effort will be 

made to resolve this issue prior to the AGM. 

 

If for some reason you are unable to attend the AGM, but still wish to have your vote recorded, a proxy 

voting form may be obtained by contacting the Honorary Secretary.  Any nominations, or motions which 

will require a vote will be circulated and all such nominations or motions will be clearly numbered, giving 

members taking advantage of the Proxy Vote the chance to record their decision on such matters.  Proxy 

forms should be returned to the Secretary as soon as possible.   

 
MONDAY NIGHT MEETINGS 

 

The programme for the year has now been finalised.  In addition to some of the regular events we will be hosting three guest 

speakers in April, May and October.  The April speaker is from Hybrid Air Vehicles the company that is building Air Ships in 

No. 1 shed at Cardington (its sheds not hangers in Air Ship speak). In  May George Howes will return with another of his railway 

talks and in October Robin Webb will give a talk on the restoration of Cromer Windmill (Cromer near Stevenage ).  Robin gave 

us a talk in 2013 on the use on wind tunnels in aircraft design, an excellent speaker.  All meetings will start at 7.30. 

 

 9th February   Bring & Buy and natter night. 

 

 9th March                 AGM 

 

 13th April   Hybrid Air Vehicles. A talk by the Head of Flight Sciences. 

 

John Parmenter. 

 

SMALL LOCO RALLY 

 

The society will be holding a Small Loco Day on Sunday 12th July, at Hammer Hill between 11am and 4:30pm.  All the lines at 

Hammer Hill will be available 

The Garden Line,  both 32 & 45mm 

The Raised Track, 2½ , 3½ & 5 inch 

The Ground Level lines, 5 & 7¼ inch 

 

For 7¼, a small loco is one less than three feet long not including the tender. 

 

Unloading at Hammer Hill with visitor parking at Haynes End and there will be a train service to take people up to Hammer Hill. 

As this is a society event there will no Public Running. 

Tea and coffee will be available  

Details from Huw Williams 07901 561913 mailto:hwilliamsltg@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:hwilliamsltg@gmail.com


8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNTAUGHT LAWS 

 

Law of Close Encounters - The probability of meeting someone you know increases dramatically when you are with 

someone you don't want to be seen with. 

Law of the Result - When you try to prove to someone that a machine won't work, it will. 

Law of Biomechanics - The severity of the itch is inversely proportional to the reach. 

Law of the Theatre & Sports Arenas - At any event, the people whose seats are furthest from the aisle, always ar-

rive last.  They are the ones who will leave their seats several times to go for food, beer, or the toilet and who leave 

early before the end of the performance or the game is over.  The folks in the aisle seats come early, never move 

once, have long gangly legs or big bellies and stay to the bitter end of the performance.  The aisle people also are 

very surly folk. 

The Coffee Law - As soon as you sit down to a cup of hot coffee, your boss will ask you to do something which will 

last until the coffee is cold. 

Murphy's Law of Lockers - If there are only 2 people in a locker room, they will have adjacent lockers. 

Law of Physical Surfaces - The chances of an open-faced jam sandwich landing face down on a floor, are directly 

correlated to the newness and cost of the carpet or rug.  

Law of Logical Argument - Anything is possible if you don't know what you are talking about. 

Oliver's Law of Public Speaking - A closed mouth gathers no feet. 

Wilson's Law of Commercial Marketing Strategy - As soon as you find a product that you really like, they will 

stop making it. 

Doctors' Law - If you don't feel well, make an appointment to go to the doctor, by the time you get there you'll feel 

better.  Don't make an appointment, and you'll stay sick.  

Malcolm Freestone 

 

 

 

Dick Billington 
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USEFUL TO KNOW—CLUB MATTERS 

 

BMES WEB SITE 

www.bedfordmes.co.uk 

Website—Alan Beard—Contact details on inside front cover 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Held on the third Monday of the month in the Clubhouse. 

CLUB MEETINGS 

Held on second Monday of the month—check in The Coupling. 

WORKING PARTIES 

Wednesdays from 10am.  Workshop and Library open.   Sundays from 9.30am—check if aiming to attend. 

‘The COUPLING’ PUBLICATION DATES 

Next copy deadline is 14th. January 2015 please! 

SOCIETY SALES 

The following items are available in the Clubhouse 

Toys, Drivers’ Hats etc.            BMES Fridge Magnets—BR Totem design  

 

Books—Still Steaming, Little Puffers and Tiny Trains 

 

Club Clothing available to order—contact Tony Bullock 01494 439098 

 

 

 

Waiting for the next Santa visitors 

 

 

 

                                   Judy Bullock 

      Santa and his helpers 

 

 

 

                   Judy Bullock 


