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EDITORIAL 
Here we are in Autumn and wondering where the last year has gone.  The last couple of months have been very busy but also 

very rewarding.  Mencap made their annual visit and they enjoyed themselves.  It is good to be able to offer something to those 

less fortunate than ourselves and makes one thankful for our own fortune.  We also ran on two Wednesdays during August for 

the school holidays.  Apart from the children many Grandparents also enjoyed their ride round our track.  Haynes pre-school also 

paid us a visit.  With public running and the Visitor Rally members were kept very busy.  Winterfield and Springfield have also 

been busy and the public all enjoyed stopping off for a ride on both tracks.  The picnic tables have proved useful and have been 

well used this year.  Another popular sight is the Garden Railway which has had many spectators on every running day.  How 

about doing more to this to make it even more enjoyable?  Any funds available Mr. Treasurer?  Our thoughts now turn to the last 

two running days this year, the Trains in Haynes event in the village and Santa Specials.  Members are asked to support Trains in 

Haynes and if you are able to offer help please contact Andy Warren.  Any member wishing to book Santa Specials for the fam-

ily should make contact as soon as possible.  Bookings are going well and Sunday afternoon is getting full.  Still plenty of space 

on Saturday afternoon and it sure beats going shopping. 

 

Our next issue will be just before Christmas and I will be looking for articles to include.  Maybe you could even use The Cou-

pling to send greetings to other members.  I am sure many of you have interesting stories to tell so get thinking and send me 

some words.  Best wishes to you all.  

 

Tony Bullock 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Editor, 

What a pity so few people turned up for the 21st Anniversary of Summerfields Miniature Railways on Sunday 10th August with 

Club Running and BBQ.  Perhaps it was because the announcement in The Coupling for July/August said ‘an invitation will be 

sent out shortly’ or the weather forecast promising the tail end of Hurricane Bertha put people off! 

Six couples braved the weather, BBQ was lit, lunch cooked under the station canopy and engines steamed up.  Black clouds 

rolled up and Oh boy did it rain!!  The sun came out and Phil and Gordon played trains. 

Martin and Jan produced a large home-made anniversary cake suitably decorated and fit for 200 members! We had two pieces 

each and it was delicious. 

So sorry you missed it. 

Anne of the Mead variety. 
. 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 

Well, we’re into the autumn season already having had a full spring and summer of events.  The weather this year has been 

reasonably good to us with minimal disruption to our activities although there were a few occasions when members and public 

took cover under the new station canopy, and how welcome was that? 

 

On the worst downpour of our running season we all acknowledged the need for the planned rear wall, as that is where most of 

the bad weather comes from!  On this particular day the wind was howling straight across the field and through the station, under 

the canopy!  When the rain came we were all huddled on the side of platform 1 as the rain was coming onto platform 2! 

  

We have had the Small Loco Rally, Traction Engine Rally and now just gone, the Visitor Rally.  Although primarily 7.25” gauge 

it is open to all and some do bring 5” locos and occasional road models.  Because of the way August Bank holiday fell this year, 

it meant our rally was actually held in August and not as it is mostly on the first weekend in September and it seemed reflected in 

the lower turnout than in recent years.  However the 2015 rally is booked for the weekend of 4th, 5th & 6th September.  As usual, 

at this rally, we have outside caterers to provide an evening meal on the Saturday and along with our own licensed bar it makes a 

jolly good evening.  As with all societies, though, it’s a shame how few members actually attend an extremely enjoyable and fun 

event.  If you’re a member that’s worried about booking and turning up and not knowing anyone, don’t worry the whole event is 

very relaxed and friendly and visitors and club members alike are always ready to make new people comfortable. 

 

Having mentioned the rallies above, without getting into the mire by missing someone out, I would like to thank all those 

members and friends who have helped to organise and run these activities, very often with little praise at the time, but without 

whom we would not have the varied activities that we do. 

 

Which brings me on to a sensitive issue of common respect for each other and the use of language and behaviour.  As in most 

societies we have those that do or at least try and we have those that don’t and complain about the ones that are doing!  There 

have been several examples with a very small minority of people who criticise aggressively without consideration of the impact 

of their onslaughts and can’t or don’t do anything to help.  If you can’t make polite, constructive comments to others then keep 

quiet!  The repercussions of a minority in de-motivating the people that do the work in the society is self destructing to the point 

that I have to say if you are one of these people do we really want you in our society? 

 

Looking forward now we have the Santa Specials, booking fast, and the last two running days this week and in October followed 

by our annual quiz night, which is always a night where knowing the answers doesn’t necessarily mean that your team wins! 

 

I look forward to seeing you at the club over the coming weeks. 

Alan Gildersleve 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING NEWS    

July Meeting 

 

The Railway Sub Committee has given no indication of when Charlaton will be ready to re-enter service.  There is a lack of new 

rail and sleepers available but no proposal to buy them.  Both need urgent review.  Discussion took place about the siting of the 

large signalling cabinet at present behind Hammer Hill station.  A position was agreed. 

A report from Tony Bullock was read to the Committee in which he requested purchasing small amounts of the low value gift 

items when post and package would be payable.  The Committee were in full agreement that he should do so. 

Gordon has made minor modifications to the proposed Springfield signalling unit.  The RSC is looking at the costs and possible 

ways of reducing them.  Item still very much work in progress. 

Discussion took place about the derailment of the locomotive Rodney on 22nd June and Alan G undertook to review the 

suitability of its use.Martin reported said some work had taken place on the farm track but some more MOT was required.  It was 

agreed that 10 tonnes will be ordered. 

A discussion took place on the pros and cons of trying to stage the 7¼” Gauge Society AGM.  The meeting decided that the 

Society was in no position to offer to hold the AGM in the near future and possibly never with the requirements of the 7¼” 

Society as they are now. 
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Andy agreed to be the point of contact for the Trains in Haynes event. 

Peter reported on a highly successful day which was enjoyed by all when Haynes Preschool visited.  A donation was received 

and it may become an annual event. 

Following the July talk given by a volunteer at the Leighton Buzzard NG railway a evening train trip may be possible in May or 

June next year.  

Following the success of last year MC agreed to organise the construction of the Grotto for the Santa Specials and the manning 

of the station during the two days.  Tony will arrange the bookings and presents.  Forms will be available end of August.  

August Meeting 

 

Alan B reported that the exterior of the Clubhouse had been revarnished.  The single door to the Clubhouse needs replacement.   

Peter reported that the accounts are close to being reconciled which will end the problems with Company House.  The meeting 

approved expenditure on sleepers, rail, signalling, battery charger and the crew room canopy. 

No report available from the RSC but it was noted that at least 3 points urgently require repair.  A report on the state of the track 

is needed as a matter of urgency.  Charlatan should be ready for service soon.   

Events programme 2015.  A month by month consideration of public running and other events was considered.  The programme 

is similar to the current year but with the omission of the invitation rally which it was agreed to miss out for a year.  An addi-

tional Wednesday running in August has been added.  A suggestion by Mark for public running to celebrate Hallowe’en was 

adopted.  The programme has yet to be finalised. 

The meeting approved making an application to join Britain’s Great Little Railways group.   
Alan B was concerned that a large heap of rubble, mainly from the boating pool, was being deposited on land not covered by the 
lease.  The meeting agreed that it would be removed asap  

 
 
 

Visitor Rally preparing for public running 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alan Gildersleve 

 

 

 

 

VISITOR RALLY 2014 

 

Preparations for this event started some months ago when invitations were sent to other clubs and prospective visitors.  On the 

preceding week the site was checked then Mark Leeson and Tom Fuller spent the week checking and improving the track where 

necessary.  Our caravanning members arrived on the Wednesday to carry on with the preparations and mark out the field for visi-

tors caravans, tents, etc.  The first visitors arrived on Thursday and locomotives were unloaded ready for running.  Friday saw 

more arrivals and steam being raised on the steaming bays.  This was an occasion for long discussions about the many aspects of 

our hobby punctuated with copious quantities of tea and coffee. 

 

On Friday evening our members and visitors gathered in the clubhouse for a social get together and further discussions.  As dusk 

arrived everyone enjoyed a film show featuring the Titfield Thunderbolt.  As a copy of The Iron Maiden was also available this 

was also shown by popular demand. 

 

Saturday morning started with breakfast of bacon and egg baps cooked by our chairman with coffee and tea served from the buf-

fet.  The day was spent running the trains and continuing the earlier discussions plus putting the world to rights.  Our annual din-

ner was again provided by the usual outside caterers and was most enjoyable.  Wine and beer were available to enjoy throughout 

the evening and a raffle was run providing some good prizes. 

 

Sunday started with breakfast as before and was enjoyed sitting at the picnic tables in the sunshine.  Soon it was steam raising 

time and many of our visitors hauled trains for the public on this open day.  For our regular passengers it was great for them to 

see some different locomotives. 

 

All to soon it was time to pack up and clear away for another year.  A great weekend was had by all with good company, pleas-

ant conversation and excellent fellowship.  Thanks to all those who made this event a success for BMES.  
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Enjoying Saturday Evening Dinner.                               Nigel Freestone                                               Visitor Rally Steaming Bays 

 
2014 VISITOR RALLY LOCOMOTIVES 

 
 GWR 4701    Peter Lawson   A. H. Peppercorn 60525  Mick Tandy 
 
 Highlander 5231   Mike Fox   0-4-0 BE (5”)    Mick Pearson 
 
 L33 LU Battery Loco  Bruce Harvey   Railcar & Fritz   George Coles 
 
 P. P. Pig    Brian Remnant  Stirling Single   John Hampshire 
 
 Merlin     Dennis Billington  7132 LNER Y6   Peter Wood 
 
 Sir George & Tram   Dave Holland   GER )1    Steve Titley 
 
 Loch     Len Steele   Standard Class 2 78019  Roel from Holland 
 

A Visit to Schackendorf 

 

The village of Schackendorf lies about 60 km north-east of Hamburg in Germany.  From BMES a journey of around 650 miles, 

but largely on motorways. 

 

The track has an interesting history lying on flat land owned by a neighbouring wealthy nurseryman.  He has landscaped and 

planted it, provided a lake and dug a tunnel.  The track is a combination of 5” and 7¼” gauge laid on a concrete bed.  Construc-

tion is from rectangular steel section, welded to steel ties screwed to wooden sleepers.  Virtually maintenance free.  The large 

station area is controlled from a signal box but changes of route outside the station are by push button selected by the driver.  The 

tunnel, some 40m long, is deliberately narrow with smooth concrete walls and roof with countersunk lights.  Nothing to grab, no 

room to lean over to cause a derailment. 

 

Locomotives are serviced at a large roundhouse with the tracks at ground level but the floor some feet lower very much as at 

Haynes End.  With tentative plans for development of our steaming bays a look at the Schackendorf layout might be helpful.  

 

The German approach to running differs from ours in that 5” is slightly more prevalent with the interest in running trains of scale 

coaches and wagons.  Trains of thirty wagons are common.  The quality of their construction is excellent, particularly the fitting 

out of passenger coaches. 

 

The German attitude to Health and Safety (also Dutch and Belgian) is to trust the train operators so no guards, no restriction on 

children driving locos.  I recall one incident when a 4-coach train was derailed when the signalman inadvertently changed the 

points under it.  The passengers had it back on the track before the driver had time to join in.  It was part of the fun. 
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CLUB EVENTS 

 

Monday 13th.  Club Night 

Sunday 19th.  Public Running—last of the season. 

Monday 20th.  Committee Meeting 

 

November 

Monday 10th.  Club Night 

Monday 17th.  Committee Meeting 

 

December 

Saturday 6th.  Santa Specials 

Sunday 7th.  Santa Specials 

Monday 15th.  Quiz Night 

 

Not known who sent me this. Ed. 

Hic! 

A very busy doctor, at the end of each tiring day, would retreat 

to his local cocktail bar for his favourite tipple – a daiquiri with 

cashew nuts. 

Unfortunately, one evening the barman had run out of cashew 

nuts and decided to substitute some hickory nuts. 

The doctor, on spotting the substitution, commented to the bar-

man “Hey, what’s this?” 

The barman replied “It’s a hickory daiquiri, doc!”. 

 

 

 

MONDAY EVENING MEETINGS 

 

Monday Oct. 13th . “The house that Keith built”.  Keith Wilson 

has very kindly offered to give an illustrated talk about the ma-

jor project he and his family have recently completed.  Should 

be an interesting evening and a change from the normal rail-

way/engineering based subjects. 

 

Monday Nov. 10th.  Due to recent changes within the RSC 

(railway sub committee.) the annual presentation will not go 

ahead.  It has been suggested that in its place a general discus-

sion on the railway should take place and Gordon M has of-

fered to give a short presentation on the signals system planned 

for Winterfield. 

 

Monday Dec. 15th.  Once more it will be the very popular Quiz 

Nite. 

 

John Parmenter 
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DIAMOND WEDDING  

Many members and friends joined Betty and Malcolm Freestone and their family for their Diamond Wedding celebrations.  

Trains were provided to take guests for a trip round our track and a celebratory cake was cut and distributed to all.  Thank you to 

the Freestone family. 

 

THANK YOU 

Betty and Malcolm Freestone would like to thank all members who joined them to celebrate their Diamond Wedding Anniver-

sary and all those who sent their thoughts and best wishes. 

Malcolm Freestone 

 

The following is reprinted from the July/August issue and requires a response from you.  Back to communication again.  

Perhaps the committee will take on board the Wooden Rocket and, as suggested, create some good publicity and with 

your support organise a fun event. 

WOODEN ROCKET 

There was much interest by all ages on my wooden Rocket, it occurred to me that a 7 1/4" version trundling up the track would 

make good publicity.  If the club bought the boiler and cylinder blocks the rest of the engine could be a club project.  Who would 

take on the roll of the driver, dressed in correct style with a top hat I'll leave to the committee.  The riding trolley could be a 

fancy carriage of the period or a typical goods wagon.         Peter Wilton 

STATIONARY ENGINES 

Visiting stationary engines that deserve a run are very welcome to my little show.  I can't be the only person who favours station-

ary to train engines.                  Peter Wilton 

Over to all members and the committee—report in the next The Coupling perhaps? 

 

MONDAY EVENING MEETS 

 

Following John Parmenter’s decision to give up arranging the Monday Evening programme there is a need for a volunteer (s) to 

fill his place.  John will be a hard act to follow but there must be someone willing to accept the challenge.  Please give this due 

thought as without a programme the gathering will most likely wither and die.   

 

 

 

USEFUL TO KNOW—CLUB MATTERS 

 

BMES WEB SITE  www.bedfordmes.co.uk www.summerfieldsmr.co.uk www.summerfieldmr.co.uk 

Website—Alan Beard—Contact details inside front cover 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS Held on the third Monday of the month in the Clubhouse. 

CLUB MEETINGS   Held on second Monday of the month—check in The Coupling. 

WORKING PARTIES                  Wednesdays from 10am.  Workshop and Library open. 

                                                         Sundays from 9.30am—check if aiming to attend. 

‘The COUPLING’ PUBLICATION DATES  Next copy deadline is 17th. September please! 

SOCIETY SALES                   The following items ate available in the Clubhouse 

Toys, Drivers’ Hats etc.             BMES Fridge Magnets—BR Totem design  

Books—Still Steaming, Little Puffers and Tiny Trains 

 

Club Clothing available to order—contact Tony Bullock 01494 439098 
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Dick Billington 

 

Santa Specials 

 

 

Saturday 6th. & Sunday 7th. December 2014 
Catch the train to see Santa in his den 

 
All child passengers will receive a gift from Santa 

 
Adult passengers will receive a Mince Pie and a glass of Mulled 

Wine or a Soft Drink 

 
Available for Advanced Bookings only 

Contact 01494 439098for a booking form 
Or download from www,bedfordmes.co.uk 

Or on Public Running Days at 
Summerfields Miniature Railway 

Haynes 

 

 

Mick Pearson       Peter Wood             George Cole 
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SMALL LOCO RALLY 

Huw Williams 
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Maidstone Model Engineering Society  
 

 

MODEL TRACTION ENGINE STOLEN 

 

This is a 4" scale Ruston & Proctor steam traction engine named Dottie, which is owned by one of our members.  It is painted 

black and lined.  Unfortunately it was stolen from the Barleylands Rally in Essex last weekend.  Please could all within this 

hobby keep an eye out for the model.  A lot of time, love and effort goes into these and it is heartbreaking for those involved 

when such things happen. 

 

If you see this engine offered for sale please contact the above Society as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

John Hampshire and his Stirling Single   Nigel Freestone    Dennis Billington and Merlin 

http://maidstonemes.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=c587ab22ef22319851e8f79e5&id=649ef88447&e=ddf759acbb

