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EDITORIAL 

 

Another 2 months have rolled by and it is time for another issue of your newsletter.  There has been much happening since the 

last issue both on site and with our public running days.  Apart from various maintenance works on the track some longer term 

projects are well on course for completion.  The new station canopy at Haynes End is now complete with the final task being 

fixing the guttering.  A back wall is being considered but will need planning and funding first.  Our customers are full of praise 

for the structure and the benefits have already been felt with the recent rain.  The trunking carrying the air lines and 110 volt sup-

ply to Hammer Hill is being reworked and it looks much better as do the track sides being boarded to keep everything neat and 

tidy.  The replacement of the wooden supports for the raised track with metal beams is going apace and the next batch are already 

primed before final painting and fixing.  New fencing at Hammer Hill Station has been fixed and painted which looks much bet-

ter.  The old picnic tables have been refurbished and some new ones were delivered last week which will appeal to those who like 

to eat outside whilst strimming and planting around the site makes everything look much tidier. 

So much going on and our site is much improved by all the work.  

 

We have the Traction Engine Rally and the Small Loco Rally in June run by Members for Members.  I trust that we shall see full 

support given to them by the Officers, Committee and Members by turning up on the day.  Don’t let your organisers down when 

they are giving their time and effort for the club. 

 

Tony Bullock 

THE COUPLING BY E-MAIL  

If you have access to the internet please consider having your copy of The Coupling by e-mail.  Every posted copy costs in the 

region of 55p. That is a bill of £50 every two months or £300 per year which could be put to better use.  

At least give it a try…...you can always say no and go back to a hard copy.  

Alan Beard 
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  BMES 21ST ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS  

 

On Sunday 10th August, BMES are celebrating being on the current site for 21 years, with a party and club running day.  

The details are currently being finalised and an invitation will be sent out shortly.  We hope as many of you as possible will be 

able to attend. 

BMES Committee 

COMMUNICATION 

 

What is communication?  Is this a one way thing or should it be a two way process? 

 

Looking at one of the so called greatest communication means of our times , namely Television, it would seem to be one way.  In 

spite of many TV presenters ending their piece with the words “See you later” this cannot be the case.  Maybe this too is 

changing when you hear about what the latest Smart Televisions are capable of doing. 

 

However, in the mean time, there are many ways to communicate with others.  We have letters, telephone conversations, e-mail, 

various internet systems and good old personal conversation. 

 

So what brings on this particular thought? 

 

Last issue there were two questions raised by our Vice Chairman on behalf of the committee.  The boating pool and 21st 

Birthday celebrations.  An ideal way for members to communicate their desires and preferences.  Number of answers received—

none.  Mumbling and grumbling amongst ourselves solves nothing and only leads to dissatisfaction.  In future let us try to 

communicate with each other in a positive way both for our own peace of mind and for the good of our club which we all enjoy.  

 

FACEBOOK 

 

Talking of communication, Facebook has become one of the latest ways that people communicate with each other.  To old 

codgers like me it is difficult to see what this is all about but the world moves on and we have to be careful not to be left behind.  

Many of the families that come to visit us on our public running days never read a local newspaper but find out about us on the 

internet and on their mobile phones by using this Facebook.  To this end our Society has joined the revolution and is represented 

on this innovation.  Further details can be found out from Dick Billington.  Fortunately two younger members, Mark Leeson and 

Tom Fuller are well versed in the operation.  Just to give you an idea of the results from placing something on Facebook—a 

statement posted on last Friday reference public running was viewed by some 600 people by Monday.  This result is not to be 

sneezed at and cost nothing.  Maybe it is time for me to try this out for myself.  If nothing else, I may discover what my own 

family are up to.  So, if anyone asks about running days you can say - 

‘Like us on Facebook’.  

Tony Bullock 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING NEWS    

March Meeting 
 
Alan B said that there have been problems with the receipt of emails.  Requests by members for matters to be raised in committee 
have on occasions been forgotten.  To minimise this problem he asked for such requests to be in writing. 
Peter distributed a summary sheet of Finances and explained a number of the entries.  The changeover to a new Treasurer by 
Barclays is on-going. 
Insurance.  Peter quoted current evaluations and invited comments.  As a result he will make changes before making this year’s 
payment.  Full compliance with “Miniature Railways, Guidance of Safe Practice” document is a stipulation of the insurance 
company. 
Delegation.  Members will be asked to take on project leadership, for example track maintenance, with funding allocated through 
that person.  There was uncertainty regarding First Aid provision and GR offered to check on the Society’s responsibilities.  
Mark said that preparations for the coming season are going well with the track operational with only completion of work on 
Wilton’s Wiggle necessary to have all lines open.  Rolling stock checks are progressing with less remedial work than expected.  
Lewis is OK but will be checked regularly. 
There was a wide ranging discussion on the content of the brochure with suggestions for modification amongst which were:  
update of the map but retention of the current format, a Follow us on Facebook entry, removal of reference to caravans, swings 
and roundabouts, birthday parties.  Mark will co-ordinate all the comments and pass them on to Malcolm Freestone. 
The picnic tables at Winterfield are being checked and removed if found unsafe.  Some of the tables at Haynes End could be 
moved to Winterfield after minor modification if needed.  Andy and Mark will obtain quotes for new tables at Haynes End.  The 
double doors of the dirty workshop are to be opened when gas or oxyacetylene equipment is being used.  
The committee whole-heartedly extended their thanks for the sterling work done by the catering staff and others in preparing for 

the Health Inspection.  There was one major point regarding the lack of hot water in the toilets.  This was pointed out as not our 

responsibility.  Dick Billington has advised that a previous inspector stated it was not a necessary requirement and also the 

Landlords would be unlikely to agree to this.  It is better to have the toilets as they are than have the estate close them down. 
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COMMITTEE MEETING NEWS  (Continued) 
It was felt that advertising in the local press was not producing results.  The website and word of mouth appear to be effect ive but 
visitors will be invited to complete a short questionnaire saying how they knew about the event.  Gilly will place an advert in 
Britain’s Great Little Railways. 
A large information board is proposed for Haynes End.  Terry will consult Ken Cox regarding source and approximate price of 
the one at Old Warden. 
Shaun  needs help with mowing small areas at Winterfield that are inaccessible by the large mower. 
Shaun suggested that the pool should be removed.  It is badly positioned, the wooden framework is rotting and its use has been 
only occasional.  Opinions of members will be sought via The Coupling. 
 
April Meeting 
Problems still exist with the transfer from D. Boyde to P. Chapman as signatory by Barclays Bank.  The three running days have 
been very encouraging with good returns from the railways and the buffet.  Most bills have been paid with only minor ones 
awaiting settlement.   
Railway Subcommittee.  A number of tasks are being started but not completed before new ones are begun.  At present Tom and 
Mark are doing work unaided although one or two members from the top have expressed a willingness to help if they knew what 
was required.  Concern was expressed over the role of the subcommittee with work being initiated without going through the 
main committee.  All proposals must go through the main committee accompanied by full costings.  The ticket office extension 
to be referred back to the RSC for fully detailed plans to be seen before work commences. 
Charlatan is out of action awaiting purchase of gears.  
Shaun said that high visibility jackets were not being worn by members working on the track but Peter made the point that with 
trains moving at much less than 15 mph and clear visibility they were unnecessary.   
Gilly was asked to undertake management of operations at Winterfield during running days with Shaun assisting with communi-
cation to Haynes End.   
Gilly submitted her findings relating to the comments at the last meeting regarding the need for qualified first aiders to be on site 
during running days.  As all the personnel providing the service are volunteers it was NOT necessary for a qualified first aider to 
be on site.  It was agreed that Shaun would continue to maintain the First Aid Boxes in the Buffet, Signal Box and Hammer Hill 
Junction.  For minor cuts the contents of the First Aid Box could be offered to relatives/friends to use.  For anything more serious 
a paramedic should be considered.  
Tony B said that the buffet staff had not encountered any problems over the three running days and that purchase of necessary 

stocks was ongoing.  The bug-killer has been repositioned as required by the recent inspection. 

Work on Loch Treig is progressing with all necessary fittings in place or on order.  Once the loco is out of the dirty workshop it 

will be possible to get on with the boiler repair programme 
John Parmenter is resigning from organising the Monday meeting programme at the end of the year.  
During boiler testing of traction engines, six owners said that they would be coming to the 2014 rally.  They would like to be 
advised of the dates for their next year’s events 
Tickets stamped with “21” were in use during Easter running. 
No objections have been received to the removal of the pond and the meeting agreed to go ahead with the task but with a low 
priority giving time for further consideration. 
It was agreed that six tables could be ordered.   
Britains Great Little Railways.  It was agreed that BMES would join the organisation but not until September/October so as to 
get into next year’s brochure.   
The fares structure will be advertised more clearly at Haynes End.  The donation boxes will be brought out of retirement at future 
running days. 

 

POINTS OF CONTACT 

 

At the March Committee meeting it was agreed to have a single point of contact for each of the various operations within the 

Society. The idea is that one person has the overall view for that area and they will report to the Committee on progress etc. so it 

is essential that the nominated person is consulted before any work is carried out or money spent. Health and Safety matters are 

also their responsibility but if a member feels that not enough consideration is being taken then they can raise the matter to Pete 

Chapman. A major project such as the station canopy at Haynes End remains so until it is completed then, for maintenance pur-

poses, it comes a building under the control of the nominated person for buildings and fittings. 

 

This is a trial for 12 months but it is hoped that, if it is successful, it will become the normal way of operating within the Society. 

 

The Nominated People are:- 

 

The Coupling – Editorial Tony Bullock, Printing Alan Beard.  Catering – Tony Bullock 

Track and Signalling – Mark Leeson     Rolling Stock – Andy Warren 

Buildings and Fittings – Terry White     The farm track – Martin Cusden 

Mobile Plant and Static Equipment – Martin Cusden   Utilities – Pete Chapman 

Insurance – Pete Chapman       Advertising – Andy Warren 

 

There is no change with Boiler Testing which remains with Dick Billington and his team.  Also the Railway Sub Committee con-

tinues to oversee the operating and development of the railway. 



5 

 

BEDFORD MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETY 

21st Anniversary Visitor Rally Weekend 

29th -31st August 2014 

We are again organising the visitors’ rally weekend and whilst we have a small dedicated team to assist us, we are looking for 

club members to help out over the weekend.  If you could spare an hour or two to help with the following jobs it would be 

greatly appreciated. 

1. Breakfast on Saturday and Sunday.  Help with the orders and to fill the rolls 

2                                 Making and serving the visitors’ lunches on Saturday and Sunday 

3.                                Running the bar on Friday and Saturday night 

4.                                Selling raffle tickets on Saturday night at the meal 

5.                                Extra hands to look after our visitors 

6.                                General help tidying up mugs etc. after the evening entertainment in the clubhouse. 

 

If you can help, please let us know, even if you can only do, one day, an hour or two.  We have a very successful rally and our 

visitors enjoy the friendly atmosphere that is created.  Let’s make this a year to remember. 

 

I am sure you understand the need for the request, and your help is appreciated. 

 

Thank you                  Gilly & Mat Rainer 

BMES Visitor Rally Organisers 

Caravan & Camping Information 
The number of electric hook ups for caravans, mobile homes and tents is very limited and to enable as many as possible to ac-

cess the electricity supply we need to limit the usage.  Please only use the electric power supply to run fridges, lights and cara-

van/camping kettles.  Please do not use for TVs, water heaters, microwaves, domestic kettles etc. as this will cause the system 

to overload and the circuit breaker to trip. 

 

I am sure you understand the need for the request, and your help is appreciated. 

 

Thank you, BMES Rally Organisers 

 THE 2014 TRACTION ENGINE RALLY. 

 

This year’s rally will take place at the club site on 20/22 June. 

We will be on site Friday mid morning.  Saturday is again club/fun day so why not come and see us and have a play? 

Sunday is the main rally day when we encourage the public to come and part with some money. 

 

May I say that it would be nice if more club members would support things on the other side of the fence as it still seems that it's 

a them and us club.  I know that traction engines aren't everybody's cup of tea but we are all members of BMES not Bedford rail-

way club. 

 

A BIG thank you must go to Andy Warren for help with the coal even when others were asked!!!  See you all there.  

 

Stephen Lee 

SMALL LOCO RALLY 

 

The society will be holding a Small Loco & Diesel/Electric Day on Sunday 29th June 2014, at Hammer Hill between 11am and 

4:30pm.  All the lines at Hammer Hill will be available 

The Garden Line,  both 32 & 45mm The Raised Track, 2½ , 3½ & 5 inch The Ground Level lines, 5 & 7¼ inch 

For 7¼, a small loco is one less than three feet long not including the tender. 

 

Unloading at Hammer Hill with visitor parking at Haynes End and there will be a train service to take people up to Hammer Hill. 

As this is a society event there will no Public Running. 

Tea and coffee will be available  

Details from Huw Williams 07901 561913  

mailto:hwilliamsltg@gmail.com 

 

Note: 

The Vulcan V Bomber will be flying over Old Warden on this day so take the opportunity to support Huw and your club and 

hopefully see this amazing aircraft on one of its rare flying occasions. 

mailto:hwilliamsltg@gmail.com


6 

CLUB EVENTS 2014 

June 

Sunday 8th.  Public Running 

Monday 9th.  Rocking Horse Manufacture—Terry White 

Monday 16th.  Committee Meeting 

Friday 20th.  Traction Engine Rally 

Saturday 21st. Traction Engine Rally 

Sunday 22nd.  Traction Engine Rally & Public Running 

Sunday 29th.  Small Loco Rally 

 

July 

Sunday 6th.  Club Running 

Sunday 13th.  Public Running 

Monday 14th.  Leighton Buzzard Light Railway—Guest Speaker 

Monday 21st.  Committee Meeting 

Sunday 27th.  Public Running 

 

August 

Wednesday 6th. School Holiday Running 

Sunday 10th.  Site 21st. Birthday Celebration 

Wednesday 13th. School Holiday Running 

Saturday 16th. Diamond Wedding Invitation—Freestone Family 

Monday 18th.  Committee Meeting 

Sunday 24th.  Bank Holiday Public Running 

Monday 25th.  Bank Holiday Public Running 

29th.—31st.  Visitor Rally Weekend 

 

MONDAY EVENING MEETINGS 

 

Monday 9th June. 

 Terry White is one of a few makers of high quality Rocking Horses.  He will be explaining how he makes them and he 

will also discuss the materials used.  To complete the evening he plans to run a short quiz!!  Sounds interesting.  Turn up on the 

night and find out. 

 

Monday 14th July. 

 We have a guest speaker from the Leighton Buzzard Light Railway.  I have requested that his talk has a technical bias.  

Hope to see a good turnout as it won’t be dark until late so it should appeal to the older drivers.  

John Parmenter  

 

FOR SALE 

 

Former member Mike Albon died some years ago and his wife needs to sell his loco and associated equipment.  The loco is a 

Hielan Lassie (3½”).  Currently it is stored in his workshop and Marion will need help to move it by anyone interested in viewing 

the model. 

 

A sweep of the internet suggests that if it is a well made model it could fetch £2000 – 2500 if offered there.   

 

Please contact Marion on 01462 483 990 

 

HELP NEEDED 

 

Shaun has requested assistance in cutting the grass in areas which the ride-on mower cannot access.  This applies to the whole 

site but particularly at Winterfield.  The necessary strimmer is available. 

 

On the same theme, while Alan B keeps the permanent way free of weeds there is a need for the long grass alongside the track to 

be trimmed.  This is a safety issue as children reach out to touch it and have caused derailments in the past. 

 

SITE CARE 

The recent heavy rains have left the ground at Haynes rather waterlogged.  This is particularly noticeable at the entrance to the 

car park field.  Please do not drive on the parking field unless absolutely necessary.  If it is necessary proceed  slowly with the 

utmost caution.  Thank you.                                  Shaun O’Hare 
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SITE CARE 

 

The recent heavy rains have left the ground at Haynes rather waterlogged.  This is particularly noticeable at the entrance to the 

car park field. Please do not drive on the parking field unless absolutely necessary. If it is necessary proceed  slowly with the 

utmost caution.   Thank you. 

Shaun O’Hare 

YOUR CLUB NEEDS YOU!! 

The club has about 150 members at present, but the majority of the work on site and staffing on running days is carried out by 

very few members.  The club now has some fantastic facilities, such as the clubhouse, the station canopy at Summerfields and 

the refurbished station at Winterfield, an on going project. 

There is a constant requirement for maintenance, grass cutting and general tidying up, as well as more projects in the pipeline. 

Members meet on Wednesdays and Sunday mornings starting at about 10.00am. If you can spare a few hours on either of these 

days then you would be very welcome and there is always a cup of tea or coffee to kick-start proceedings. 

 

DIGGER AND DUMPER 

It is the responsibility of all drivers of the dumper or digger to check the fuel and oil before starting the engine.  If you cannot 

remove the fuel cap do not use force—ask for help.  

Peter Palmer 

 

REQUEST FROM OUR SECRETARY 

On several occasions in the last few months I have been asked to raise issues in committee or elsewhere and I have forgotten to 

do so.  This is, I am told, part.  This is, I am told, part of the ageing process.  As this seems reasonable my solution is to ask for 

all such requests to be made in writing with the hope that I will not lose the piece of paper or delete the email.  

Alan Beard 

 

GUARDIAN GNOMES APPEAL  

The Club’s Guardian Gnomes, although not to everyone’s taste, are always much appreciated by our customers for the Santa Spe-

cials and Public Running days.  

Unfortunately many of them are reaching retirement age and need to be re-placed by younger ones.  If you have a gnome who 

would like to do a useful job with like-minded friends please give him the opportunity.  

I will be pleased to provide accommodation until the start of the new season.  

Alan Beard 

 

INVITATION 

 

Betty and Malcolm Freestone will be celebrating their Diamond Wedding on Thursday 14th. August 2014.  They will be de-

lighted if club members will join them to celebrate this occasion at the club on Saturday 16th. August at 15:00 hours.  It is hoped 

that the weather will be as kind on this day as it was for their Golden Wedding 10 years ago. 

 

Further details will be issued nearer the time but meanwhile make a note in your diaries to keep the date free. 

Dick Billington 

Tom sets off with the J1 
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USEFUL TO KNOW—CLUB MATTERS 

 

 

BMES WEB SITE 

www.bedfordmes.co.uk 

www.summerfieldsmr.co.uk 

www.summerfieldmr.co.uk 

Website—Alan Beard—Contact details on inside front cover 

 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Held on the third Monday of the month in the Clubhouse. 

CLUB MEETINGS  Held on second Monday of the month—check in The Coupling. 

WORKING PARTIES       Wednesdays from 10am.  Workshop and Library open. 

                                               Sundays from 9.30am—check if aiming to attend. 

‘The COUPLING’ PUBLICATION DATES  Next copy deadline is 16th. July 2014 please! 

SOCIETY SALES 

The following items ate available in the Clubhouse 

Toys, Drivers’ Hats etc.  

BMES Fridge Magnets—BR Totem design  

 

Books—Still Steaming, Little Puffers and Tiny Trains 

 

Club Clothing available to order—contact Tony Bullock 01494 439098 

 

 

 

Dick Billington 

John waits for a green 
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 Setting the world to rights 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Dick Billington 

 

 

Gordon and the Wicked Lady 
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      Alan Beard 

 

 

Tornado 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Alan Beard 


