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EDITORIAL 

 

Firstly I must apologise for a slight delay in the publication of this Newsletter. Perhaps I should go back to work as I seemed to 

have more time then than since retiring. So the last couple of weeks have seen a vast improvement in the weather and with the 

sun shining much has been achieved at our site. The new station canopy is looking very grand with the roof completed and the 

decorative frieze being fitted. More painting to do so hoping for continued dry days. Work on replacing the fencing at Hammer 

Hill is underway and very smart it will look too. Another section of steel beam replacement for the raised track is in place and 

more steel ordered for the next batch to be constructed. This is all very encouraging as it was not long ago that there was water 

everywhere and trees kept falling down. The Landlords were very quick in removing the large trees which fell across our track in 

the big blow and we were lucky that the damage caused was not too bad and repairs carried out quickly.  

 

By the time you receive this Boiler Testing will have been carried out on both road and rail vehicles ready for the coming season. 

Rolling stock also has been checked out and brakes adjusted. All we need now is for the weather to be kind and we can enjoy 

ourselves at our club. 

 

Within this issue we have a couple of items that require a response from members so please take the time to let people know your 

views. A chat on a Wednesday or Sunday with any committee member will be fine. Alternatively a phone call or e-mail can be 

done. Birthday celebrations, boating pool, small loco rally and a diamond wedding all need your thoughts and notes in your dia-

ries.  

 

Best wishes to you all and I look forward to seeing you at our site for the various events over the coming months. 

Tony Bullock 
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THE COUPLING BY E-MAIL  

 

If you have access to the internet please consider having your copy of The Coupling by e-mail.  Every posted copy costs in the 

region of 55p. That is a bill of £50 every two months or £300 per year which could be put to better use.  

At least give it a try…...you can always say no and go back to a hard copy.  

Alan Beard 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 

We're now well into the early stages of our outdoor activities with the AGM now behind us. Our thanks go to David Boyde who 

has finally retired as Treasurer and John Lawson who was the Railway sub committee's chair. Congratulations to Dick Billington 

who has been elected as President. Welcome also to Gilly who was elected as a committee member. Since the AGM we have co 

opted Mark Leeson to the committee following John Lawson's retirement as chair of the RSC and a main committee member. 

We are still one person down on the committee and are keen to gain another member by co option, if anyone is interested please 

talk to one of the committee in the first instance.  

Our running season starts again in a couple of weeks time and I hope to see a lot of you up at the club supporting the activities 

and gaining vital finances to support all our expenses and long term plans.  

Alan Gildersleve 

 

FROM THE JAWS OF THE VICE 

21st. Birthday 

It is 21 years since the Summerfields Miniature Railways moved to our site at the old fruit farm in Haynes. Much has happened 

in the intervening years to arrive at where we are today. The club would like to celebrate this occasion by holding a Family 

Barbecue for all to enjoy. Before going ahead with arrangements and organising purchases of food etc. we need to know what 

interest there is amongst members to join us for this event. We are not asking for a firm commitment at this time but would 

appreciate an indication of probable attendance. Please let me  or the editor know if you wish us to go ahead with this plan. 

Boating Pool 

It has been suggested that the pool should be removed.  Its siting was an error in the first place as it is too close to the hedge and 

trees, thus filling with leaves and causing maintenance problems.  Add to these issues the rotting of the wooden frame and 

infrequent use and there is a case for its removal. 

 

However the committee would like comments from the membership before making a decision. 

 

Please help.                   Andy Warren 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING NEWS    

 January Meeting 
 
David reported that the cash balance is £5500.  The only major bills due are site rent £2500, insurance £1800 and canopy.   
John gave a video presentation showing how the new members’ section of the website can be used to record work done on the 
railways.   
Andy will be overseeing carriage servicing and John pressed the need for the work to be started. 
Charlatan rebuild is in progress. Funding for replacement of stripped gears approved. 
Sheets for reporting derailments will be placed at Haynes End and Winterfield.  Train drivers will be responsible for making the 
reports. 
At Haynes End there is a new contact point for the generator.  The generator will be stored in the garage with adequate fuel in its 
tank.  No details were available for the provision at Winterfield except that there were no concerns.   

Two 12v, 42Ah batteries have been donated for Lewis and are currently on charge. 

The season ended with the Santas.  A few toys are left for the start of the new season but a check of requirements will be made  

in due course.  A few cans/packs drinks are left but all are within date.   
The Tiny Trains publication has asked for an update on our entry.  After a brief discussion the meeting agreed that the mainline 
fare should be £1.80 with Winterfield at £0.90.   
The Small Loco Rally was omitted from the green events cards and consequently from the Events listing on the website.  The 
website is now updated and the omission highlighted in The Coupling due to be issued immediately. 

Andy is keen to replace the bunting fencing and traffic cones with a wooden fence and gates to control access to the field and 

pedestrian area.  He was asked to produce clear drawings explaining his plans for detailed discussion at the February meeting  
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This year is the 21st Anniversary of BMES at Summerfields 
Here are some of the suggested ways to celebrate the event. 
Invitation Rally  Possible variations to the rosettes awarded 
Train tickets stamped with “21” 
Commemoration plaque 
Set the club running day on 10th August as a celebration with barbeque.   
MC offered to provide a cake. 
Headed notepaper 
Special train with 21st Celeb as its headboard possibly running nonstop around the circuit. 
Further ideas will be invited from the membership. 

COMMITTEE MEETING NEWS  (Continued) 

February Meeting 
 
Item explaining the need for drivers to record derailments is to be placed in The Coupling. 
Membership renewals now at 136. 
Cash balance £4200 with the only major bill expected is insurance.  The Clubhouse value has been updated to reflect addition of 
vinyl flooring and Charlatan has been added to assets.  Members were surprised to learn that Personal Accident cover was not 
currently included and asked for its inclusion.  This will add £400 based on a membership of 150.   
Three presentations have been made on the use of the new members’ pages of the website.  Early results are pleasing.   
John showed drawings of planned decorative support brackets for the station canopy.  He estimated a £200 cost for 10 brackets.  
A new set of beams for the Winterfield line are needed (£365) and cost was approved. 
Peter reported that cracks are appearing in the welding of the carriage lift. 
Gordon. M wishes to continue work on the canopy whenever time and weather permit.  In order to avoid delays experienced 
waiting for funding approval he has offered to bear the cost provided reimbursement is agreed. Peter and GM to discuss  
A gate in the fencing separating the site entrance car park from the farmer’s field is essentially redundant as its access is blocked 
by three concrete posts and a tree.  Andy would like the landlords to be approached with a view to its purchase.  Placed on hold 
until fencing plans are approved. 
A request by the 7¼” Gauge  Society for use of the Clubhouse on Saturdays 16th August and 8th November was approved.  The 

Winemakers club that visits annually makes a donation rather than being charged a rent.  It was thought that this would also be 

appropriate in this instance. 
Alan G is concerned about the hassle being experienced by some members by others using often abusive language.  Few of those 
present had seen or experienced this unacceptable conduct but were asked to report it if encountered.   
As previously, fares on the Summerfield line will include a “buy six get another one free” offer. 
Terry suggested that joining the Northern .Association would produce a financial benefit as member clubs are able to obtain in-
terest free loans from the Association.   
Mark Leeson has become the new Chairman of the RSC.  He will be asked to join the main committee by cooption. 
Andy is obtaining quotes for a suitable exit sign thanking visitors and advising of the next running day. 
When the puddles have dried MOT will be placed in the holes in the farm  track wherever reasonable.   Drainage channels will 
be inserted if practicable. 
21st celebration.  Tony B is obtaining details and costs for possible t-shirts. 
 

POINTS OF CONTACT 

 

At the March Committee meeting it was agreed to have a single point of contact for each of the various operations within the 

Society. The idea is that one person has the overall view for that area and they will report to the Committee on progress etc. so it 

is essential that the nominated person is consulted before any work is carried out or money spent. Health and Safety matters are 

also their responsibility but if a member feels that not enough consideration is being taken then they can raise the matter to Pete 

Chapman. A major project such as the station canopy at Haynes End remains so until it is completed then, for maintenance pur-

poses, it comes a building under the control of the nominated person for buildings and fittings. 

 

This is a trial for 12 months but it is hoped that, if it is successful, it will become the normal way of operating within the Society. 

 

The Nominated People are:- 

 

The Coupling – Editorial Tony Bullock, Printing Alan Beard.  Catering – Tony Bullock 

Track and Signalling – Mark Leeson     Rolling Stock – Andy Warren 

Buildings and Fittings – Terry White     The farm track – Martin Cusden 

Mobile Plant and Static Equipment – Martin Cusden   Utilities – Pete Chapman 

Insurance – Pete Chapman       Advertising – Andy Warren 

 

There is no change with Boiler Testing which remains with Dick Billington and his team. Also the Railway Sub Committee con-

tinues to oversee the operating and development of the railway. 

 

To recap, if you, as a member, feel that you can constructively improve any area of the Society or wish to help please contact the 

relevant person above or if you are uncertain which area the problem falls in or who the relevant person is talk to any committee 

member. 
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INFORMATION YOU WISHED YOU KNEW!!!! 

 

WEIGHTS 

 

The sale of farm produce has long been governed by standard weights and measures often imposed by the King to prevent under-

selling. 

 

The basic unit of weight in the British system is the grain – based on the weight of a grain of barley.  Money was weighed using 

grains of wheat and 3 grains of barley equal 4 grains of wheat. 

 

The weight of one grain is constant throughout the many different systems of British weights.  As you will see below, the ounce 

and pound are anything but constant. 

 

The avoirdupois pound is the pound in general use today.  This pound is of 7000 grains, and is split into 16 ounces.  Each 

ounce is divided into 16 drams. 

 

16 dram = 1 ounce 

16 ounces = 1 pound 

7 pounds = 1 clove 

14 pounds = 1 stone 

28 pounds = 1 tod 

112 pounds – 1 hundredweight 

354 pounds = 1 sack 

2240 pounds = 1 ton 

 

2 stones = 1 quarter 

4 quarters = 1 hundredweight 

20 hundredweight = 1 ton 

 

The Troy pound was of 5760 grains, and was divided into 12 ounces, so a troy pound is lighter than an avoirdupois pound, but a 

troy ounce (at 480 grains) weighs more than an avoirdupois ounce. The troy pound was declared illegal in 1878, but the troy 

ounce continues today for weighing gold. 

 

The wool pound was of 6992 grains, and was (of course) used for weighing wool.  The clove, stone and tod were also used. 

 

The tower pound was used for weighing coins, and was of 5400 grains.  It’s believed the name tower comes from Tower Hill, the 

site of the Royal Mint.  The tower pound was abolished in 1527. 

 

The London pound, or libra mercatoria (trade pound) was 7200 grains (i.e. 15 troy ounces).  This died out around the middle of 

the 14th century.  One London  stone was of 12½ London pounds. 

 

The live weight of animals is different to their dead weight.  The modern pig weighing machine is calibrated to estimate the dead 

weight of a live animal. 

Alan Beard 

 

REQUEST FROM OUR SECRETARY 

 

On several occasions in the last few months I have been asked to raise issues in committee or elsewhere and I have forgotten to 

do so.  This is, I am told, part of the ageing process.  As this seems reasonable my solution is to ask for all such requests to be 

made in writing with the hope that I will not lose the piece of paper or delete the email. 

Alan Beard 

 

GUARDIAN GNOMES APPEAL  

 

The Club’s Guardian Gnomes, although not to everyone’s taste, are always much appreciated by our customers for the Santa  

Specials and Public Running days.  

 

Unfortunately many of them are reaching retirement age and need to be re-placed by younger ones.  If you have a gnome who 

would like to do a useful job with like-minded friends please give him the opportunity.  

 

I will be pleased to provide accommodation until the start of the new season.  

Alan Beard 
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INVITATION 

 

Betty and Malcolm Freestone will be celebrating their Diamond Wedding on Thursday 14th. August 2014.  They will be de-

lighted if  club members will join them to celebrate this occasion at the club on Saturday 16th. August at 15:00 hours.  It is hoped 

that the weather will be as kind on this day as it was for their Golden Wedding 10 years ago. 

 

Further details will be issued nearer the time but meanwhile make a note in your diaries to keep the date free. 

 

 

CLUB EVENTS 2014 

 

April 

Sunday 6th.  Public Running 

Monday 14th.  Rail Electrification—Peter Chapman 

Sunday 20th.  Easter Public Running 

Monday 21st.  Easter Public Running 

Monday 28th.  Committee Meeting 

 

May 

Sunday 4th.  May Holiday Public Running 

Monday 5th.  May Holiday Public Running 

Monday 12th.  Video  Evening 

Sunday 18th.  Public Running 

Monday 19th.  Committee Meeting 

Sunday 25th.  Spring Bank Holiday Public Running 

Monday 26th.   Spring Bank Holiday Public Running 

 

June 

Sunday 8th.  Public Running 

Monday 9th.  Rocking Horse Manufacture—Terry White 

Monday 16th.  Committee Meeting 

Friday 20th.  Traction Engine Rally 

Saturday 21st. Traction Engine Rally 

Sunday 22nd.  Traction Engine Rally & Public Running 

Sunday 29th.  Small Loco Rally 

 

MONDAY EVENING MEETINGS 

 

14th April.  

                  Pete Chapman will be showing a video and talking about railway electrification . As a retired Railtrack employee he 

is well versed in the subject and so the talk should be well worth attending. 

 

12th May.   

                 As mentioned in the last Newsletter, Dick Billington’s  talk has been cancelled and in its place there will be a  “Your 

choice on the night’ video evening.  The videos for selection will be both railway and  engineering. 

 

John Parmenter  

 

 

SOCIETY NEEDS 

 

To continue the success our club has achieved there is a requirement for further help.  This comes under the heading of ‘What  

can I do for my club rather than what can the club do for me’. Please give every consideration to this appeal and contact our  sec-

retary with offers of help. Requirements are : 

 

a) A new Committee Member 

 

b) An Exhibition Organiser 

 

Over to you. 
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SMALL LOCO RALLY 

 

The society will be holding a Small Loco & Diesel/Electric Day on Sunday 29th June 2014, at Hammer Hill.  All the lines at 

Hammer Hill will be available 

 The Garden Line,  both 32 & 45mm 

 The Raised Track, 2½ , 3½ & 5 inch 

 The Ground Level lines, 5 & 7¼ inch 

For 7¼, a small loco is one less than three feet long not including the tender. 

 

Unloading at Hammer Hill with visitor parking at Haynes End and there will be a train service to take people up to Hammer Hill. 

As this is a society event there will be no Public Running. 

Tea and coffee will be available. 

 

Details from Huw Williams 07901 561913  mailto:hwilliamsltg@gmail.com 

 

Organisation for this event is well under way and now only requires your input. 

 

Have you invited someone along?  Will you be bringing a loco and taking part? 

Have you told Huw what you are doing to support him and BMES?  Help make this a day to remember. 

 

Contact Huw with your ideas and invitation requests as early as possible. 

 
 

BOILER TESTING 2014 

 

Boiler testing dates for 2014 are: 

 

  Traction Engines      Sunday 9th. March. 

 

 Locomotives    Sunday 23rd.  March 

 

Testing will start as soon after 09.30 am or as we can get going.  Testing will finish no later than 2.00 pm, the latest time 

of arrival on site is 11.30 am. 

 

The Society requires that to mate to the club test equipment you supply an adaptor with a 3/8 x 26 tpi thread of at least ½ 

inch length. Note- a shorter length of thread may not seal.  The adaptor requires a central through hole with a 60° female 

cone (centre drill).  The other end of the adaptor should fit your boiler.  

 

Please bring all of the boiler paperwork with you. 

 

We do not test boilers; 

  Above 500 bar litres   Below 3 bar litres  Stainless steel boilers 

 

Please book in with Dick Billington, especially if you have special requirements, anticipate problems, or have other con-

cerns. 

 

If you have a steel boiler that is over 10 years old that has never been examined with the cladding removed, please discuss 

with Dick well before the day. 

 

No testing will take place under freezing conditions.  If the weather is bad please check with Dick, tel 01525 750 914,   

before coming. 

Dick Billington 

SITE CARE 

The recent heavy rains have left the ground at Haynes rather waterlogged.  This is particularly noticeable at the entrance to the 

car park field. Please do not drive on the parking field unless absolutely necessary. If it is necessary proceed  slowly with the 

utmost caution.   Thank you. 

Shaun O’Hare 

mailto:hwilliamsltg@gmail.com
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CLUB HOUSE CATERING FACILITY 

 

As many of you are aware, the catering area of our clubhouse has been awaiting inspection by the local council for some time. 

This has not happened before as we tend to open on Sundays when council staff are not working. However, an inspection was 

arranged to take place a couple of Wednesdays ago. A lady spent some considerable length of time examining our facilities and 

commenting on our practices and offerings. Much time was spent applying ticks to many boxes before a result was obtained. The 

end result left us with 3 areas for further consideration. 

 

1. Completion of more boxes to tick on operating procedures.  

 

2. Move the ‘Bug Zapper’ to the right. 

 

3. Provision of hot water in the toilets. 

 

These items have been passed to your committee for consideration/action. 

 

We have been classed as a restaurant as there is no other relevant box to tick for our type of operation. Looking around at the 

time the suggestion that we be classed as a care home did not go down very well at all. 

 

At the end of the day we have now received our certificate of classification which gives us a rating of 5—Very Good. This the 

top rating and is very gratifying. Thanks to all who have worked hard to present our facilities in the best light . Also thanks to the 

ladies who operate the buffet on open days for following the rules laid down by the council and for gaining their catering certifi-

cates. All these things helped toward our 5* rating. 

Tony Bullock 

 

 

 

 

 

USEFUL TO KNOW—CLUB MATTERS 

 

BMES WEB SITE 

www.bedfordmes.co.uk 

www.summerfieldsmr.co.uk 

www.summerfieldmr.co.uk 

Website—Alan Beard—Contact details on inside 

front cover 

 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Held on the third Monday of the month in the Clubhouse. 

CLUB MEETINGS  Held on second Monday of the month—check in The Coupling. 

WORKING PARTIES       Wednesdays from 10am.  Workshop and Library open. 

                                               Sundays from 9.30am—check if aiming to attend. 

‘The COUPLING’ PUBLICATION DATES  Next copy deadline is 14th. May 2014 please! 

SOCIETY SALES 

The following items ate available in the Clubhouse 

Toys, Drivers’ Hats etc.  

BMES Fridge Magnets—BR Totem design  

 

Books—Still Steaming, Little Puffers and Tiny Trains 

 

Club Clothing available to order—contact Tony Bullock 01494 439098 
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     Boiler Testers at work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trees on the line   1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Trees on the line   2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trees on te line   3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by Nige Freestone 

 


